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OF THE 


Cunis TI. RELIGION 


Is demonſtratedy by infallible Proof from 


Four Rules, 
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Incompatible to any Impoſture that ever yet 
has been, or that can poſſibly be. 
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A Short and Eaſte 


WITH TH E 


DEIS” 


S. inks 


N Anfwer to yours of the Third 
-Ap Inſtant, I much condole with 
you your dne, Circumſtan- 
ces, of being placed amongſt 
ſuch Company, where, as you 
S8Y lay, 15 continually heat the 
| 2D ſacred Scriptures, and the Hiſto- 
ries therein contained, particularly of Moſes, and 
of Chrift, and all Revealed Religion turned into Ri. 
dicule, by Men wno ſet np for Senſe and Reaſon, And 
they ſay, That there is no greater Ground to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, than in Mabomet; that all theſe Pre- 
tences to Revelation are Cheats, and ever have been 
among Pagays, Jewt, Mahometans, and Chriſtians, | 
That they are all alike Impoſitions of Cunniny and 


[4] 
Defgning Men, upon the Credulity, at firſt, of ſimple 
and unthinking People, till, their Numbers encrea- 
ſing their Deluſions grew popular, came, at laſt, to be 
eſtabliſh'd by Laws ; and then the Force of Education 
and Cuſtom gives a Byaſs to the Judgments of after 
Ages, till ſuch Deceits come really to be believ'd, 
being receiv'd upon Truſt from the Ages foregoing, 
without examining into the Original and Bottom of 
them. Which theſe our modern Men of Senſe, (as 
they deſire to be eſteem'd) ſay, That they only 
do, that they only have their Fudgments freed from 
the ſlaviſh Authority of Precedents and Laws, in 
Matters of Truth, which, they ſay, ought only to 


be decided by Reaſon; tho? by a prudent Compli- 
ance with Popularity and Laws, they preſerve them» 


ſelves from Outrage, and Legal Penalties; for none 
of their Complexion are addicted to Sufferings or 
Marty dom. | 

Now, Sir, that which you deſire from me, is, 
ſome ſhort Topic of Rea ſon, if ſuch can be found, 


whereby, without running to Authorities, and the 


intricate Mazes of Learning, which breed long Diſ- 


putes, and which theſe Men of Reaſon deny by 


wholeſale, tho' they can give no Reaſon for it, only 
ſuppoſe that Authors haye been Trump'd upon us, 
Interpolated, and Corrupted, ſo that ao ſtreſs can be 
laid upon them, tho it cannot be ſhewn wherein 
they are ſo Corrupted; which, in Reaſon ought to lie 
upon them to prove, who alledge it; otherwiſe it 
is not only a Precarions, but a Guilty Plea; And the 
more, that they refrain not to quote Books on their 
fide, for whoſe Authority there are no better, or 
not ſo good Grounds. However, you ſay, it makes 
your Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with Noiſe 
and Clamour, and a Boaſt, That there is nothing, at 
leaſt, nothing Certain, to be ſaid on the Chriſtian ſide. 
Therefore you are deſirous to find ſome One . 
of Reaſon, which ſhould demonſtrate the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and at the ſame Lime di- 
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($] 
ſtinguiſh it from the Impoſtures of Mabomet, and the 
Old Pagan World: That our Deiſts may be brought 
to this Teft, and be either oblig'd to renounce their 
Reaſon, and the common Keaſon of Mankind, or 
to ſubmit to the clear Proof, from Reaſon, of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which muſt be ſuch a Proof, 
as no Impoſture can pretend to, otherwiſe it cannot 
prove the Chriſtian Religion not to be an Tnpoſture. 
And, whether ſuch a Proof, one ſingle Proof (to a- 
void Confuſion) is not to be found out, you deſire 
to know from me. 

And yon ſay, that you cannot imagine but 
there muſt be ſuch a Proof, becauſe every Truth 
is in itſelf Clear, and One; and therefore that One 
Reaſon for it, if it be the true Reaſon, muſt be 
ſufficient ; and, if ſuſfcient, it is better than many; 
for multiplicity confounds, eſpecially to weak Judg- 
ments. DF 

Sir, you have impos'd an hard Task upon me, 
I wiſh I could perform it: For tho' every Truth is 
One, yet our Sight is fo feeble, that we cannot (al- 
ways) come to it dire@ly, but by many Inferences, 
and laying of Things together, | 

But I think, that in the Caſe before us, there 
is ſuch a Proof as you require, and I will ſet it down 
as Short and Plain as I can. 


IT. Firſt then, I ſuppoſe, that the Truth of the 
Doctrine of CHRIST will be ſufficiently evinced, 
if the Matters of Fact, which are recorded of him 
in the Goſpels be True; for his Miracles, if True, 
do vouch the Truth of what he delivered. 8 
The ſame is to be ſaid as to Moſes. If he brought 
the Children of Iſrael thro the Red - Sea, in that mira- 
culous manner, which is related in Exodus, and did 
ſuch other wonderful Things as are there told of him, 
it mult neceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from 
GOD: Theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can 
deſire, and which every Deiſt will confeſs he wou d 
A 3 acquieſce 
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[5] 
acquieſce in, if he ſaw them with his Eyes. There- 
fore the ſtreſs of this Couſe will depend upon the 
Proof of theſe Matters of Fact. 

1. And the Method T will take, is, Firft, To lay 
down ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of Matters of Fact, 
in General, that where they All meet, ſuch Matters 
of Fai? cannot be falſe. And they, Secondly, To 
mew that all theſe Knles do meet in the Matters of- 
Fad, of Moſes and of Chrift ; and that they do not 
meet in the Matters of Fad of Mahomet, of the Hea- 

then Deittes, or can poilibly meet in any Impoſture 
whatſoever.” 


2. The Rules are theſe, 


1/7. That the Matter of Fit be Tuck, as 
that Mens outward Senſes, their Eyes and 
Ears may be Judges of it. 

2. That it be done Publick! 5 in the Fe ace 


* 


of the World,  : : 


3. Thar not , bo Matidnidies be 


"kegt up in Memory of it, but ſome outward 


_ Actions to be perform d. 
4. That ſuch Monuments and ſach ATions 


or (gs be Inſtituted, and do commence 
from the Time tar the Matter Ti. Fae Was 


done, 


3. The Too. firſt Rulos 1 make it impoſſible for 


** ſuch Matter of Fad to be impos d upon Men, 


at the Time when ſuch Matter of Fact was faid to 
be done, becauſe every Man's Eyes and Senſes wou' d 


contradict it. For Example; ſuppcſe any Man 


thou'd pretend, that Yeſterday he divided the 


Thames, in Prefence of all the People of London, 
and carried the whole City, Men, Women, and Chil- 


dren, over to Southwark. on dry Land, the Waters 


Zanding like Walls on ow tides: ; I fay, it is os 
rally 
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[7] 
rally impoſſible that he could perſwade the Peg 
le of London, that this was true, when every May; 
oman, and Child, could contradict him, and ſay, 
That this was a notorious Falſhood, for that they 
had not ſeen the Thames ſo divided, or had gone 
over on dry Land. Therefore I take it for granted, 
(and I ſuppoſe, with the allowance of all the Deifts 
in the World) that no ſuch Impoſition could be put 
upon Men, at the Time when ſuch publick Matter of 
Fa@ was ſaid to be done. 

4. THEREFOKE it only remains, that ſuch Mat- 
ter of Fa# might be invented ſome time after, when 
the Men of that Generation, wherein the Thing was 
ſaid to be done, are all paſt and gone; and the Cre- . 
dulity of after Ages might be impos'd upon, to be- 
lieve that Things were done in former Ages, which 
were not. | | 

AND for this the Two laſt Rules ſecure us as 
much as the Two firſt Rules, in the former Caſe; 
for whenever ſuch a Matter of Fact came to be in- 
vented, if not only Monuments were ſaid to remain 
of it, but likewiſe that publick Atons and OSfer- 
vances were conſtantly us'd ever ſince the Matter of 
Fa# was ſaid to be done; the Deceit muſt be de- 


tected, by no ſuch Monuments appearing, and by the 


Experience of every Man, Woman, and Child, who 
muſt know that no ſuch Adions or Obſervances were 
ever us'd by them. For Example; Suppoſe I 
ſhould now invent a Story of ſuch a Thing, done a 
Thouſand Years ago, I might perhaps, get ſome to 
believe it; but if I ſay, that not only ſuch a Thing 
was done, but that from that Day to this, every 
Man, at the Age of Twelve Years, had a Foint of 
his little Finger cut off, and that every Man in 
the Nation did want a Joint of ſuch a Finger; and 
that this Inſtitution was ſaid to be part of the Mat- 
ter of Fa# done ſo. many Years ago, and vouch'd as 
a Proof and Confirmation of it, and as having de- 
ſcended without Interruption, and hs 

A4 practis'd, 
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2 in Memory of ſuch Matter of Fact, all a- 
ong, from the Time that ſuch Matter of Fact was 
done: I ſay, it is impoſſible I ſhould be believ d 
in ſuch a Caſe, 55 every one could contradict 
me, as to the Mark of cutting off a Joint of the 
Finger; and that being part of my original Matter 
of Fact, muſt demonſtrate the whole to be falſe. 


III. LE us now come to the Second Point, to 
ſhew, that the Matters of Tad of Moſes, and of 
Chrift,have all theſe Rules or Marks before-mention'd,; 
and that neither the Matters of Fat of Mahomet, or 
what is reported of the Heathen Deities, have the 
like; and that no Impoſtor can have them all. 
1. As to Moſes, Brote it will be allow'd me, 
That he could not have perſuaded 6co0co- Men, 
that he had brought them out of Xgypt,.through 
the Red Sea, fed them 40 Years without Bread, by 
miraculous Manna, and the other Matters of Fad re- 
corded in his Books, if they had not been true, 
Becauſe every Man's. Senſes that were then alive, 
muſt have contradicted it. And therefore he muſt 
have ampos'd upon all their Senſes, if he could 
have made them believe it, when it was falſe, and 
no ſuch Things done. So that here are the Firft 

and Second of the above mentioned Four Marks. 
For the ſame Reaſon it was equally. impoſſible 
for him to have made them receive his Five Books 
as Truth, and not to have rejected them, as a ma- 
nifeſt Impoſture ; which told of all theſe Things as 
done before their Eyes, if they had not been ſo 
done. See how poſitively he ſpeaks to them, Dent. 
Xi. 2, to Ver. 8. And know you this Day, for I ſpeak 
10t with your Children which have not known, and which 
have not ſeen the Chaſtiſement of the Lord your God, 
his Greatneſs, bis mighty Hand, aud his ſtretched-· out 
Arm, and bis Miracles, and his Ads, which be did 
in the midſt of Rgypt, unto Pharaoh the King of 
Agypt, and unto all his Land, and what he did unto 
| the 
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the Army of Ægypt, unto their Horſes, and to their 
Chariots ; how he made the Water of the Red-Sea to 
overflow them as they purſued after you ; and how 
the Lord bath deſtroyed them unto this day: And what 
he did unto you in the Wilderneſs, until ye came into 
this Place , and what he did unto Dathan and Abi- 
ram, the Sons of Eliab, the Son of Reuben, how the 
Earth opened her Month, and ſwallowed them up, and 
their Houſbolds, and their Tents, and all the ſubſtance 
that was in their poſſeſſion, in the midſt of all Iſrael. 
But your Eyes have ſeen all the great Ads of the Lord, 
which be did, &c. e 

_ FroM hence we muſt ſuppoſe it impoſſible that 
theſe Books of Moſes, (if an Impoſture) could 
have been invented and put upon the People, who 
were then alive, when all theſe things were ſaid to 


be done, 


THE utmoſt therefore that even a Suppoſe can 
ftretch to, is, That theſe Books were wrote in ſome 
Age after Moſes, and put out in his Name. 

AN D to this, I ſay, That if it was fo, it was im- 
poſſible that thoſe Books ſhould have been receiv d, 
as the Books of Moſes, in that Age wherein they may 
have been ſuppos'd to have been firſt invented. Why? 
Becauſe they fpeak of themſelves as deliver d by Mo- 
ſes, and kept in the Ark from his time. And it came 
topaſs, when Moſes had made an end of writing the words 
of this Lam. in a Book until they were finiſhed , that Mo- 
ſes commanded the Levites, who bare the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Lord, ſaying, Take this Book of the Law, 
and put it in the ſide of the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord your God, that it may be there for a witneſs againſt 
thee, Deut. xxxi. 24, 25, 26. And there was a Copy of 


this Book to be left likewiſe with the King. And it ſhall 
bie when be ſitteth upon the Throne of his Kingdom, that 
be ſhall write him a Copy of this Law in a Book, out af 
that which is before the Prieſts the Levites : And it ſhall 
be with bim, and be ſhall read therein all the daysof 


bis Life : That he may learn to fear the * 1 
oy 
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God, to keep all the Words of this Law and theſe Sta- 

tutes to do them, Deut. xvii. 18, 19. 1 
HERE, you fee that this Book of the Law 
ſpeaks of it ſelf, not only as an Hiſtory or Relation 
of what things were then done: But as the ftand- 
ing and municipal Law and Statutes of the Nation of 

the Fews, binding the King as well as the People, 
Now, in whatever Age after Moſes you will 
ſuppoſe this Book. to have been Forged, it was 
impoſſible it cou'd be receiv'd as Truth; becauſe 
it was not then to be found, either in the Ark, or 
with the King, or any where elſe: For when firit 
Invented, every body muſt know, that they had ne- 
ver heard of it before. | | 
Ap therefore they cou'd leſs believe it to be 
the Book of their Statutes, and the ſtanding Law of 
the Land, which they had all along received, and 
by which they had been Governed, | 
Con'd any Man, now at this Day, invent a Book 
of Statutes or Ads of Parliament fer England, and 
make it paſs upon the Nat ion as the only Book of 
Statutes that ever they had known? As impoſſible was 
it for the Books of Moſes (if they were invented in 
any Age after Moſes) to have been receiv'd for 
what they declare themſelves to be, viz, The 
Statutes and Manicipal Law of the Nation - of the 
Fews : And to have periuaded the Fews, that they 
had Own'd and Acknowledg'd theſe Books, all along 
from the Days of Moſes, to that Day in which they 
were firſt invented, that is, that they had Own'd them 
before they had ever fo much as Heard of them. 
Nay, more, the whole Nation muſt, in an Inſtant, 
forget their former Laws and Government, if they 
cou'd receive theſe Books, as being their Former 
Laws. And they cou'd not otherwiſe receive them, 
becauſe they vouch'd themſelves ſo to be. Let me 
ask the Dezffs but this One ſhort Queſtion, Was 
there ever a Book of Sham-Laws, which were not 
the Laws of the Nation, Palm'd upon any IEA 
the 
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the World began? If not, With what Face can they 
ſay this of the Pook of Laws of the Jews ? Why will 
they ſay that of them, which they confeſs impoſ- 
ſible. in any Nation,” or among TIS ? 
Bor they muſt be yet more Unreaſonable. For 
the Books of Moſes have a further Demonſtration of 
their Truth, than even other Law- Books have: For 
they not only contain the Laws, but give an 
=> Hiſtorical Account of their Inſtitution, and the Practice 
of them from that Time: As of the Paſſover in 
> Memory of the Death of the Firft-Born - LN 
in yy pt: And that the ſame Day, all Num. viii. 
the EF Burn of Iſrael both of Man and 17, 18. 
Beaſt, were by a perpetual Law, dedica- 
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ted to God : And the Levites taken for all the Firſt- 


* born of the Children of Iſrael. That Aaron's Rod 

* which budded, was kept in the Ark, in Memory of 
the Rebellion and wonderful Deſtruction of Korab, 
Datban, and Abiram; and for the Confirmation o* 
the Prieſthood to the Tibe of Levi. As likewiſe 
the Fot of Manna, in Memory of their having been 
fed with it 40 Years in the Wilderneſs. That the 
Braten Serpent was kept (vhich remain'd to the Days 


of Hezekiah. 2 King xv iii. 4) in Memory of that won; 
derful Deliverance, by only Looking upon it, from 
the Biting of the Fiery Serpents. Num. xxi. 9. 
The Feaſt of Pentecoft, in Memory of the dreadful 
Appearance of God upon Mount Horeb, &c. 7 

AND belides, theſe Remembrances of particular 
ATtions and Occurrences, there were other ſolemn In- 
ftitutions in Memory of their Deliverance out of 
Egypt, in the General, which included all the Par - 
ticulars. As of the Sabbath, Deut. 5. 15. Their 
dayly Sacrifices, and yearly Expiation, their New- 
= Moons, and ſeveral Feafts and Faffs. So that there 
were Tearly, Monthly, Weekly, Daily Remembrances, 
and Recognitions of theſe things. | 

AND not only fo, but the Books of the ſame 
Moſes tell us, that a particular Tribe (of Levi) 
a | was 


— ——ñ—ñ)p . . 
* — — — 
Lad nas. eat 2 Doan PA CE Io 


—— 
"ry 


— — — — - 
— — 2 — 


| 
n 
110 


[12 * 


was Appointed. and Conſecrated by God as his 


Prieſis; by whoſe Hands and none other, the 
Sucriices of the Feople were to be offer d, and theſe 
ſolemn Iſtitutions to be celebrated. That it was 
Death for any other to approach the Altar. That 
their Hit h Prieſt wore a Glorious Mitre, and magni- 
ficent Roves of God's own Contrivance, with the 
miraculous Urim and Thummim in his Breaſt plate, 
| whence the divine Reſponſes Were given; 
Numbers That at his Word, the Ring, and all the 
Xvii. 21. People were to go out, and to come in. 
1 That theſe Levites were likewiſe the 


Dent. xvii. Chief- Judges, even in all Civil Cauſes, 
8. to 13. and that it was Death to reſiſt their 


I Chr. xxiii. Sentence. Now when ever it can be. 
4. ſuppos'd that theſe Books of Moſes were 

forg'd, in ſome Ages after Moſes, it 
is impoſſible they could have been received as True, 
unleſs the Forgers could have made the whole 
Nation believe, that they had received theſe 
Books from their Fathers, had been inſtructed in 
them when they were Children, and had taught 
them to their Children, moreover, that they had 
all been circumciſed, - and did . circumciſe their 


Children, in purſuance to what was commanded. 
in theſe Books, that they had obſerved the ear - 


* 


and all theſe ſeveral Feaſts, Faſts, and Ceremonies 
commanded in theſe Books : That they had never 
eaten any Swines Fleſh, or other Meats prohibited 
in theſe Books : That they had a magnificent Taber- 
nacle, with a viſible Prieſthood te Adminiſter in it, 
which was confined to the Tribe of Levi; over 
whom was placed a glorious High-Prieſt, cloath'd 
with great and mighty Prerogatives , whoſe Death 
nl could deliver thoſe that were fled, 
Num. xxxv. to the Cities of Refuge. And that 
25. 28, theſe Prieffs were their ordinary 
Fudges, even in Civil Matters: I ſay, 

was 


ly - Paſſover, the weekly Sabbath, the New-Moons 
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was it poſſible to have perſuaded a whole Nation of 
Men, that they had Known and Practi ſed all theſe 
Things, if they had not done it? or, Secondly, 
Io have receiv'd a Book for Truth, which ſaid they 
had practi ſed them, and appeaFd to that Fractice ? 
So that here are the Third and Fourth of the Marks 
above-mentioned. | 
Bu T now let us deſcend to the utmoſt Degree 
of Suppoſition, viz. That theſe Things were Fra- 
Hiſed, before theſe Books of Moſes were Forg d; and 
that theſe Books did only 2mpoſe upon the Nation, in 
making them believe, That they had kept theſe 
Obſervances in Memory of ſuch and ſuch Things, as 
were inſerted in thoſe Books, 
WELL then, let us proceed upon this Suppoſitzon, 
— groundleſs) and now, will not the ſame 
mpoſſbilittes occur, as in the former Caſe? For 
Firſt, This muſt ſuppoſe that the Fews kept all theſe 
Obſervances in Memory of Nothing, or without 
knowing any thing of their Original, or the Reaſon 
why they kept them. Whereas theſe very Obſer- 
vances did expreſs the Ground and Reaſon of their 
being kept, as the Paſſover in Memory of God's Paſ- 
fing over the Children of the Iſraelites, in that Night 
wherein he ſlew all the Firſt. burn of Agynt, and fo 
of the Reſt. 
Bu r Secondly, Let us ſuppoſe, contrary both to 
Rea ſon, and Matter of Fact, That the Fews did not 
know. any Reaſon at all why they kept theſe Obſer- 
vances , yet was it poſſible to put it upon them, 
That they had kept theſe Qbſeruances in Memory 
of what they had never heard of before that Day, 
whenſoever you will ſuppoſe that theſe Books. of 
Moſes were firſt: Forged ? For Example, ſuppoſe I 
ſhou'd now forge ſome Romantick Stary, ot ſtrange 
Things done 10 Tears ago, 4nd in Confirmation 
of this, ſhould endeavour to perſuade the Chriftian - 
World, that they had all along, from that Day ta 
this, kept the Firſt Day of the Week in Memory o 


uch 
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ſuch an Hero, an Apollonius, a Barcosbas, or -a Ma- 
bomet ,, and had all been Baptiz'd in his Name; and 
Swore by his Name, and upon that very Book, 
(which I had then forged, and which they never 
ſaw before) in their publick Fudtcatures, that this 
Book was their Goſpel and Law, which they had 
ever ſince that Time, theſe 1000 Years paſt uni- 
ver ſally receiv'd and own'd, and none other, I 
wou'd ask any Deift, whether he thinks it poſſible, 
that ſuch a Cheat couꝰd paſs, or ſuch a Legend be re- 
ceiv'd as the Goſpel of Chriſtians; and that they 
could be made believe, that they never had any 
other Goſpel? The ſame Reaſon is as to the Books of 
Moſes ; and muſt be, as to every Matter of Fact, 
which has all the four Marks before-mention'd ;'and 
theſe Marks ſecure any fuch Matter of Fact as much 
from being Irvented and impos d in any after Apes, 
as at the Time when ſuch Matters of Fad — 
to be done. Fee £51 e 
Lr me give one very familiar Example more 
in this Caſe. There is the Stonbenge in Salisbury- 


Plain, every body knows it; and yet none knows 


the Reaſon why thoſe Great Stones were ſet there 


- 


or by whom, or in Memory of what. 
No ſuppoſe I ſhou'd write a Book to Morrow, 


and tell there, That theſe Stones were ſet up by 


Hercules, Polyphemus, or Garagantua, in Memory of 
ſuch and ſuch of their Actions. And for a further 
Confirmation of this, ſhou'd ſay, in this Book, That 
it was wrote at the Time when ſuch Actions were 
done, and by the very Adors themſelves, or Eye- 
Witneſſes. And that this Book had been receiv/d as 
Truth, and quoted by Authors of the greateſt Re- 


putation in all Ages fince. . Moreover, that this 


Book was well known in England, and enjoyn'd by 
Ad of Farliament to be taught our Children, and that 
we did teach it to. onr Children, and had been taught 
it our ſelves when we were Children. I ask any 
Deiß, Whether he thinks this could paſs * E 
9 an 
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land? And whether, if I, or any other ſhould in- 


ſit upon it, we ſhould not, inſtead of being be- 


liev'd, be ſent to Bedlam ? | 
No w let us compare this with the Stonhenge, as 


I may call it, or Twelve great Stones ſet up at Gil. 


Xx 79*btes bad great Herde of many Thouſand Cattle 


gal, which is told in the iv. Chap. of Foſhua. There 
it is ſaid, Ver. 6. that the Reaſon why they were ſet 
up, was, that when their Children, in after Ages, 
ſhonld ask the Meaning of it, it ſnould be told them. 

AND the thing in Memory of which they were ſet 


| 4 up, was ſuch as cou'd not poſſibly be impos d upon 
that Nation, at that Time, when it was ſaid to be 


done, it was as wonderful and miraculous as their 


* Paſſage thro? the Reg-Sea. 


AN D withal, free from a very poor Objection, 


which the Deifts have advanc'd againſt that Mira- 


cle of the Red-Sea : Thinking to ſolve it by a Spring- 
Tide, with the Concurrence of a ſtrong Wind, hap- 
pening at the ſame Time, which left the Sand {6 


dry, as that the Iſraelites being all Foot, might 
= paſs thro the Owſey Places and Holes, which it 
= muſt be ſuppos'd the Sea left behind it: But that 
= thee Egyptians being all Horſe and Chariots, ſtuck in 
thoſe Holes and were entangl'd, fo as that they cou'd 
not March fo faſt as the Iſraelites : And that this was 


all the Meaning of its being ſaid, That God took 


off their (the Ægyptiant) Chariot-Wheels, that they 


drove them heavily, So that they wou'd make no- 


thing extraordinary, at leaſt, not Miraculous in all 


this Action. BY 
Tx: s is advanc'd in Le Clerk's Diſſertations upon 


= Geneſis, lately Printed in Holland, and that Part 
with others of the like Tendency, endeavouring to 
reſolve other Miracles, as that of Sodom and Gomorrab, 
Cc. into the mere Natural Cauſes, are put into 
FExgliß by the well known J. Bron, for the Edi fica- 

tion of the Deiſs in © England. | | 


Bur theſe Gentlemen have forgot, that the I/ 


with 
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with them; which wou'd be apter to ftray, and fall 
into thoſe Holes, and Owſey Places in the Sand, than 


Horſes with Riders, who might dire& them. 
Bur ſuch precarious, and fly Suppoſes are not 


worth the Anſwering. If there had been no more 
in this Paſſage thro' the Red-Sea, than that of a 
Spring-Tide, 8c. It had been impoſſible for Moſes 
to have made the Iſraelites believe that Relation gi- 
ven of it in Exodus, with ſo many Particulars, 
which themſelves ſaw, to be true. 

AND all thoſe Scriptures which magnifie this 
Action, and appeal to it as a full Demonſtration 
of. the miraculous Power of God ; muſt be reputed 
as Romance or Legend. | 

I Say this for the ſake of ſome Chriſtians, who 

think it no Prejudice to the Truth of the Holy Bible, 
but rather an Advantage, as rendering it more eaſy 
to be ibeliev'd, if they ican ſolve whatever ſeems 
Miraculous in it, by the Power of ſecond Cauſes : 
And fo to make all, as they ſpeak, Natural and Ea- 
e. Wherein, if they cou'd prevail, the natural 
and eaſie Reſult wou'd be, not to believe one Word 
in all thoſe: Sacred Oracles. For if things be not, 
as they are told in any Relation, that Relation muſt 
be falſe. And if falſe in Fart, we cannot Tu to 
it, either in V hole, or in Fart. 


HERE are to be excepted, Mi ſ. Tranſlat ions, and 


Errors, either in Copy, or in Freſs. But where there 


is no Room for ſuppoſing of theſe, as where all Co- 
pies do agree; there we muſt either Receive all, or 


Reject all. I mean in any Book that pretends to be 


written from the Month of God. For in other com- 
mon Hiſtories, we may believe Furt and reject Part, 


as we {ee Cauſe. So. 


Bur to return. The Fa, age of the I aelites o- 


ver Fordan, in Memory of which thoſe Stones at 


Gilgal were ſet up, is free from all thoſe little Carp», 


is before · mentioned, that are made as to the Faſ- 


Jage-thro' the Red: S. For Notice vas given to tie 


Iſraelites i 


F&7] 
Iſraelites the Day before, of this great Miracle to bs 
done. Foſb. iii. 5. It was done at Noon-day, before 
the whole Nation. And when the Vaters of For- 
dan were divided, it was not at any Low-Ebb, but 
at the Time when that River overflowed all his Banks. 
ver. 15. And it was done, not by Finds, or in 
length of Time, which Winds muſt take to do it: 
But all on the ſuddain, as ſoon as the Feet of the 
Frieſts that bare the Ark were dipped in the Brim of 
the Water, Then the Waters which came down from 
above, ſtood and roſe up upon an Heap, very far from 
> theCity Adam, that is bejide Zaretan : And thoſe that 
came down toward the Sea of the Plain, even the Salt- 


= Sea, fail d, and were cut off ; And the People paſſed 
over, right againſt Jericho. The Priefts ſtood in the 
bk midſt of Jordan, till all the Armies of Ifrael had 
paſſed over. And it came to paſs, when the Prieſts 
that bare the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, were 
come up, out of the Midſt of Jordan, and the Soles of 
the Prieſts Feet were lift up upon the Dry Land, that 
= the Waters of Jordan returned unto their Place, and 
X flowed over all bis Banks as they did before. And 
tze People came up out of Jordan, on the Tenth Day 
of the firſt Month, and encamped in Gilgal on the 
Faſt Border of Jericho. And thoſe Twelve Stones 
= which they took ont of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in 
= Gilgal. And he ſpake unto the Children of Iſrael, ſay- 
= ing, V hen your Children ſhall act their Fathers in 
= Time to come, ſaying, what mean theſe Stones? Then 
Pall ye let your Children know, ſaying, Iſrael came o- 
ver this Jordan on dry Land. For the Lord your 
Gad dryed np the Waters of Jordan from before you, 
until ye were paſſed over; as the Lord your God did 
to the Red. Sea, which be * up, from before us, un- 


til we were gone over, That all the People of the 
t Earth might know the Hand of the Lord, that it is 
+, Migbty : That ye might fear the Lurd your God for 
. ever. Chap. iv. from ver. 18. 


B Ir 


« 
> 


. 1 
it the Paſſage over the Red Sea, had been only 
taking Advantage of a Spring- Iide, or the like, 

How wou'd this teach all the People of the Earth, that 
the Hand of the Lord was Mighty! How wou'd a 
Thing, no more Remarkable, have been taken No- 
tice of thro' all the World! How wou'd it have 
taught Iſrael to fear the Lord, when they muſt 
know, that notwithſtanding, of all theſe Big. Words, 
there was ſo Little in it! How cou'd they have be- 
liev'd, or receiv'd a Book, as Truth, which they knew, 
told the Matter ſo far otherwiſe from what it was! 

Bu r, as I ſaid, this Paſſage over Fordan, which 
is here compar'd to that of the Red - Sea, is free from 
thoſe Cavils that are made as to that of the Red- 
Sea, and is a further Atteſtation to it, being ſaid to be 

done in the ſame Manner as was that of the Red Sea. 

Now, to form our Argument, let Us ſuppoſe, that 
there never was any ſuch Thing as that Paſſage over 
Jordan. That theſe. Stones at Gilgal were ſet up, 
upon ſome other Occaſion, .in ſome after Age, And 
then, that ſome deſigning Man invented this Book 

138 of Foſhua, and ſaid, that it was wrote by Foſhua, at 
11S that Time. And gave this Stonage at Gilgal, for a Tefti- 
11 mony of the Truth of it. Wou'd not every Body 
ſay to him, We know the Stonage at Gilgal But 
we never heard before of this Reaſon for it? 
Nor of this Book of Fohbua? Where has it been 
all this while? And Vbere, and How came you, 
after ſo many Ages to find it? Beſides; this Book 
tells Us, that this Faſſage over Fordan was ordain'd 
to be taught our Children, from Age to Age: And 
therefore, that they were always to be Inſtrudted in 
the Meaning of that Stonage at Gilgal as a Memorial 
of it. But we were never taught it when we were 
| Children; nor did ever teach our Children any ſuch 
| Thing. And it is not likely, That cou'd have been 
44 forgotten, while ſo remarkable a Stonage did con- 
| | Eudr which was ſet up for that, and no other 
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Ad if, for the Reaſons before given, no ſuch 
Impoſition cou d be put upon Us, as to the Stonage at 
Salisbury-Plain ; How much lefs cou'd it be as to the 
Stonage at Gilgal © 
A po if where we know not the Reaſon of a bare 
naked Monument, ſuch a Sham-Reaſon cannot be 
impos'd : How much more is it impoſſible to 
impoſe upon Us, in A@ions and Obſervances, 
which we celebrate in Memory of particular 
Paſſages ? How impoſſible to make Us forget thoſe 
Paſſages which we daily Commemorate ; and perſuade 
Us, that we had always kept ſuch Inſtitutions in Me- 
mory of what we never heard of before ; That 1s, 
that We knew it, before We knew it! IG 

AN b if we find it thus impoſſible for an Impoſi- 
tion to be put upon Us, even in fome Things, which 
have not all the Four. Marks before-mentioned : 
How much more impoſſible is it, that any Deceit 
ſhou'd be in that Thing, where all the Four-Marks 
do meet ! | _ ? 

'TH1s has been ſhew'd in the Firſt Place, as to 
the Matters of Fact of Moſes, | 

2. THEREForE I come now (Secondly) to ſhew, 
that, as in the Matters of Fact of Moſes, ſo likewiſe, 
all theſe Four Marks do meet in the Matters of Fact, 
which are recorded in the Goſpel, of Our Bleſſed 
Saviour, And my Work herein will be the 
ſhorter, becauſe all that is ſaid before, of Mo- 


1 | ſes and his Books, is every Way as applicable to 


Cbriſt and His Goſpel. His Vorks and Miracles are 
there ſaid to be done publickly, in the Face of the 
World, as he argu'd to his Accuſers, I ſpake openly 
to the World, and in Secret have I ſaid Nothing, Joh. 


2 J Xviii. 20. It is told, and Act. ii. 41. that Three thou- 


ſand at one Time; Ad. iv. 4. that above Five 


thouſand at another Time, were converted, upon 
Conviction of what themſelves had ſeen, what had 


been done publickly before their Eyes, wherein it 
Was 1mpoſlible to have impos'd upon them, he 
B 2 ore 


1 
fore here were the two Firſt of the Rules before - 
ment ion'd. 10 
TRE for the Two ſecond : Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper were inſtituted as perpetual Memo- 
71als of theſe Things; and they were not inſtituted 
in after- Ages, but at the very Time when theſe 
Things were ſaid to be done; and have been obſer- 
ved without Interruption, in all Ages through the 
whole Chriſtian World, down ,all the Way from 
that Time to this. And Chriſt Himſelf did ordain 
Apoſtles, and other Miniſters of His Goſpel, to Preach, 
and Adminiſter theſe Sacraments ; andto 
Matth. Govern His Church : And that always, 
XXV111, 20. even unto the End of the World. Accord- 
ingly they have continu'd by regular 
Succeſion, to this Day: And, no Doubt, ever ſhall, 
while the Earth ſhall laſt. So that the Chriſtian 
Clergy are as notorious a Matter of Fact, as the Tribe 
of Levi among the Fews. And the Goſpel is as much 
a Law to the Chriſtians, as the Book of Moſes to 
the Fews : And it being Part of the Matter of 


Fact related in the Goſpel, that ſuch an Order 


of Men were appointed by Chriſt, and to continue 
to the End of the World, conſequently, if the 
Goſpel was a Fifion, and invented (as it muſt be) in 
ſome Ages after Chrift , then, at that Time, when 


it was firſt invented, there cou'd be no ſuch. 
Order of Clergy, as deriv'd themſelves from the In- 


ſtitut ion of Chriſt ; which muſt give the Lye to the 
Goſpel, and demonſtrate the whole to be Falſe, And 
the Matters of Fact of Chriſt being preſs'd to be True, 
no otherwiſe than as there'was, at that Time (when- 
ever the Dez/ts will ſuppoſe the Goſpel to be Forged) 


not only publick Sacraments of Chriſt's Inſtitution, - 


bat an Order of Clergy, likewiſe of his Appoint- 
ment to Adminiſter them : And it being impoſſible 
there cou'd be any ſuch Things before they were In- 
vented, it is as impoſſible that they ſhould be Recei- 


ved when Invented, And therefore, by what was ſaid. 


above, 
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above, it was as impoſſible to have 1mpos'd upon 
Mankind in this Matter, by inventing of it in after- 
Ages, as at the Time when thoſe Things were ſail 
to be done. | pI 

3. THE Matters of Fa# of Mabomet, or what is 
Fabled of the Deities, do all want ſome of the a- 
foreſaid four Rules, whereby the Certainty of Mat- 
ters of Fad is demonſtrated, Firſt, for Mahomet, he 
pretended to no Miracles, as he tells us in his AI. 
coran, c. 6. &c, and thoſe which are commonly told 
of him paſs among the Mabometans themſelves, 
but as Legendary Fables; and, as ſuch are rejected 
by the Viſe, and Learned among them; as the Le- 
gends of their Saints are in the Church of Rome. See 
Dr. Prideaux his Life of Mabomet, Page 34. 

Bur, in the next Place, thoſe which are told of 
him, do all want the Two firſt Rules before-ment1- 
oned. For his pretended Converſe with the Moon; 
his Mer ſa, or Night-Journey from Mecca to Feru- 
ſalem, and thence to Heaven, &c. were not per- 
formed before any F Body. We have only his 
own Word for them. And they are as groundleſs 
as the Deluſions of Fox, or Muggleton among our 
ſelves. The ſame 1s to be ſaid (in the ſecond Place) 
of the Fables of the Heathen Gods, of Mercury's 
ſtealing Sheep, Fupiter's turning himſelf into a Bull, 
and the like; beſides the Folly and Unworthineſs of 
ſuch ſenſeleſs pretended Miracles. And, moreover, 
the Wiſe among the Heathen did reckon no other- 
wiſe of theſe but as Fables, which had a Mythology, 
or Myflical meaning in them, of which ſeveral of 
them have given. us the Rationale, or Explication. 
And it is plain enough that Ovid meant no other by 
all his Metamorpboſes. N 

Ir is true, the Heathen Deitics had their Priefts- 
They had likewiſe Feaſts, Games, and other publick 
Infitutions in Memory of them. But all theſe want 
the Fourth Mark, viz, That ſuch Priefi-Hood and 
Iiftitutions ſhou'd Commence from the Time that ſuch 

B 3 Things 
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Things as they Commemorate, were ſaid to be done; 


otherwile they cannot ſecure after Ages from the 


Inpoſturèe, by detecting it, at the Time when firſt 
Indented, as hath been argn'd before. But the Bac- 
chanalia, and other Heat hen- Feaſts were inſtituted 
many Ages after what was reported of theſe Gods 
was laid to be done, and therefore can be no Proof of 
them. And the Priefts of Bacchus, Apollo, &c. were 
not Ordain'd by theſe ſuppoſed Gods : But were ap- 
pointed by others, in after Ages, only in Honour 
to them. And therefore theſe Orders of Priefts are 


no Evidence to the Truth of the Matters of Fact, 


which are reported of their Gods. 


IV. Now, to apply what has been ſaid, You 
may challenge all the Deiffs in the World to 
ſhew any Action that is Fabulous, which has all 
the four Rules, or Marks before-mention*d. No, it 
is 1mpoſſible. And (to reſume a little *what is 
ſpoke to before) the Hiſtories of Exodus, and the 
Goſpel cou'd never have been receiv'd, if they had 
not been true; becauſe the Inftitution of the Prieſt- 
hood of Levi, and of Chriff : Of the Sabbath, the 
Paſs-over, of Circumciſion, of Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's-Supper, &c. are there related, as deſcending 


all the way down from thoſe Times, without In- 
terruption. And it is full as impoſhble to perſuade 


Men, that they had been Circumcis'd, Baptiz'd, had 


Circnmeis'd or Baptiz'd their Children, celebrated 


Paſs-overs, Sabbat hs, Sacraments, 8c. under the Go- 
vernment, and Admmiſtration of a certain Order of 


Prieſts, if they had done none of theſe Things, as 


to make them believe that they had gone through 
Seat upon Dry land, ſeen the Dead raiſed, &c. And 
without believing of theſe, it was impoſhble that 
either the Law, or the Goſpel cou'd have been re- 
E 7 nth DD ST hi of by” | 
"AND the Truth of the Matters of Fact of Exodus 
and the Goſpel, being no otherwiſe preſs'd_ upap 
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Men, than as they have practiſed ſuch publick Infti- 
tutions , it is appealing to the Senſes of Mankind 
for the Truth of them: And makes it impoſſible 
for any to have invented ſuch Stories in after Ages, 
without a palpable detection of the Cheat, when 
firſt invented; as impoſhble as to have impos d 
upon the Senſes of Mankind at the Time, when 
ſuch publick Matters of Fact were ſaid to be done, 


V. I do not ſay, that every thing which wants 
theſe four Marks is Falſe : But, that nothing can 
be Falfe which has them All. | 

I have no manner of Doubt, that there was ſuch 
a Man as Julius Ceſar, that he fought at Phar ſalia, 
was kill'd in the Senate-Houſe ; and many other 
Matters of Fa& of Antient Times, tho' we keep no 
publick Obſervances in Memory of them, | 

Bor this ſhews that the Matters of Fact of 
Moſes and of Chrift, have come down to us better 
8 than any other Matters of Fact how true 
oe 8 | 


ver. 
AN D yet our Deiſts who would laugh any Man 


out of the World, as an irrational Brute, that 
ſhould offer to deny Ceſar, or Alexander, Homer or 
Virgil, their publick Works and Actions, do, at the 
ſame time value themſelves as the only Men of Vit 
and Senſe, of Free, Generom, and Unbyaſft Fudgments, 
for ridiculing the Hiſtories of Moſes and Chriſi, that 
are infinitely better atteſted, and guarded with 
infallible Marks, which the others want. 


VI. Bes ipzs that, the Importance of the Sub- 
ject wou'd oblige all Men to enquire more narrowly 
into the one than the other: For what Conſequence 
is it to me, or to the World, whether there was 
ſuch a Man as Cæſar; whether he beat or was bea- 
ten at Pharſalia , whether Homer or Virgil wrote 
ſuch Books; and whether what is related in the Hiads 
or Xneids be True or TO, It is not two Peuce up 
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or down to any Man in the World. And therefore 


ther to Oppoſe or Fuſtify the Truth of theſe Re-- 
Jations. CE Nh | ; 
Bu T our very Souls and Bodies, both this Life 
and Eternity, are concern'd in the Truth of what 
is related in the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore 
Men wou'd be more inquiſitive to ſearch into the 


Truth of theſe, than of any other Matters of Fact; 


Examine and ſift them narrowly , and find out 
the Deceit, if any ſuch cou'd be found; For it con- 
cern'd them Nearly, and was of the laſt Importance 


to them. 


Ho w unreaſonable then is it to reject theſe Mat- 
ters of Fact ſo ſifted, ſo examin d, and ſo atteſted as no 


other Matters of Fact in the World ever were; and 


yet to think it the moſt highly Unreaſonabl?, even to 
Madneſs, to deny other Matters of Fact, which have 
not the thouſandth part of their Evidence, and are 
of no Conſequence at all to Us, whether True or 
Falſe ! 5 my 


VII. TRERE are feveral other Tapics, from 
whence the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is evin- 
ced to all who judge by 1 and give themſelves 
leave to conſder. As the Inprobability that Ten or 


- 


Twelve poor illiterate Fiſher-men ſhould form a De- 
fign of converting the whole World to believe their 


Deluſfons , and the Tmpoſſbility of their effecting it, 
without Force of Arms, Learning, Oratory, or any 
one viſible thing that could recommend them! And 
to impoſe a Doctrine quite oppoſite to the Lufts and 
Pleaſures of Men, ad all worldly Advantages, or 


Enjoyments! And this in an Age of ſo great Learning 


and 19 7 1 as that wherein the Goſpel was firſt 
reach d! That theſe Apofles ſhoyld not only un- 


dergo all the Scorn and Contempt, but the ſevereſt 
wtf Per fecutions, and moſt cruel Deaths that could 


be inflicted, in Atteſtation to what e 
1275 | knew 
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. 
knew to be a meer Deceit and Forgery of their own 
contriving ! Some have ſuffer'd for Errors which 
they thought to be Truth , but never any for what 
themſelves knew to be Lies, And the Apofiles muſt 
know what they taught to be Lyes, if it was fo, be- 
cauſe they ſpoke of thoſe things which 
Acts iv. 20. they ſaid, they bad both ſeen and beard, 
1 Joh. I. i. had look d upon, and handled with 
their Hands, &c. 

Neither can it be ſaid, that they, perhaps, might 
have propos d ſome temporal Advantages to them- 
ſelves, but miſs'd of them, and met with Sufferings 
inſtead of them: For, if it had been ſo, it is 
more than probable, that when they ſaw their Diſ- 
appointment, they would have diſcover'd their 
Conſpiracy; eſpecially when they might not have 
only ſav'd their Lives, but got great Rewards for 
doing of it z that not one of them ſhould ever have 
been brought to do this! 

Bur this is not all: for they tell us, that their 
Maſter bid them expect nothing but Sufferings in 
this World. This is the Tenure of all that Goſpel 
which they taught. And they told the ſame to all 
whom they Converted, So that here was no Dif- 
appointment. 

Fox, all that were Converted by them, were 
Converted upon the certain Expe@ation of Suffer- 
7ngs, and bidden. prepare for it. Chrift command- 
ed his Diſciples to take up their Croſs daily and 
follow him; and told them, that in the World 
they ſhould have Tribulation : That whoever did 
not forſake Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Lands, 
and their very Lives, could not be his Diſciples : 
That he, who ſought to ſave his Life in this World, 
ſhould loſe it in the next. 

Now, That this deſpiſed Doctrine of the Croſs 


3X ſhould prevail fo Univerſally againſt the Allure- 


ments of Fleſh and Blood, and all the Blandiſhments 
at this World z againſt the Rage and Perſecution a1 
0 : 


[26] 
all the Kings and Powers of the Earth, muſt ſhew 
its Original to be Divine, and its Protector Almighty, © 

What is it elſe, could Conquer without Arms, Per- 6 
ſuade without Rhetorick; overcome Enemies; diſarm 
Tyrants, and ſubdue Empires without Oppoſition ! | 
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VIII. Wr may add to all this, the Teſtimonies of 
the moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecutors of Chriſti- 
anity, bothFews and Gentiles, to the Truth of the 
Matter of Fai of Chriſt, ſuch as Joſephus and Tact- 
tus; of Which the Firſt flouriſh'd about Forty Years 
after the Death of Chriſt, and the Other about Se- 
venty Years after: So that they were capable of 
examining into the Truth, and wanted not Prejudice i 
and Malice ſufficient to have inclin'd them to deny 
the Matter of Fad itſelf of Chrift : But their Con- 

felling to it, as likewiſe Lucian, Cel ſus, Forphyry, 

and Julian the Apoſtate ; the Mahometans ſince, and 
all other Enemies of Chriſtianity that have ariſen in 
the World, is an undeniable Atteſtation to the 

Truth of the Matter of Fact. 


IX. Bur there is another Argument more 
ſtrong and convincing than even this Matter of 
Fact; more than the Certainty of what I ſee with ml 
my Eyes: and which the Apoſtle Peter call'd a more 
ſure Word, that is, Proof, than what he ſaw and 
heard upon the Holy Mount, when our Bleſſed Savi- 
our was Transfigured before him and two other of 
the Apoſtles : For, having repeated that Paſſage as 
A Proof of that whereof they were Eye it ne ſſes, 
and heard the Voice from Heaven giving Atteſtation 
to our Lord Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 16, 17, 18. He fays, 
ver. 19. We have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy 
for the Proof of this Fefus being the Me ſiab, that is, 
the Prophecies which had gone before of Him, from ü 
the Beginning of the World; and A exactly ful- 
W hr cttaws ern 6 i ie 8 
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MEN may diſpute an Impoſition or Delufion up- 
on our outward Senſes; but how that can be Falſe 
that has been ſo long, even from the Beginning of 
the World, and ſo often by all the Prophets, in ſe- 
veral Ages foretold; how can this be an-Impoſitior, 
or a Forgery? a 
" XX Txrs is particularly inſiſted on in the Method 
, X pith the Jews: And even the Deiſis muſt confeſs, that 
that Book we call the Old- Teſtament, was in the 
Hands of the Fews long before onr Saviour came in- 
to the World. And if they will be at the Pains to 
compare the Prophefies that are there of the Meftab, 
with the Fulfilling of them, as to Time, Place, and 
all other Circumſtances, in the Perſon, Birth, Life, 
Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, will find this Proof what our Apoſtle here 
calls it, a Light ſhining in a dark place, until the Day 
dawn, and the Day- ſtar ariſe in your Hearts. Which God 
grant. Here is no poſſibility of Deceit or Inpaſture. 
OLD Prapheſies, (and all ſo agreeing) con'd not have 
been contrived to countenance a new Cheat: And 
nothing cou'd be a Cheat, that cou d fulfil all theſe. 
= Fox this therefore I refer the Deiſts to the Method 
= with the'Fews. Os | 
l deſire them likewiſe ta look there, Sect. XI. and 
== conſider the Propheſies given ſo long ago, of which they 
ſee the Fulfilling at this Day, with their own Eyes, 
of the State of the Jews, for many Ages paſt, and at 
pireſent; without a King, or Frieſt, or Temple, or Sacri- 
Ace, ſcattered to the four Winds, Sifted as with a Sieve, 
among all Nations, yet preſerved, and always fo to 
be, a diſtin& People from all others of the whole 
=& Earth. Whereas thoſe Mighty Monarchies which Op- 
preſſed the Fews, and which Commanded the World, 
in their turns; and had the greateſt Humane Pro- 
ſpect of Perpetuity, were to be extinguiſh'd, as 
they have been, even that their Names ſhould be 
blotted out from under Heavenn. 
= As likewiſe, That as Remarkable of our Bleſſed 
Avio, concerning the Preſervatiqn and Progreſs of 
ET £28 
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the Chriſtian Church, when in her Swadling laat bs, 1 
conſiſting only of a few poor Fiſber- Men. Not by 
the Sword, as that of Mabomet, but under all the 


Perſecution of Men and Hell; which yet ſhould 


not prevail againſt Her. 
Bur though I offer theſe, as not to be ſlighted 


by the Dei, to which they can ſhew nothing e- 


qual in all prophane Hiſtory; and in which it is im- 


poſſible any Cheat can lie; yet I put them not up- 
on the ſame Foot as the Fropheſies before- mention d 
of the Marks and Coming of the Meſiab, which 


have been ſince the Vorld began. | 


| AND that General Expectation of the whole Y 
Earth, at the Time of His Coming, inſiſted up- 
on in the Method with the Jews, Sect. V. is Greatly 


to be Notic'd. 


Bu r, I ſay, the foregoing Propheſics of our Savi- 


our, are ſo ſtrong a Proof, as even Miracles wou'd 


not be ſufficient to break their Authority. 


I mean, if it were poſible that a True Miracle 


tioned. Yet they 
cauſe they think that the Goſpe 
dition to the Law, Which, if it were, the Con- 


ſequence would be unavoidable, that Both cou'd not 
be True, To ſolve this, is the Buſineſs of the | 


Method with the Jews. But the Contradi@ion, which 


they ſuppoſe, is in their Comments that they put 


upon the Law, eſpecially they expect a Literal Ful- 
filling of thoſe Promiſes of the Keſtanration of Je- 


wh 


could be wrought, in contradiction to them. For 
that would be for God to contradi& Himſelf. 1 
Bu T no Sign or Vonder, that could poſſibly be 
ſolv'd, ſhould ſhake this Evidence. | 
Ix is this that keeps the Fews in their Obſtinacy. 
Tho? they cannot deny the Matters of Fa done by | 
our Bleſſed Saviour, to be truly Miracles, if ſo done 
as ſaid. Nor can they deny that they were ſo done, 

becauſe they have all the Four Marks beforemen- 
cannot yield! Why? Be- 
is in contra. 


. "ta 
os ARS P 


ruſalem, and outward Glorie of the Church, 14 9 


which there is ſach frequent mention in the Books 
5, of Moſes, the Pſalms, and all the Prophets. And 


many Chriſtians do expect the ſame and take thoſe 


f 1 1 9 


End they have been ſo miraculouſly Preſerved, ac- 


d cording to the 2 ſo long before of it. And 


*Zwhen that Time 


y 
1 


* 
\ 


Ware the Fathers, and from whom, as concerning the 
leſh, Chriſt came. Tr * offs 
TEN will be fulfill'd that outward Grandeur and 


"is 
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? x 1 
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FJ. Tay pretend not that this is limited to any par- 
y EEticular Time of the Reign of the Mefiab. They are 
le ure it will not be at the beginning; for they ex- 


E, 
1- 
= Xs Final Congueſt, and that they come to Reign with 
;- him. So that this is no Obſtruction to their Em- 
racing of Chriſtianity. They ſee the ſame things 
fulfill'd in us, which they expect Themſelves; and 
ve expect the ſame things they do. | 
Dh I tell this to the Deifts, left they may think that 
the Jens have ſome ſtronger Arguments than they 
now of ; That they are not perſuaded by the 
racles of our Bleſſed Savionr, and by the ful * 
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of all the Tg in him, that were made con- 
cerning the Meftah. 35 


2 


As T ſaid before, I wou'd not plead eren Miras 


cles againſt theſe. 
AN p if this is ſufficient to perſuade a Few, it 


is much more ſo to a Deiſt, who labours not under 


theſe Objections. 


*Bes1DEs, I wou'd not ſeem to claſh with that (in 
a found Senſe) reaſonable Caution, us d by Chriſtian 


Writers, not to put the Iſſue gf the Truth wholy 


upon Miracles, without this addition, when not 
done in Contradiction to the Revelations already 


given in the Holy'Scriptttres, . 
"AN Þ they do it upon this Conſideration, That 
tho” it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that God wou'd 


work a real Miracle, in contradiction to what he 


has already Reveal d: Yet Men may be impos'd up- 


on by Falſe and Seeming Miracles, and pretended 


Revelations, (as there are many Examples, eſpecial- 
Iy in the Church of Rome) and fo may be ſhaken in 
the Faith, if they keep not to the Hely Scriptures 
HP Rp. „ 


We are told, 2 The. TI. 9. of him whoſe coming 


is after the worklny” of Satan, with all Power, at 
Signs, and 'Lying-worders, And Rev. Xili. 14. xvi. 


14. and xix. 20. of the Devil, and Falſe- Prophets 
working Miracles: But the Word, in all theſe 


Places, is only Zu Signs, that is, as it is ren- 
der'd Matth. xxv. 24. which tho' ſometimes it may 
be us'd to fignifie Real Miracles, yet not always, not 
in theſe Places: For though every Miracle 

Sign and a Vonder, yet every Sign, or Wonder, is 
nõt a Miracle. hy | 


X. Here it may be proper to confider a com- 


mon Topic of the Deiſts, who when they ate not a- 
ble to ſtand out againft the Evidence of Fad, that 
ſuck and ſuch Mifacles have been done: Then turn 
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9 about and deny ſuch Things to be Miracles, at leaſt; 


1 5 : racle, f 


1 Ap the Great Argument they go upon, is this, 
; 9 That a Miracle being that which exceeds the Power 
of Nature, We cannot know what exceeds it, unleſs 
_ : , 
wee knew the utmoſt Extent of the Power of Nature + 


— 
#3 
* 4 


ure of any thing, in ſome meaſure; and that cer- 
Eftainly too. For Example; Tho' I do not know 
the utmoſt Extent of the Power of Fire, yet I cer- 
XX ainly. know, That it is the Nature of Fire to burn: 


4 nd that when proper Fewel is adminiſtred to it, 

t is contrary to the Nature of Fire not to con- 

7 ume it. Therefore, if I ſee three Men taken off 

t be Street, in their common wearing Apparel, and 

2 Pithout any Freparation, caſt into the midſt of a 

3 Purning Fiery Furnace; and that the Flame was fo 4 


Perce, that it burnt up thoſe Men that threw them 
==; and yet that theſe who were thrown in, ſhou d 1 
alk up and down in the Bottom of the Farnace, 
Ind I ſhou'd fee a Fourth Perſon with them of Glo- 

Pons Appearance like the Son of God; and that 
cle Men ſhou'd come up again out of the Furnace 

= ET * without 
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withcut any harm, or ſo much as the ſmell of Fire 
upon themſelves, or their Cloaths, I could not be 
deceiv'd in thinking that there was a Stop put to 
the Nature of Fire, as to theſe Men; and that it 
had its Effect upon the Men whom it burned at the 
ſame Time. 

AGAIN, Tho' I cannot tell how Wonderful and 
Sudden an Increaſe of Corn might be produc'd by the 
concurrence of many Cauſes, as a warm Climate, the 


fertility of the Soil, &c.Yet this I can certainly know, 


That there is not that Natural Force in the Breath 


ot two or three Words ſpoken to' multiply one ſmall 


Loaf of Bread ſo faſt, in the breaking of it, as Truly 
and Really, not only in Appearance and Shew to the 
Eye, but to fill the Belles of ſeveral Thouſand 
hungry Perſons; and that the Fragments ſhou'd be 
much more than the Bread was at firſt. 5 

8 neither in a Word ſpoken, to raiſe the Dead, 
cure Deſeaſes, &c. .. | 


THEREFORE, tho'we know not the utmoſt Extent 


of the Power of Nature; yet we can certainly know 
what is Contrary to the Nature of ſeveral ſuch Things 
as we do know. 2 7 255 

AND therefore tho* we may be cheated and im- 
pos'd upon in many. Seeming-Mzracles and Wonders , 
yet there are ſome Things wherein we may be Cer- 
tain, {5 8 
an Almighty Power, who made all Things; 

Jer they would put jt out of his Fer to make 
any Revelation of his Will to Mankind. For if we 
cannot be certain of any Miracle, How fhould 
we know when God ſent any thing Extraordinary 


to us? | | 
N 4 y, How ſhould we know the ordinary Power 


of Nature, if we know not what exceeded it ? If we 1 


know not what is Natural, how do we know there is 
ſuch a thing as Nature? That all is not Superne- 


tural, all Miracles, and ſo diſputable, till we come 


Bor further, the Deiſts acknowledge a God, of il 


HJ 

ww downright Scepticiſm, and doubt the Certainty of 
our outward Senſts, whether, we See, Hear, or Feel; 
or all be not a miraculous Illuſion ! © Y 

Wu lick, becauſe I know the Deiffs are not in- 
clin'd to do, therefore I will return to purſue my 
Argument upon the conviction of our ont ward Senſes; 
deſiring only this, That they wou'd allow the Sen- 
ſes of other Men to be as Certain as their own: 
Which they cannot refuſe, ſince without this, they 
can have no Certainty of their own. | 


XI. TatrEFcke, from what has been ſaid, the 
Cauſe is ſumm'd up ſhortly in this, That tho' we 
cannot ſee what was done before our Time, yet by 
the Marks which I have laid down concerning the 
certainty of Matters of Fa done before our Time; 
we may be as much aſſur'd of the Truth of em, as 
If we = them with our Eyes; becauſe whatever 

Matter of FaF has all the four Marks before-men= 
t tioned, con'd never have been Invented and Rectiu'd, 
but upon the Conviction of the «autward Sen ſes of all 
=X thoſe who did Receive it, as before is demonſtrated; 
And therefore this Topic which I have choſen, does 
ſtand upon the Conviction even of Men's out- 
XX ward Senſes, And ſince you have confin'd me td 
one Topic, I have not inſiſted upon the other, whack 
have only nam'd. | 


XII. And now it lies upon the Deifts, if they 
wou'd appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew ſome 
== Matter of FaT of former Ages, which they allow to 
de true, that has greater Evidence bf its Truth, 
than the Matters of Fact of Moſes and of Chriſt: 
—X Otherwiſe they cannot, with any ſhew. of Reaſon; 
=D rezect the one, and yet admit of the other: 
Bur, I have given them greater Latitüde than 
his; for I have ſhewn ſuch Marks of the Truth of 
the Matters of Fa# of Moſes and of Chrift, as no 
eher Matters af Fa of thoſe Times, however true, 
2 5 bave, 
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Deltruttion, 607h of Soul and Body, 
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have, but theſe only: And I put it 1 8 them to 
ſhew any Forgery that has All theſe Marks. 
TE 1s is a ſhort ſue. Keep them cloſe to this. 
This determines the Cauſe all at once. | 
LET them produce their Apollonius Tyangus, 
whoſe Life was put into Engliſh by the execrable 


* Charles Blount, and compard with all the Vit. 


and Malice he was Maſter of, to the Life and Mi- 
racles of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
LET them take Aid from all the Legends in 

the Church of Rome, thoſe Pious Cheats, the foreſt 
Diſgraces of Chriſtianity ;, and which have bid the 
faireſt of any one Contrivance, to overturn the 
Certainty of the Miracles of Chriſt, and his Apo- 
files, and whole Truth of the Goſpel, by putting 
them all upon the ſame Foot; at leaſt, they are ſo 
nnderſtood by the generality of their Devotees, tho' 
Diſown'd and Laugh d at by the Learn d, and Men 
of Senſe among them. 

LE them Pick and Chuſe the moſt probable of 
all the Fables of the Heathen Deities, and ſee if 
they can find in any of theſe, the Four Marks be- 
fore- mention d. | x 
OrRERZWISE let them ſubmit to the Irrefraga- 
ble Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion. 


XIII. But, if, notwithſtanding of all that is 
ſaid, the Deiſts will ſtill contend, Tnat all this is but 
Frieſt Craft, the Invention of Prieſts, for their n= 

| © Profit, 


„„ — 


* The Hand of that Scorner, which durſt write ſuch outragious Blaſphe- 
my againſt his Maker, the Divine Vengeance has made his own Execu- 
tioner, Which I wou'd not have mextion'd (becauſe the like Fudgment 
has befall'n others) but that the Theiſtica Club, pave ſet this up as 4 
Principle ; and printed a Vindication of this ſame Blount, for murdering 
of himſelf, by way of Juſtification of v.1ft-murder. Which ſome of them 

ave fince, as well as formerly, horribly practi ſed upon themſelves. 


Therefore this is no common Judgment to which they are delivered, 0 


bat a Viſible Mark ſer upon them, to 
them; and as @ Caution to all Chriitians, 1 e of them, aud 
wo: to come near the Tents of :heſe wicked Men, leſt they perilh in their 


\ 
' 
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Profit, &c; then they will give us an Hea of Priefs; 
far different from what they intend : For then,. we 
muſt look upon theſe Prieſts, not only as the Cun- 
ingeſt and Wiſeſt of Mankind, but we ſhall be 
tempted to adore them as Deities, who have 
ſuch Power, as to impoſe, at their pleaſure, up- 
on the Senſes of Mankind to make them believe, 
that they had practis d ſuch Publick Inſtitutions, E- 
nacted them by Laws,Tanght them to their Childreng 
Kc. when they had never done any of theſe Things, 
or ever ſo -much as heard of them before : And 
then, upon the Credit of their Believing that they 
had done ſuch Things as they never did, to make 
them further Believe, upon the ſame Foundation, 
whatever they pleas'd to impoſe upon them, as to 
Former Ages: I ſay, ſuch a Power as this, mult ex- 
cCeed all that is Human; and, conſequently, make us 
XZ rank theſe Prieſts far above the Condition of Mortals. 

2. NA x, this were to make them out- do all that 
has ever been related of the Infernal Powers : For 
though their Leger-demain has extended to deceive 
X ſome unwary Beholders; and their Power of Working 
X ſome ſeeming Miracles has been great, yet it never 
reach d, nor ever was ſuppos'd to reach fo far, as 


X ſuch Fublick and Notorious Nature as thoſe of which 
We now ſpeak, to make them believe, that they 
had enadel Laws for ſuch publick Obſervances, con- 
tinually Practis'd them, Taught them to their 
Children, and had been Inſtructed in them themſelves 
from their Childbood, if they had never Enacted, 
Factisd, Taught, or been Taught ſuch Things. 
23. AND as this exceeds all the Power of Hell 
and Devils, io is it more than ever God Al- 
== 7zghty has done ſince the Foundation of the World, 
BS None of the Miracles that He has ſhewn, or Be- 
lief which He has requir'd to any thing that He 
haas Reveal 'd, has ever contradicted the ont ward 
= 5c: of any one Man in the World, much leſs — 
C 2 A 
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to deceive the Senſes of all Mankind, in Matters of 
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all Mankind together. For Miracles bein g Ap- 
peals to ovr cutward Senſes, if they ſhou'd over- 
throw the Certainty of our outward Senſes, muſt de- 
ſtroy, with it, all their own Certarnty,as to us; ſince 
we have no other way to judge of a Miracle exhi- 
bited to our Senſes.than upon the Suppoſition of the 
Certainty of our Senſes, upon which we give credit 
to a Miracle, that is thewn to our Senſes, 
4. TH1s, by the way, is a yet unanſwer'd 
Argument againft the Miracle of Tranſubſtantiation, 
and ſhews the Weakneſs of the Defence which the 
Church of Rome offers for it, (from whom the Soci- 
nians have lick'd it up, and, of late, have Glory'd 
much in it amongſt us,) That the Doctrines of the 
Trinity or Incarnation contain as great ſeeming Ab- 
ſurdities as that of Tranſulſtantiation. For I wou'd 
ask, Which of our Senſes it is which the Doctrines 
of the Trinity or Incarnation do contradict ? Is it 
our Seeing, Hearing, Feeling, Taſte, or Smell © whereas 
Tranſubſtantiation do's contradict all of theſe, There- 
fore the Compariſon is exceeding ſhort, and out of 
purpoſe, But to Return. Shs 
Ix the Chriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and nothing 
elſe but the Invention of Prieſts ; and carry'd on by 
their Craft, it makes their Power and Vi ſdom greater, 
than thatof Men, Angels, or Devils, and more than 
God Himſelf ever yet ihew'd or expreſs'd, to De- 
ceive and Impoſe upon the Senſes of Mankind, in ſuch 
Publick and Notorious Matters of Fad, | 


XIV. AND this Miracle, which the Deiſts muſt 


run into to avoid theſe recorded of Moſes and Chriſt, 


is much greater, and more aſtoniſhing than all the 
Scriptures tell of Them. . | 

So that theſe Men, who laugh at all Miracles, 
are now oblig'd to account for the greateſt of all, 
how the Seuſs of Mankind cou'd be impos'd upon in 
ſuch publick Matters of Fac. | G 
AN p how then can they make the Priefts oe 
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moſt contemptible of all Mankind, ſince they make 
Them the ſole Authors of this the greateſt of Miracles. 


XV. An p ſince the Deifts, (theſe Men of Senſe 
and Reaſon) have ſo vile and mean an Idea of the 
* Prieſts of all Religions, why do they not recover the 
World out of the Poſſeſion aud Government of ſuch 

” Blockbeads? Why do they ſuffer Kings and States to 
be led by Them; to eſtabliſh their Deceits by Laws, 
and infli& Penalties upon the Oppoſers of them? Let 
the Deifts try their Hands; they have been trying, 
and are now buſie about it. And free Liberty they 
have. Yet have they not prevail'd, nor ever yet did 
prevail in any Civiliz'd or Generous Nation. And 
tho' they have ſome Inroads among the Hotentots, and 
ſome other the moſt Brutal Part of Mankind, yet are 
they {till exploled, and 8 have and do prevail 
againſt them, among not only the Greateſt, but Beſf 
Part of the World, and the moſt Glorious for Arts, 
Learning, and Var. | + 3-5 


XVI. Fo R as the Devil do's ape God, in His In- 
fiitutions of Religion; His Feaſts, Sacrifices, 8c. ſo 
likewiſe in His Priefts, without whom, no Religion, 
whether True or Fal ſa, can ſtand. Falſe Religion is 
but a Corruption of the Tue. The True was before 
it; though it be follow'd cloſe upon the Heels. 

| THe Revelation made to Moſes, is elder than a- 
ny Hiſtory extant in the Heathen World. The Hea- 
thens, in Imitation of him, pretended, likewiſe to 
their Revelations: But I have given thoſe Marks 
which diſtinguiſh them from the Trae : None of 
them have thoſe Four Marks before · mentioned. 

Now the Deifts think all Revelations to be equal- 
ly Pretended, and a Cheat; and the Prieſts of all Re- 
[zgtons to be the ſame Contrivers and Fuglers,; and 
therefore they proclaim War equally againſt all, 
and are equally engag'd to bear the Brunt of all. 
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AND if the Conteſt be only betwixt the Deiffs 

and the Prieſts, which of them are the Men of the 

greateſt Parts and Senſe, let the Effects determine it 

and let the Deiſts yield the Vi&ory to their Conquer - 

ors, who by their own. Confeſſion, carry all the 
World before then. 


XVII. Ir the Deifts ſay, That this is becauſe all 
the World are Blockbeads, as well as thoſe Priefts 
who govern them; that all are Blockheads, except 
the Deiſte, who vote themſelves only to be Men of 


Senſe, This, (beſides the Modeſty of it) will ſpoil 


. their great and beloved Topic, in behalf of what. 


they call Natural Religion, againſt the Reveal'd, 
viz. appealing to the Common Reaſon of Mankind: 


This they ſet up againſt Revelation; think this to be 


ſufficient for all the uſes of Men, here, or hereafter, 
F there be any after. State) and therefore that there 
18 no uſe of Revelation: This Common Reaſon they 
advance as Infallible, at leaſt, as the ſureſt Guide, 
yet now cry out upon it, when 1t turns againſt 
them; when this Common Reaſon runs after Revela- 
tion, (as it always has done) then Common Reaſon is 
a Beaſt, and we muſt look for Reaſon, not from the 


Common Sentiments of Mankind, but only among the 
Beaux, the Deifts. 


XVII. Trexerores, if the Deiffs would a- 
void the Mortification, (which will be very uneaſie 
to them) to yield and ſubmit to be Subdu'd and Hew'd 
' down before the Prieffs, whom of all Mankind they 
Hate and Deſpiſe, if they would avoid this, let em 
confels, as the Truth is, That Religion is no Inven- 
tion of Priefs, but of Divine Original: That Priefts 
were Inſtituted by the ſame Author of Religion 
and that their Order is a Perpetual and Living Monu- 
ment of the Matters of Fact of their Religion, In- 
ſtituted from the Tixye that ſuch Matters of Fa# 


were {41d to be done, as the Levites from 2 . 
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the Apoſtles, and ſucceeding Clergy, from Chriſt, to 
this Day. That no Heathen Priefts can ſay the ſame : 
They were not appointed by the Gods whom they 
ſerved, but by others in after-Ages: They cannot 
ſtand the Teft of the Four Rules before mentioned, 
which the Chriſtian Prieſts can do, and they only. 
Now the Chriſtian Frieſthood, as Inſtituted by Chriſt 
Himſelf, and continu'd by Succefton to this Day, 
being as Impregnable and Flagrant a Teftimony to the 


Truth of the Matters of Fadt of Chrift, as the Sa- 


craments, or any other Publick Inſtitutions: Beſides 
that, if the Prieſthood were taken away, the Sarra- 
ments, and other Publick Inffitutions, which are ad- 
miniſtred by their Hands, muſt fall with them: 
Therefore the Devil has been moſt buſie, and bent 
his greateſt Force, in all Ages, againſt the Prieſt 
hood, knowing, that if That goes down, All go's 
with it, 


XIX. WIr E the Deiſts, in this Cauſe, are join'd 
the Duakers, and other of our Diſſenters, who throw 
off the Succeſion of our Frieſthood, (by which only 
it can be demonſtrated) together with the Sacra- 
ments and publick Feſtivals. And if the Devil cou'd 
have prevail'd to have theſe dropt, the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion would loſe the moſt Undemable and Demonſtra- 
tive Proof for the Truth of the Matter of Fact of 
our Saviour, upon which the Truth of his Do@rane ' 
do's depend. Therefore we may ſee the Artifice and 
Malice of the Devil, in all theſe Attempts. And 
let thoſe wretched Inſtruments, whom he Tgnorantly 
(and ſome by a miſguided Zeal) has deluded thus to 
undermine Chriſtianity, now at laſt look back and 
{ee the Snare in which they have been taken: For 


1 it they had prevail'd, or ever ſhould, Chriſtianity 


dies with them. At leaſt, it will be render d pre- 
cartons, as a thing of which no Certain Proof can be 
given, Therefore let thoſe of them, who have any 
Zeal for the Truth, bleſs God that they have not 

C4 | pre- 
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prevail'd; and quickly leave them; and let all or 
thers be aware of them. | | 

AND let us Confider and Honour the Prieſthood, 
Sacraments, and other Publick Inflitutions of Chzift, 
not only as Means of Grace, and Helps to Devotion, 
but as the Great Evidences of the Chriftian Religion. 
' Sucn Evidences as no pretended Revelation ever 
had, or can have. Such as do plainly diſtinguiſh it 
from all fooliſh Legends and Impaſtures whatlſoeyer. 


XX. AN p now, laſt of all, if one Word of 
Advice would not be loſt, upon Men who think ſo, 
unmeaſurably of themſelves, as the Deiſts, you may 
repreſent to them, what a Condition they are in, 
who ſpend that Life and Senſe, which God has given 
them, in Ridiculing the Greateſt of His Fla. 
His Revelations of Chriſt, and by Chrif, to Redeem 
thoſe from Eternal Miſery, who ſhall Believe in 
Him, and Obey His Laws. And that God, in His 
wonderful Mercy and Vi ſdom, has ſo Guarded His 
Revelations, as that it is paſt the Power of Men or 


Devils to Counterfeit : And that there is no Denying 


of them, unleſs we will be ſo abſurd, as to deny 
not only the Reaſon, but the Certainty of the out- 
ward Senſes, not only of One, or Two, or Three, but 
of Mankind in General. That this Caſe is ſo very 


Plain, that nothing but want of Thought can hinder. 
any to diſcoyer it. That they muſt yield it to be 


ſo Plain, unleſs they can ſhew ſoine Forgery, which 
has all the Four Marks, before ſet down. But if 
they cannot do this, they muſt quit their Cauſe, 
and yield a Happy Victory over themſelves: Or elſe 
ſit down under all that Iguominy, with which they 
have loaded the Prieſts, of being, not only the moſt 


Frnicious, but (what will Gall them more) the moſt 
Ixconfiderate, and Iuconſderable of Mankind, © 


Taran. 
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TA EIETORE, let them not think it an Under- 
valuing of their Vorthineſs, that their whole Cauſe 
is compriſed within ſo narrow a Compaſs: And no 
more Time beftow'd upon it than it is worth, © _ 
Bor let them, rather, Reflect, how far they 
have been all this Time from Chriſtianity , whoſe 
XZ Rudiments they are yet to learn! How far from the 
Way of Salvation! How far the Race of their Lives 
js run, before they have ſet one Step in the Road to 
Heaven And therefore, how much Diligence they 
X ought to uſe, to redeem all that Time they have 
WY Jo, left they loſe themfelves for ever, and be con- 
=X vine'd, by a dreadful Experience, when it is too 
late, That the Goſpel is a Truth, and of the laſt 
2X Eonſequence. » | N 


© Diſcourſe concerning Ep1SCOPACY- 


* SHALL begin this Diſcourſe with a 
RE R692 ſolemn Appeal to every Perſon, who has 


read the foregoing ſhort Method with 
A 145 the Deiſts, whether it is not abſolutely 
neceſfary, that a lineal and uniuterrupted 
Nucceſion of the Miniſters of Jegus CnRIAT ſbould 
=: preſerved, left Chriſtianity, dur holy Religion 


Jhoulg 
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ſhould be render'd precarious, as a Thing of which no 
certain Proof can be given? | | 

I AM ſure there is no Man in his Wits but will 


ay, it 7s abſolutely neceſſary. 


T wou'd not be ſo underſtood, as if I meant that 1 
every One who has read the ſhort Method, is fully | 


convinc'd that the Succeſion muſt be derived in the 
Biſhops - But this I mean; that there is no Man 


(without he has a Deſign to ſap and undermine the 
very Foundations of Chriſtianity) but will,nayy he muſt 
own, that it is of abſolute Neceſſity, that there ſhould 
be an uninterrupted Succeſſion of the * Prieſthood pre: 
ſerved ; And for this reaſon, becauſe ſhou'd the Suc- 
ceſſion be broken and interrupted, the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion would loſe the moſt undeniable and demonſtra- 
tive Proof for the Truth of the Matter of Fact of our 
Saviour, upon which the Truth of his Doctrine do's 
depend. For the Proof and Illuſtration of which I 
refer to the Short Met hod. | 

AV D 2dly, I ask thoſe Perſons who have perus'd 
what Mr. Pemberton (a famous diſſenting Teacher in 
New-England, now deceas'd). has ſaid in his Diſ- 
courſe of Ordination by Presbyters, whether he is 
not ſatisfy'd that, It is moſt evident that thoſe who 


are to ſerve God in the Miniſtry of his Goſpel, 


muſt be — 1 aut horix d to diſcharge the Office of a 
Goſpel Miffifter * And that, God has not left this 


Work of the Miniſtry in common, but within a ſa- 


cred Incloſure, which can't be broke over without 
the Efforts of a Corah- like Spirit? As that great 
Man hath excellently expreſs'd it. But inaſmuch as 
this Treatiſe may fall into the Hands of ſome, who 
have not ſeen what Mr. Pemberton has written, g 
£5 ſha 
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+ Whether this Succeſſion muſt be preſerv'd only in the Bifhops, or 
whether it may not be deriv'd thro* the Presbyters, or whether Biſhops 
and Presbyters are not the ſame, I do not now ſay: But what I contend 
for es neceſſary, is an uninte: rupted Succeſſion of 9 Miniſters: And 
* that denyes ſuch a Succe ſſion of the Miniſtry to be neceſſarx, is an 

nemy to Glrifianiry. | 


* 
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ſhall ſay ſomething at this time by way of Advice 
to thoſe Perſons, who madly think that there is no- 
thing at all neceſſary to conſtitute a Goſpel Miniſter, 
but (what they fondly call) a good ſtock of Gifts, 
To theſe mad Enthuſiaſts, theſe heady Impoſtors, 
whoſe pretended Gifts are in nothing extra- 
ordinary, except in a furious Zeal without Know- 
ledge, and a Volubility of Tongue, which proceeds from 
a Habit of Speaking without Thinking ; and an Aſſu- - 
rance that is never out of Conntenance; for ten 
Thouſand Blunders, which wou'd daſh and confound 
any Man of Senſe, or Modeſty, or that confider'd 
the preſence of God, in which he ſpoke : To theſe 
Men I fay I ſhall ſpeak ſomething concerning the 
Qualifications requiſite in a Goſpel Miniſter. 

Txrest Qualifications are of two ſorts, Perſonal 
or Sacerdotal. | 

1ſt, Perſonal. The Holineſs of the Adminiſtrator, 
And, tho' this is a great Qualification to fit and pre- 
pare a Man for ſuch an holy Adminiſtration, yet 
this alone does not ſufficiently qualify any Man to 
take upon him ſuch an Adminiſtration. 

BUT there is moreover requir'd, 2dly, a Sacer- 
dotal Qualification ; that is, an outward Commiſſion 


to authoriſe a Man to execute wy, ſacerdotal, or 


miniſterial Act of Religion. For, This Honour no - 
Man taketh unto himſelf, but he that is called of God, 
as was Aaron; Heb. v. 4. So alſo CHRIST glorified 
not himſelf to be made an High-Prieft , but 2 that 
ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son; —— Thou art a 

Frieſt, 8c. | | 
' AccorRDINGLY we find, that Chriſt did not take 
upon him the Office of a Preacher, till after that 
outward Commiſſion given to Him by a Voice from 
Heaven, at his Baptiſm, for it is written, Mat. iv. 17. 
From that Time Jeſus began to preach, THEN 
He began; and He was then about thir:y Tears of 
Age. Luke iii. 23. Now no Man can doubt of 
Chriſt's Qualifications, before that Time, as to = 
melts 
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tend to it upon the Account of any perſonal Excel- 


* legions Hands upon the ſacred Office. 
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neſs, Sufficiency, and all perſonal Endowments. And 


;3f all theſe were not fufficient to Chriſt himſelf, | 
without an outward Commiſion, what Man can pre- 


lencies in himſelf, without an outward Commiſſion ? 


III. Ax p, as Chriſt was outwardly Commiſſiona- 
ted by his Father, ſo did not He leave it to his Diſ- 
ciples, every one's Opinion of his own Sufficiency, 
to thruſt himſelf into the Vineyard, but choſe twelve 
Apoſtles by Name; and ſeventy others of an infe- 
rior Order, whom he ſent to preach. 1 


IV. AND, as Chrift gave outward Commiſſions | 
while he was upon the Earth, fo we find that his 
Apoſtles did proceed in the ſame Method, after his | 
Aﬀcenſion. Acts xiv. 23. They ordained them Elders 
in every Church. Kd 

Le T this ſuffice to ſhew what ſacred Mounds are 
thrown up by Divine Appointment, a round this holy 
Calling: And tho' much more might be offer'd, I be- 
Heve this will be ſufhcient to affright the Head- 5 
ſtrong, and to keep bim from ſeizing with his ſacri- 


V. Bu T had they, who were thus ordained by 
the Apoſtles, Power to Ordain others? Yea, Tit. i. 5. 
For this Cut left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſi 
—— ordain Elders in every.City, 1 Tim, v. 22. Lax 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man, &c. Clement in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, writing concerning the 
Schiſm which was riſen up amongſt them, ſays Parag. 
44. That the Apoſtles fore- knowing there wou d be 
Conteſts concerning the Epiſcopal Name (or Office) did 
themſelves appoint the Perſons : And not only ſo, leſt 
that might be ſaid to be of Force only during their 
Time. But that they afterwards eſtabliſhed an Order 
how, when thoſe whom they had ordained ſhould die; 
worn, and approved Men, ſhould ſucceed them in 

Miniſtry. Parag. 43. That they who were ins 
| | truſted 
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truſted with this Work by God, in Chriſt, did conſti- 
tute theſe Offices. _ 1 | 

Br this Matter depends not upon the Teſti- 
mony of him, or many more that might be pro- 
duced, It is ſach a publick Matter of Fact, that I 
might as well go about to quote particular Authors, 
to prove that there were Emperors in Rome, as that 
the Miniſters of the Church of Chriſt were ordained 
to ſucceed one another, and that they did fo ſuge 
ceed. | | | | 7 

Bu T here is a Diſpute, whether this Succeſſon 
was preſerved in the Order of Biſhops or Presbyters? 
Or whether both are not the ſame ? 

To which I anſwer, that this Succeſion from the 
Apoſtles is preſerv'd and deriv'd only in the Biſhops - 
As the Continuance of any Society, is deduc'd ox 
in the Succeſſion of the chief Governors of the Soci- 
ety, not of the inferior Officers. Thus in Kingdoms 
we reckon by the Succeſſon of the Kings, not of 
Sherriffs or Conſtables; and in — by the 
Succeſſion of the Mayors, or other chief Officers; not 


of the inferior Bazliffs or Serjeants: So the Snc- 


ceſton of the Churches is computed in the Succeſſon 
of the Biſhops, who are the chief Governors of the 


| Churches, and not of Presbyters, who are but infert- 


our Officers under the Biſhops. 

BU T this you will fay is gratis diFum. Here is 
no Proof, Therefore to proceed. I anſwer that in 
this, the Matter of Fact is as clear and evident, as 
the Succeſtons of any Kings or Corporations in the 
9 | 

To begin with the Apoſtles, we find not only 
that they conſtituted Timothy Biſhop of Epheſus, 
and Iitus of Crete, as in the Subſcriptions of St. 
Paul's Epiſtles to them: But, in Euſebius and other 
Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtorians, you have the Biſhops nam'd 
who were conſtituted by the Apoſtles themſelves, o- 
ver the then famous Churches of Feruſalem, — 
| ON 


St. John the Apoſtle ; and St. Irenens,' who was Dif- 


quire 75 concerning Epi ſcopacy; and it is cer- 
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Rome and Alexandria, and _ other Churchet ; 
| 


and the Succeſion of them down all along. 
St. Polycarp, Biſhop of Smyrna, was Diſciple to 


ciple to St. Folycarp, was conſtituted Biſhop of Ly- 
ons in France. 

AND ſo it was in all other Churches, throughout 
the whole World, wherever Chriſtianity was plant- 
ed, Epiſcopacy was every where Eſtabliſhed, with- 
out one Exception, as is evident from all their Re- 
cords. 

IT was fo with England, whither it is generally 
ſuppos'd, and with very good Grounds, that St. 
Paul firſt brought the Chriſtian Faith. Clemens Ko- 
manus, who was a Companion of St. Paul, in his firſt 
* to the Corinthians, Paragr. 5. ſays, that St. 

aul went preaching the Goſpel even to the utmoſt 
Bounds of the Weſt , em v rpun fic Ade, by which 
Term Britain was then underſtood, And Theodoret 
expreſly names the Britains among the Nations con- 
verted by the Apoſtles, (Tom. 4. Serm. 9. p. 610.) 
And Enſebius in his Evangelical Demonſtration, (L. 3. 
c. 7. p. 113.) names likewiſe the Britains as then 
converted. | 

Bur whether St. Paul, or, as ſome conjecture, 
Foſeph of Arimathea, or any other Apoſtolical Per- 
ſon was the firſt who preached. Chriſt th England, it 
matters not, as to our preſent Purpoſe , who en- 


tain by all our Hiſtories, that as far up as they give 
us any Account of Chriſtianity in this Iſland, they 
tell us likewiſe. of Biſhops, and the Succeſſion of the 
Church of England has been deduc'd in the Succeſſion 
of Biſhops, and not of Presbyters. And particular- 
ly-in the -Dioceſs of London, which was the firſt 
Archi. Epiſcopal Seat, before Anguſtin the Monk came 
hither, after which it was eſtabliſh'd in Canterbury, 
And the Saxon Writers have tranſmitted the Suc- 
ceſton of their Biſhops in Canterbury, Rocheſter, Lon- 
don, 8c, AND 
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A Nv in Countries ſo remote and barbarous as 
Hand it ſelf we find the ſame care taken; Ara or 
Aras, an Tſlandiſh Prieſt Sire-nam'd Hinfrede the 
Learned, who flouriſh'd in the eleventh Century, 
and was 25 Years old when Chriſtianity was carry d 
thither, in his Book of that Country written in 
andi ſb, has tranſmitted to Poſterity, not only the 
Fucceſlon, but the Genealogie: of the Biſhops of 
Skalbolt and Hola (the two Epiſcopal Sees of Iſland) 
as they ſucceeded one another in his Time, I menti- 
on this of Iſland, to ſhew that Eprſcopacy has extend- 
ed it ſelf equally with Chriſtianity, which was car- 
ry'd by it, into the remoteſt corners of the Earth; 
upon which account the Biſhops of Skalholt and Ho- 
la, and their Succefton, are as remarkable Proofs of 
Epiſcopacy, tho* not ſo famous as the Biſhops of Cam 

Ir the He hun will ſay (becauſe they have 
nothing left to 
was but one Pariſh ;, and that the Presbyter of every 
other Pariſh was as much a Biſhop as the Biſhop of 
London, becauſe the words'Exiozor©- and Nyofurp©', 
Biſhop and Presbyter are ſometimes us'd in the ſame 
Senſe ; they may as well prove that Chrift was but 
a Deacon, becauſe He is ſo call'd. Rom. xv. S. Avr. 
which we rightly tranſlate a Miniſter : And Biſhop 
fignfies an Overſeer, and Presbyter an ancient Man, 
or elder Man; whence our Term of Alderman. And 
this is as good a Foundation to prove that the Apo- 
files were Aldermen, in the City Acceptation of the 
Word ; or that our Aldermen are all Biſhops and 
Aan, as to prove that Presbyters and Biſhops are 
all one, from the childiſh Gingle of the Words. 

IT wou'd be the ſame Thing, if one ſhou'd un- 
dertake to confront all Antiquity, and prove againſt 
all the Hiſtories, that the Emperors of Rome were no 
more than Generals of Armies, and that every Roman 


General was Emperor of Rome; becauſe he cou'd 


* find 


ay) that all London (5 Example) 
s 


* 
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find the Word Imperator ſometimes apply'd to the 
General of an Army. . 
Ox as if a Common · wealth man ſhou'd get up and 
ſay, that our former Kings were no more than our 
Dukes are now; becauſe the Stile of Grace, which 
is now given to Dukes, was then given to Kings, 
AND ſuppoſe that any One were put under the 
pennance of anſwering to ſuch ridiculous Argu- 
ments ; what Method wou'd He take, but to ſhew 
that the Emperors of Rome, and former Kings of 
England, had Generals of Armies and Dukes under 
them, and exercis'd Authority over them? 
 THEREFokE when we find it given in Charge to 
Timothy, the firſt Bo of Epheſus, how He was to 
proceed againſt his Presbyters, when they tranſ- 
gue to ſit in Judgment upon them, examine 
itneſſes againſt them, and paſs Cenſures upon them, 
it is a moſt impertinent Logomachy to argue from 
the Etymology of the Words, that notwithſtanding 
of all this, a Biſhop and Presbyter are the ſame thing. 
Therefore that one Text 1. Tim. v. 19. is ſuffici- 
ent to ſilence that pitiful clamour of the Pesbyteri- 
ans; our Engliſh -X x it, againſt an Elder, which is 
the Literal Tranſlation of the Word Presbyter, u 
$80 buTips againſt & PRESPYTER receive not an Accu- 
ſation, but before two or three Witneſſes, and, then 
that fin rebuke before all, that others alſo may fear, Now, 
upon the Presbyterian Hypotheſis, we muſt ſay that 
Timothy had no Authority or Juri ſdiction over that 
Presbyter, againſt whom He had power to receive 
Accuſations, examine ry. be and paſs Cenſures up» 
on Him: And that ſuch a Fresbyter had the ſame Au- 
_ thority over Timothy, which is ſo extravagant and 
againſt common Senſe, that I will not ſtay longer 
to confute it; and think this enough to have ſaid 
concerning the Freslyterian Argument from the Ety- 
molagy of the Words Biſhop aud Presbjter, 
ew 


& . 
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An D this likewiſe confutes their other Pretence; 
which Ihave mention'd, that the ancient Biſhopricks' 
were only ſingle and independent Congregations, or 
Pariſbes. This is a Topic they have taken up but of 
late, (being beaten from all their other Holds) and 
launched by Mr. David Cler kſon, in a Bcok which 
He entitles Primitive Emſcopacy which has gieren 
Occaſion to an excellent Anſwer, by Dr. Henry 
Maurice, call'd A Defence of Dioceſan Epi ſcopacy, 
which I ſuppoſe, has ended that Controverſy, and 
hindred the World from being more troubled upon 
that Head. And their other little Shift, and as 
groundleſs, that the Primitive Biſhops were no other 
than their Moderators, advanc'd more lately by Gilb- 
Rule the Moderator of the General Aſſembly in 
Scotland, has been as learnedly, and with great 
clearneſs of Reaſon, confuted-by the worthy F. S. 
in his Principles of the Cyprianic Age. | 
Bur as I ſaid, that Text, 1. Tim. v. 19. has 
made all theſe Pretences wholly uſeleſs to the Pres- 
byterians ; For ſuppoſing their moſt notorious falſe 
Suppoſition, as if the Biſhopricks of Fernſalem, Rome, 
Alexandria, or London, conſiſted but of one ſingle 
Congregation, and that ſuch Biſhops had nd Presbyters 
under them; but that all Presbyters were equally 
Biſhops , I ſay ſuppoſing this, then it muſt follow 
from what we read of Timothy, that one Biſhop or 
Presbyter had Juriſdiction over other Biſhops and 
Presbyters, which will deſtroy the Presbyterian Claim 
of Parity, as much as their Confeſſion to the 1rath, 
and plain Matter of Fa#, that Biſhops had Presbyters 
under their Juri ſdidtion; and that they were di- 
ſtinct Orders : Notwithitanding that a Biſhop may 
be called AA a Deacon, or Minifter of Chriſt , and 
likewiſe ng6Tp0-, an Elder or grave Man, which 
s a Term of Magiſtracy and Dignity, and is not ty'd 
to Age. And a Presbyter may likewiſe, in a ſound 
Senſe be called a Biſhop, that is, an Overſeer or 


Shepherd, which He truely is over his particular 
D Flock, 


1 EP 3 
Flock, withont denying at all his Dependance up- 
on H1s Biſhop and Overſeer. | , 

As under the Term of Prieſt, the High Prieſt 
was incluled, without deſtroying is Supremacy, o- 
ver the other Priefls. Againſt which Supremacy 
Kor AR and his Presbyters, or inferiour Prieſts aroſe. 

AND if the Presbyterians will take his Word, 
whom, of all tHe Fathers, they moſt admire, and 
quote often on their. ſide, that 1s, St. Ferom ; he 
will tell them, in that very 15 77 (ad Evagr.) which 
they boaſt favours them ſo much, That what 
Aaron and his Sons, and the Levites were in the 
Temple, that ſame are Biſhop, Presbyter, and Dea- 
con in the Church, 

AND long before Him, Clemens Romanus, who 
was Biſhop of Rome, who convers'd with the Apoſtles, 
and learn'd the Chriſtian Faith from their Mouths ; 
He I ſay, in his 1, Epiſtle to the Cormibians, 
makes frequent Alluſion to the Epiſcopacy of the 
Levitical Frieftbood, and argues from thence to that 
of the Chriſtian Church. „ 

Tubus Parag. 40 To the Aizh-Prieft (ſays he) 
were allotted his proper Offces, to the Prieſts, their 
proper Place was aſign d; and to the Levites their 
Services were appointed; and the Lay-men were re- 
ftrain'd within the Precept: to Lay- men. And Pa- 
ragr. 4 2. He applies that Scripture, Iſa. Ix. 17. to 
the Officers of the Chriſtian Church, and renders it 
thus; I will conſtitute their Biſhops in righteouſneſs, 
and their Miniſters (or Deacons) in Faith, The 
Greek Tranſlation of the LXX has it thus. I wil 
give Thee Rulers (or Princes) in Peace ; and thy Bi- 
ſhops in Righteouſneſs, . ! 

I T was the frequent Method of thoſe Primitive 
Fathers to Reaſon thus from the Parallel twixt the 
Law and the Goſpel, the one being an exact Type 
of the other, and therefore being fulfill'd in the o- 
ther. And in this they follow'd the Example of 
Chrift, and the Apoſtles who argu'd in the ſame 
| Manner, 
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Manner, as you may ſee Matth. v. and 1. Cor. x; 
the whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and in many o- 
ther Places of the New-Teſtament. | 

No w the Presbyterians are defir'd to ſhew any one 
Diſparity betwixt their Caſe and the Caſe of Korah; 
who was a Prieſt of the ſecond Order, that is, a 
Presbyter; and withdrew his Obedience from the 
High-Prieſt with other mutinous Levites + For there 
was no Matter of Doctrine, or Worſhip betwixt them 
and Aaron, nor any other Diſpute, but that of 
Church Government. And, by the Parallel betwixt 
the Old Teſtament and the New, Norah was a Presby- 
tcrian, who roſe up againſt the Epiſcopacy of A- 
aron. Bnt this Caſe is brought yet nearer home; 
for we are told (Fude 11.) of thoſe under the Goſpel, 
who periſh in the Gain ſaying of Korah : And in the 
Epiſtle of Clement to the Corinthians before quoted, 
Paragraph, 43. He plainly applies this Caſe of 
Korab, to the State of the Chriſtian Church; ſhew- 
ing at large, that as Moſes, by the Command of 
God, determin'd the Pretentions of the twelve 
Tribes to the Glory of the Prieſthood, by the mira- 
culous Budding of Aaron's Rod, which was after 
the Schiſm and Puniſhment of Korah and his Com- 
pany. So likewiſe, He ſays, the Apoſtles Foreknow- 
ing, by Chrift , that Diſſentions wou'd ariſe alſo in 
the Chriſtian Church by various Pretenders to the 
Evangelical Prieft-hood, did ſettle and eſtabliſh, not 
only the Perſons themſelves; but gave Rules and 
Orders for continuing the Succeſton after their Deaths, 
as I have before quoted his Words. So that it is 
plain from hence, That the Evangelical Prieſthood, 
is as poſitively, and certainly eftabliſh'd, and deter- 
min'd, in the Succeſhon of Eccleſiaſtical Ordination, 
as the Levitical was, in the Succeſion of Aaron, and 
conſequently, that the Rebellion of Presbyters from 
under the Government of their Biſhops, is the {ſame 
Caſe as the Rebellion (for ſo it is call'd, Numb. xvii. 
To.) of Korah and his Levites, againſt Aaron, who 
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had as good a Pretence againſt Him from the Word 
Levite, which was common to the whole Tribe, as the 
Presbyterians have againſt Biſhops, from the Name Bi- 
ſhop and Presbyter, being uſed ſometimes promiſcuouſ- 
ly, and apply'd to the Clergy in general; which is a 
Term that includes all the Orders of the Church, as 
Levite did among the Fews. 

B u rx, to leave the fruitleſs Conteſt about Vords, 
Jet this Matter be determin'd, as other Matters of 
Fact are. | | 

IF I pretend to ſucceed any Man in an Hononr 
or Eſtate, I muſt name him who had ſuch an Eſtate or 
Honour before me, and the Man who had it before 
him; and who had it before him; and ſo up all 
the way to him who firſt had it; and from whom all 
the reſt do derive ; and how it was lawfully de- 
duc'd from one to another. 

TH1s the Biſbops have done, as I have ſhewn, and can 
name all the Way backward, as far as Hiſtory goes, 
from the preſent Biſhop of London, (for Example) to 
the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity in this Kingdom: 
So from the preſent Biſhop of Lyons in France, up 
to Trengus, the Diſciple of St. Polycarp, who was 
the Biſhop of Smyrna (one of the Angels mention'd 
in the Revelations) and the Diſciple to the Holy 
Apoſtle Fohn, who wrote the Apocalyps, as before 
is told. The Records are yet more certain in the 
great Biſhopricks of Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, and 
others, while they laſted in the World. And tho' 
the Records may not be extant of every ſmall Bi- 
fhoprick, which was leſs taken Notice of; as the 
Names of many ings are loſt in obſcure Nations; of 
Many Mayors or Sberriffs, who notwithſtanding 
have as certainly ſucceeded one another, as where 
the Records are preſerv'd. I ſay, tho' every Biſhop 
in the World cannot tell the Names of all his Pre- 
deceſſors up to the Apoſtles, yet their Succeſſion is 
certain: And in moſt Chriſtian Nations there are 


Biſbops who can do it, which is a ſufficient Proof ou 
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the reſt, all ſtanding upon the ſame Bottom, and 
being deriv'd in the fame Manner. 

BU r, as J ſaid before, we have as clear a Suc- 
ceſion of our Biſhops as of our Kings: And to thoſe 
who demand a Lift of them, I anſwer, that Stow's 
Survey of London, will give them rhe Names of all the 
Biſhops of London, from that Time upwards, as far 
as our Hiſtory reaches, and from Stow to this pre- 
ſent Biſhop of London, they are well known. And 
if they will go Abroad, they may ſee in Euſebius, 
the Succeſſion of the great Biſhopricks. And there 
is a Liſt of them in the end of Dr. Cave's Lives of 
the Fathers. 

No w, to ballance this, it is deſir'd, that the 
Presbyterians wou'd ſhew the Succeſton of any one 
Presbyter in the World who was not likewiſe a Bi- 
ſhop, in our Acceptation of the Word, in the like 
manner from the Apoſt les. 

'TiLL when, their ſmall Citiciſms upon the 


Words, Biſhop and Presbyter, is as poor a Plea, as 


if I ſhould pretend to be Heir to an Eſtate from 
the likeneſs of my Name to Somebody's who once had it, 

AN D here I cannot chooſe but apply the Com- 
plaint of our Saviour, John v. 43. If any come in 
the Name of CO that is, by a Commiſſion 
from him, deriv'd down all the Way by regular 
Ordination, him ye will not receive: Nay, tho' he 
be otherwiſe a Man without Exception, either as to 
his Life and Converſation, or as to his Gifts and Suf- 
fictency for the Miniſtry ;, ye, (I mean many) make 
this his Commiſion an Objection againſt him: For 
this Reaſon alone you will not accept him. But if 
another come in his own Name, that is, without any 
Commiſion, but what he has from himſelf; his ewn 
Opinion of his own Worthineſs , giving out that hin- 
Jelf is ſome great one, (Acts viii. 9.) him ye will re- 
ceive, and follow and admire , heaping to your ſelves 
Teachers, having itching Ears, as it was prophecy'd 
of theſe (and ſuch- like) moſt degenerate Times, 2 

Im. iv. 3. 
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An D now, having ſaid thus much as to the Suc- 
ceſion fom the Apoſtles, ſhewing that it is only 
deriv'd in the Biſhops, and having put the Presby- 
terians to prove their Succeſſion in the Form of Pres- 
bytery, which they can never do; becauſe, asT have 
{aid before, the Chronology of the Church do's not 
compute from the Succeſion of the Presbyters, but 
only of the Biſhops, as being the chief Governors of 
the Church. And therefore, tho' in many Biſhop- 
ricks, the Roll of their Biſhops is preſerv'd from 
the Apoſtles to this Day; yet there is not one bare 
Presby ter, that is, the Miniſter of a Pariſh, and no 
more, no, not in all the World, who can give a Rol 
of his Predeceſſors, in that Pariſh, half way to 
the Apoſtles, or near it: For, from the firſt Plan- 
tation of Chriſtianity, the Church was divided into 
Biihopricks , this was neceſſary for the Government 
of the Church : But it was not fo early ſubdivided 
into Parihes. The Presbyters at firſt attending up- 
on the Biſhop, were ſent out by him, to ſuch Pla- 
ces, and for ſuch Time as he thought fit; and re- 
turning, gave Account of their Stewardſhips, or 
were viſited, and changed by him, as he ſaw Cauſe : 
And therefore tho' one might come after another, 
in the Place where He had mini ſtred before; yet 
they cou'd not properly be ſaid to ſucceed one ano- 
ther; if they cou'd, pray give us an uninterrupted 
Succeſſon of any one Presbyter in the whole World, 
from the Apoſtles to this Day. | 

I have been thus long upon the Presbyterians, be- 
cauſe they only of all our Diſſenters, have any pre- 
tence to Snccefion, And what I have ſaid as to them, 
muſt operate more ſtrongly. againſt our later Inde- 
pendent, Baptiſts, &c. who have not the Face to 
pretend to Succeſian, but ſet up meerly upon their 
oo ITT: 

Bu r, leſt the Independent or Baptiſt, ſhou'd pre- 
tend in Defence of themſelves, to a Succeſſion from 
the Apoſtles, (it being demonſtrated in the ſhort tie 
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thod, that it is neceſſa:y that the Succeſion ſhou'd 
be preſerv'd uninterrupted,or elſe Chriſtianity will 
be render'd precarious ;) and left further, they 
ſhould pretend that their Ordinations are regular, 
and that they are ſent by God; (it being neceſſary 
for them to affirm this, becauſe the learned Mr. 
Pemberton has made it ſo plain, that no one muſt 
miniſter in holy Things, but thoſe whom God has 
appointed, and that Appointment is by Impaſit ion 
of Hands, and no one can ordain or impoſe Hands, 
but thoſe, and only thoſe whom Chriſt has arthoriz'd 
fo to do.) I fay, leſt they ſhou'd pretend to both 
of theſe, that is, Succeſſon from the Apoſtles and 
lawful Ordination, I will here ſhew (to undecerve 
the poor deluded People in this Country, and in 
New England, &c.) I ſay, I will now ſhew where 
ſome of them are abſolutely cut off from both: For, 
if we ſhou'd trace either the Independent, or Baptiſt, 
up to thoſe who firſt ſent them, before we cou d ar- 
rive to one hundred Years from this Date backwards, 
we ſhou'd find ſome of them ordain'd by Lay Bre- 
thren, and ſome without any Ordination at all. 
Therefore it is impoſſible that theſe Men can be in 
the Succeſion,. or that they can be ſent (in the or- 
dinary Way I mean) by God; becauſe the Scrip- 
ture ſays expreſly, how ſhall they preach without they 
are ſent : And in another Place, no Man taketh this 
Honour to himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron, And how that was, ſhall be ſhewn 1n the 
ſequel of this Diſcourſe. 

AND to.ſhew you, that I don't ſpeak without 
Book as to their being ordain'd by Lay-Men, (tho? 
I have particular . of the Matter of Fact) 
I will ſhew what the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the Con- 
gregations in New England, ſay concerning it. 

IN their Na orm of Church Di ſcipline, pag. 23 
and 24. they allow Lay men to ordain. Pag. 23. 
S. 3. In ſuch Churches where there are Elders, 
- (that is, Goſpel Miniſters) Impoſition of NT 
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in Ordination, is to be perform'd by thoſe Elders, 
pag. 24. S. 4. For ſuch Churches where there are no 
* Elders, (that is, Presbyters or Goſpel Miniſters) In- 
: A al of Hands may be performed by ſome of the Bre- 
* thren orderly cboſen by the Church thereunta. 
As for the Reaſon which the Platform offers for 
the Brethren to impoſe Hands, it is founded upon 
a very groſs Miſtake, viz, That the People have an 
inherent Right to conſtitute Goſpel Miniſters ; which 
they have not; for none but Feſus Chriſt can con- 
ſtitute Goſpel Minifters, they are his Embaſſadors, 
and no one can appoint Embaſſadors, but HE whoſe 
Embaſſadors they are, as I ſhall ſhew more fully 
before I have done. As for that Expreſſion in the 
Platform, viz. In ſuch Churches where there are no 
* Elders, it is ſo far from being a 
Numb. viii. juſt Parallel to the Caſe it quotes, that 
10. it is no Parallel at all; for at that very 
time there were in the Fewſh Church 
both Mo ſes and Aaron, And further (by the by) I 
ſhall make this Remark upon a Church without El- 
ders, that it is a flat Contradiction in Terms; for 
a Church is a Society, and as ſuch muſt have Ga- 
verment, but it cannot have Government without 
Iders or Governours, which is the ſame Thing, and 
ſo meant in that very Place. | 
AN D now, as I ſaid before, having ſpoken thus 
much concerning Succeſhon, I muſt be obliged 
to account for an Objection, which with ſome ſeems 
à mighty one, even enough to overthrow all that 
J have ſaid concerning the Succeſton of our Biſhops 
And that is, the great Deluge and long Mid. night of 
Popery, which has, in old Time, darken d this Nation. 
VE.LL, — The Succeſſon, of which I have been 
treating, was 10 Fart of that Darkneſs; and we 
have, 557 God's Bleſſing, recover'd our ſelves, 
from that Darkneſs. . But that Darkneſs was 
Juch, as, with ſome, to. deftroy the Epiſcopal Suc- 
celion; becauſe, as they lay, ſuch great Errors, 
| | eſpeci. 
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eſpecially that of Idolatry, does quite un. Church 
a People, and conſequently muſt break their Suc- 
ce ton. | 

3 the way, is a Popiſh Argument, tho' they 
that now make it, are not aware of it. For the 
Church of Rome argues thus, that Idolatry do's un- 
Church; and therefore, if ſhe was Idolatrous for fo 
long a time, as we charge upon Her, it will follow, 
that for ſo many Ages, there was no viſible Church, 
at leaſt in theſe weſtern Parts of the World. And 
Arianiſm, (which is Idolatry) having broke in ſo 
many times upon the Church; if Idolatry did quite 
un-Church, and break theSucceſion, there wou'd hard- 
ly be a Chriſtian Church left in the World. The 
Conſequence of which wou'd be as fatal to the Ro- 
mans, and to the Diſſenters as to us : Therefore, let 
them look to that Poſition, which they have advanc'd 
againſt us, that Idolatry does un- Church. 

Bu r, that it does not un Church, IJ have this to 
offer againſt thoſe Papiſts and Diſſenters of all Sorts 


and Denominations, who make the Objection. 


1ſt. If it does quite un- church, then cou'd no Chri- 
ian be an Idolater; becauſe, by that, he wou'd 
inſa facto, ceaſe to be a Member of the. Chriſtian 
Church, But the Scripture does ſuppoſe that a Chri- 


ſtian may be an Idolater : Therefore Idolatry do's 


not un- Church: The Minor is prov'd, 1 Cor. v. 2. If 
any Man that is called a Brother (that is, a Chriſtian) 
be a Fornicator, or covetous, or an Idolater 
Nay, Eph. v. 5. a covetous Man is called an Idolater > 
And Col. iii. v. Covetonſreſs is Idolatry. So that, by 
this Argument, Coyetouſneſs do's un- Church. If it 
be ſaid, that Covetouſneſs is call'd Idolatry only by 
Alluſion, but that it is not formal Idolatry : T know 
no Ground for that Diſtin&ion. The Scripture calls 
it 1dolatry, and makes no Diſtinction. 

Bu r 2dly. In the firſt Text quoted, 1 Cor. v. 11. 
both Covetonſeſs and Idolatry are nam'd ; ſo that, 
you have both material and formal, or what other 
ort of {dolatry you pleaſe to fancy. I 
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I grant, that, in one Senſe, Idolatry does un- 
Church , that is, while we continue in it, it renders 
us obnoxious to the Vrath of God, and forfeits our 
Title to the Promiſes which are made to the Church 
In the Goſpel : But ſo does Fornication, Covetouſ- 
neſs, and every other Sin, till we repent and return 
from it, But none of theſe Sins do ſo un- church us, 
as to exclude our returning to the Fcld, by ſincere 
Repentance , or to need a ſecond Baptiſm, or Admiſ- 
ſion into the Church: Neither do's Idolatry. Do I 
then put Idolatry upon the Level with other com- 
mon Sins? No, God forbid, far from it: Every Scab 
is not a Leproſy; yet a Leper is a Man, and may re- 
cover his Health, [dolatry is a fearful Leproſy; but it 
does not therefore quite un Church, nor throw us out 
of the Covenant: For, if it did, then wou'd not Re- 
pentance heal it; becauſe Repentance is a great Part 
of the Covenant. And therefore, ſince none deny 
Repentance to an Idolater, it follows that he is not yet 
quite out of the Covenant. Some of the Ancient: 
have deny'd Repentance to Apaſtacy, yet granted it 
to Idolatry; which ſhews, that they did not look 
upon 1dolatry as an abſolute Apaſtacy; for every Sin 
is an 160 in a limited Senſe. 

2dly. Ly r us, in this Diſquiſit ion, follow the 
Examples before mention'd, of the Apofles and moft 
Frimitive Fathers, to meaſure the Chriſtian Church 
with its exact Type, the Church under the Law; 
which are not two Churches, but two States of the 
{ame Church; for it is the ſame Chriſtian Church 
from the firſt Promiſe of Chrift, Gen. iii. 15. to 
the End of the World, And therefore it is ſaid, 
Hieb. iv. 2. That the Goſpel was preached unto then 
as well as unto us. And theſe two States of the 
Church, before and after Chriſt, do anſwer like a 
pair of Indentures to one another, the one being to 
an ta, fulfilled in the other, Matt. v. 18. Now 
we find frequent Lapſes to Idolatry in the Church 
of the Jews; yet did not this un-church them; no, 
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no deprive them of a competent Meafure of God's 


Holy 


* - a 1 : 
Q WIE pe 3-3", - vo * * * * een w * 1 1 * * 4 
bs Oe En Lon! 1 ET} n tw + (ad < 3 N 4 es 4 IIS : 1 2, * 1 
n | "IF Foe * e 6, {1445 n r 7 . — Pan) » an * n . 3 . by | 
p ; N 1 1 : * . 2 * R phe 1 * e WT; 3 
y x by * — 1 S , 2 5 OE > n jþ 8 5 * 2 n A SE SI © an TY 1 2 £ : 2 * 
1 E o 4 I F \ IT. r a, pe % E "x SEA e = 2 1 "5 5 1 * — 8 ” 
| 3 83 5 r TI $72 4 r © * e n — - 1 ee 8 — 1 
** p q : * 4 Ty x n 99 3 g 3 * : 
* — 8 * 4 — 7 * _ —_— * | 
. - a * 0 > N 2 o \ — Ax r a CES + ron £4 at - Wa 
. I | | : ö c r 
n — 123 4 7 3 W 


1 


Holy Spirit; as it is written, Neh. ix. 18. 20. Tea, 
whent hey had made them a Molten Calf, and ſaid, this us thy 
God - yet thou, in thy manifold Mercies for ſookeft them 
not — Thou gave ſt thy good Spirit to inſtruct them, 8c. 

AND let it be here obſerv'd, that tho' God ſent 
many Prophets to reprove the great Wickedneſs and 
Idolatry, as well of their Priefts as People; yet none 
of theſe holy Prophets did ſeparate Communion 
from the wicked Prieſts: They would not joyn in 
their Idolatrous Worſhip , but in all other Parts, 
they joyn'd with them ; and ſet up no oppoſite 
Prieſthood to them. 

So little did the Prophets think that their Idolatry 
had either un Church'd them, or broke the Succeſſion 
of their Prieſts , or that it was lawful for any, bow 
holy ſoever, to uſurp upon their Priefbood, and ſup- 
ply the Deficiencies of it to the People. And ap- 
ply to this, what I have before ſhewn, in the words 
of St. Clement, whoſe Name is written in the Book of 
Life, That the Evangelical Frieſt hood, is as ſurely fix- 
ed, in the Biſhops of the Church, and its Succeſſon 
continu'd in thoſe ordain'd by them, as the Leviti- 
cal Prieſthood was confirm'd by the Budding of A- 
ron's Rod, and to be continu in that Tribe, 

AN D here let our Korabites, of ſeveral Sizes, 
take a view of the Heinouſneſs of their Schiſm; and 
let them not think their Crime to be nothing, be- 
cauſe they have been taught, with their Mother's 
Milk, to have the utmoſt Abhorrence to the v 
Name of a Biſbop; tho' they cou'd not tell why. 
Let them rather conſider ſeriouſly the Misfortune of 
their Education, which ſhou'd make them Strangers, 
to all the reſt of the Chriſtian World but themſelves 
in a Corner, and to all the former Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity. 

BV r, are they willing to be undeceiv'd? Then 
they muſt know that Epi ſcopacy has none ſo great 
an Enemy as the Papacy ; which wou'd engroſs the 
whole Epiſcopal Power, into the ſingle See of Rome; 
by making all other Biſhops abſolutely dependent 


upon 
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upon that, which only they call the . ee Chair. 
And no longer ſince than the Councel of Trent, the 
Pope endeavour'd with all his Intereſt, to have Epiſ- 
copacy, except only that of the Biſhop of Rome, to be 
declar'd not to be Jure divino. By which none other 
Biſbops cou'd claim any other Power, but what they 
had from Him. But even that Council was not ſo quite 
degenerated as to ſuffer this to paſs. 

AND the Feſuits, and others, who diſputed there 
on the Pope's Part, us'd theſe ſame Arguments a- 
gainſt the divine Right of Epiſcopacy, which from 
them, and the Popiſh Canoniſts and School- men have 
been lick'd up by the Presbyterians and others of 
our Difſenters, They are the ſame Arguments that 
are us d by Pope and Presbyter againſt Epiſcopacy. 

WHE N the Pope cou'd not carry his Cauſe a- 
gainſt Epiſcopacy in the Council of Trent, he took 
another Method, and that was, to ſet up a vaſt 
Number of Fresbyterian Prieſts, that is, the Regu lars, 
whom he exempted from the Jurisdiction of their 
reſpective Biſbops, and fram'd them into a Method 
and Diſcipline of their own, accountable only to 


Superiours of his, and their own contriving ; which is 


exactly the Presbyterian Model 

IESE Uſurpations upon the Epiſcopal Authori- 
ty, made the famous Arch-bifhop of Spalato, quit his 
great Preferinents 1n the Church of Rome, and tra- 
vel into England, in the Reign of King Fames I. to 
ſeek for a more Primitive and Independent Epi ſco- 
pacy. Himſelf, in his Confilium Profectionis, gives 
theſe ſame Reaſons for it: And that this ſhameful | 
Depreſſion and Proftitution of Epi ſcopacy, in the Church 
of Rome, was the Cauſe of his leaving her. 

HE obſerv'd truly, that the further we ſearch 
upward into Antiquity, there is ſtill more to be 
found of the Epi ſcopal, and leſs of the Papal Power 
and Eminency. 75 
1ST. Ignatius is full, in every Line almoſt, of the 
high Authority of the Biſhop, next and immediately 
under Chriſt z as all the ot ier Writers in thoſe primi- 
72 tiwe 
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tive Times: But there is a profound Silence in them 
all of that Supremacy in the Biſhop of Rome, which is 
now claim'd over all the other Biſbops of the Ca- 
tholic Church; which could not be, if it had been 
then known in the World. This had been a ſhort 
and effectual Method, whereby St. Paul, or St. Cle- 
ment might have quieted the great Schiſm of the Co- 
7 inthians, againſt which they both wrote, in their 
Epiſtles to them; to bid them refer their Diffe- 
rences to the Infallible Fudge of Controverſies, the 
Supreme Paſtor at Rome. But not a Word of this, 
Eſpecially conſidering that St. Peter was one, for 
whom ſome of theſe Corinthians ſtrove (1. Cor. i. 12.) 
againſt thoſe who preferr'd others before HIM. 

THe nſurp'd Supremacy of the later Biſhops of 
Rome over their Fellow Biſhops, has been as fatal to 
Eſpiſcopacy, as the Kebellion of our yet later Presby- 
ters againſt their reſpective Biſhops. 
Ap indeed, whoever wou'd write the true 

Hiſtory of Presbyteriantſm, muſt begin at Rome, and 
not at Geneva, 

So very groundleſs as well as malicious, 1s that 
popular Clamour of Epiſcopacy havingany the leaft 
Relation to Popery, They are ſo utterly irreconci- 
lable, that it is impoſſible they can ſtand together: 
For that Moment that Epiſcopacy were reſtor'd to 
its primitive Independency, the Papacy, that is, that 
Supremacy, which do's now diſtinguiſh it, muſt inſo 
facto ceaſe, 

THrvs TI have ſhewn, in Anſwer to the Objecti- 
on of the Ages of Popery in England, that all thoſe 
Errors, even Idolatry it ſelf, do's not un- Church, 
nor break Succeſton, And 2dly. I have exemply- 
fy'd this from the parallel of the Fewiſb Church, 
under the Law. Then applying of this to our Caſe, 
I have vindicated Epiſcopacy from the Imputation 
of Popery. And I will now go on to farther Rea- 
ſons, why the Succeſſion of our preſent Biſhops is not 
hurt by that Deluge of Popery which once cover'd the 
Face of Great Britain, THE 
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TRE End of all Government, as well in the 
Church as State, is to preſerve Peace, Unity and Or- 
der; and this cannot be done, if the Mal- Admini- 
ftration of the Officers in the Government, did vacate 
their Commi ſion, without its being recall'd by thoſe 
who gave ſuck Commiſion to them. For then, I/. 
Every Man muſt be Fudge, when ſuch a Commiſſion 
is vacated , and then no Man is bound to obey longer 
than he pleaſes. 2dly. One may ſay it is vacated, ano- 
ther not, whence perpetual Contention muſt ariſe. 

A Man may forfeit his Commiſſion, that is, 
do thoſe Things, which give juſt Cauſe to his 
Superiours to take it from him: But it is not actu- 
ally vacated, till it be a@nally re- call'd by thoſe who 
have lawful Power to take it from him: Other- 
wiſe there cou'd be no Feace nor Certainty in the 
World, either in public or private Affairs. : 

No Family cou'd ſubſiſt. No Man enjoy an E- 
ſtate. No Society whatever cou'd keep together: 
And the Church being an ontward Society muſt con- 
ſequently ſubſiſt by thoſe Laws, which are indi- 
ſpenſible to every Society. And tho' Idolatry do's 
juſt ly forfeit the Commiſion of any Church, in 
this Senſe, that God's Promiſes to her being Con- 
ditional, He may juſtly take ber Commiſion from 
her, and remove her Candleſtick : Now tho? her Com- 
miſſion be thus forfeitable, yet it ſtill continues, and 
is not a&nally vacated, till God ſhall pleaſe anally 
to recall it, or take it way: For no Commiſſion is void, 
till it be ſo declar'd. Thus, tho* the Fews did often 
fall into [dolatry, yet (as before has been ſaid) God 
did bear long with them; and did not un- Church 
them, tho* they had juſtly forfeited. And thoſe wicked 
Alnsband-men, who flew thoſe whom the Lord ſent 
for the Fruits of his Vineyard, yet continu'd ſtill 
to be the Hasband men of the Vineyard, till their 
Lord did diſpoſſeſs them, and gave their Vincyard 
unt6 others. 
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AN D natural Reaſon, do's enforce this; if a 
Steward abuſe his Truſt, and oppreſſes the Tenznts 
yet are they ſtill oblig'1to pay their Rent to him, and 
his Diſcharges are ſufficient to them againſt their 
Landlord,*till he ſhall ſuperſede ſuch a Steward, And 
thus it is in the Sacerdotal Commiſton. Abuſes in it, 
do not take it away, till God or thoſe to whom 
He has committed ſuch an Authority, ſhall ſuſpend, 
deprive, or degrade, (as the Fact requires) ſuch a 
Biſhop or a Prieſt. we a * 

AND there is this higher Conſideration in the 
Sacerdotal Commiſion, than in thoſe of civil Socte- 
ties; that it being immediately from God, as none 
(therefore) can take this Honour to Himſelf, but he 
that is called of God, as wa Aaron; ſo none can 
take it away, but he that is as expreſly and out ward - 
ly called thereunto, as Aaron was to be a Prieft, 
For this wou'd be to Uſurp upon God's immediate 
Prerogative, which is to couſtitute his own Prieſts, 
Upon this Foundation I argue, | 

As the Neceſſity of Government, and the Gene- 
ral Commands in Scripture,” of Obedience to Govern. 
ment do require our Submmiſſion to the Government. 
in being, where there is no Competition concerning the 
Titles, that is, where no One claims a better Right 
than the Poſſeſſor : So where a Qurcb, once eſtabliſh'd 
by God, tho ſuffering many Interruptions, do's con- 
tinue, Her Governours ought to be acknowledg'd, 
where there is no better Claim ſet up againſt them. 

THr1s was the Reaſon why. our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles did, without Scruple, acknowledge 
the High-Prieft and Sanbedrin of the Fews in their 
Time ; tho' from the Days of the Maccabees, there 
had been great Interruptions, and Breaches in the 
due Succofion of their Prieſts: And before Chriſt 
came, and all his Time, the Romans as Conquerors, 
diſpos'd of the Prieſthood as they pleas'd ; and made 
it annual and arbitrary, which God had appointed 
bereditary and unmovea ble. 


BV 
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Bur there was then no Competition. The Fews 
did ſubmit to it, becauſe they were under the Sub- 
jection of the Romans, and cou'd have no other; no 
High- Frieſt claimed againſt him in Poſſeſſion, but 
all fubmitted to him. 

AND our Saviour did confirm his Authority, 
and of the Sanbedrin, or inferior Prieſts with him; 
(Mat. xxiii. 2.) Saying, The Scribes and Phariſees 
fit in Moſes's Seat : All therefore, whatſoever they bid 
you obſerve, that obſerve and do. And St. Paul own'd 
the Authority of the High. prieſt, Acts xxiii. 5. 

Many Objections might have been rais'd a- 
gainſt the Deduction of their Succeſion from Moſes : 
But there being none who claim'd a better Right 
than they had; therefore their Right was un 
controverted; and by our Saviouws's Authority was 
confirm'd, | | 

Now, Suppoſe ſome Interruptions had been in the 
Succeſſion, or Corrruptions in the Doctrine, and Vor- 
Hip of our Engliſh Biſbops, in former Ages, yet, (as 


in the Caſe of the Scribes and Phariſees) that cou d 


have no Effect to invalidate their Commiſion and 
Authority at the preſent. 

LesT the Diſſenters ſhould think, that what has 
been laſt ſaid may be of any Service to them,in an- 
ſwering their Defects as to Succeſton, I deſire them to 
take Notice, that it is only Meant of a Church which 
was once eſtabliſh'd by God; but Epi ſcopacy, and no 
other Form of Government was eſtabliſhed by God, 
(as I will fully ſhew by and by) therefore they 
are cut off from making this Plea. | 

Leer us now enquire what Aſſurance and Con- 
ſent there is in the Epiſcopal Communion, beyond 
that of any other. I am the rather 1induc'd to 
make this Enquiry, becauſe I have met with 
many ignorant People who have heen taught, that 
there are more who diſown Epi ſcopacy than own it; 


and therefore if they ſhou'd depart from their 
| preſent 
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preſent Principles, they muſt condemn the greateſt 
part of the Chriſtian World. 55 

To ſhew therefore theſe poor People, into what 
a wretched Error they are unhappily deluded; (not 
that I wou'd be here underſtood as if I meant, that 
Truth were to be decided by Numbers) I will now 
inform them how infinitely they are miſtaken 
in their Suppoſition , and if it was any Argument 
before for their not coming over to Epi ſcopacy, be- | 
cauſe they thought the greateſt part of the Chriſtian = 
World were anti- Epi ſcopal, it ought now to be as 
ſtrong a Motive for their embracing of Epi ſcopacy, 
when they are undeceiv'd, and find what ſmall pro- 
portion thoſe who are againſt Epi ſcopacy, bear to 
to thoſe who have it. | £ 
Le r them therefore know aſſuredly, that the 
whole Chriſtian World, as it always has been, fo it 
is, at this preſent, Epiſcopal, except a few Diſſenters, 
who, in leſs than two hundred Tears laſt paſt, have 
ariſen like a Wart upon the Face of the Weſtern 
Church. For little more Proportion do our Diſſen- 
ters in Great-Britain and New England, the Hugonots 
in France, the Presbyterians in Holland, Geneva, and 
thereabouts, bear to the whole Body of the Latin 
Church, which is all Epiſcopal. But 1f you compare 
them with the Catholick Church all over the World, 
which is all Epiſcopal, they will not appear fo big 
as a Mole. wn 
If our Diſſenters think it much that the Church of 
Rome is reckon'd in the Lift againſt them; we will 
be content to leave them out z Nay more, if we 
ſhou'd give them all thoſe Churches, which own 
the Supremacy of Rome, to be joyn'd with them, 
(as they are the neareſt a-kin to them of any 1 
know in the World) it will be fo far from caſting . 
the Ballance on their fide, that the other Epiſcopal 
Churches will, by far, out - number them both. 
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Lew us then, to theſe Diſſenters againſt Epiſco- 
pacy, add. the Churches of Italy, and Spain entire, 
with the popiſh Part of Germany, France, Poland, and 
Hungary, (I think they have no more to reckon 
v7on) againft theſe we produce the vaſt Empire of 
Ruffa, (which is greater in Extent, than all thoſe 
poytſh Countries before nam'd) Creat-Britain, Den- 
mark, Sweden, and all the Lutheran Churches in Ger- 
many, which will vaſtly out-number both the Papiſts 
and (their Kinſmen) the Diſſenters of all Denomina- 
tions before mention'd. And this Compariſon is 
only made as to the Latin Church. 
Bor then, we have all the reſt of the Chriſtian 

World, wholly on the Epiſcopal ſide, againſt both. 
the Supremacy of Rome, and parity of the Presbyte- 
rians, c. viz, The whole Greek Church, the Arme- 
mans, Georgians, Mingrelians, + Facobites, the Chri- 
ſtiaus of St. Thomas and St. John, in the Eaſt Indies, 
and other Oriental Churches. | 
Tux in Africa, the Cophties in Fgypt, and great 
Empire of the Abyſins in Ethiopia. Theſe all are 
Epiſcopal, and never own'd the Supremacy of Rome, 
and over reckon, out of Sight, all that diſown Epiſ- 
copacy, and all that own the Supremacy of Rome 
with them. | | 
Leer me add, that among our Diſſenters, every 
Claſs of them do's condemn all the reſt; the Pres- 
byterian condemns the Quaker; the Puaker con- 
demns him ; Independent, Baptiſt, 8c. all condemn 
one another, and each deny the other's Ordination, 
or . oy Ih 

I to what has been laſt ſaid, it ſhould be re- 
ply'd, that this is a Migrepreſentation, and that they 


— 
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＋ Here I muſt be oblig'd to account for this Term Jacobites. becauſe 
am dealing with a People who are very timorous and apt to ſtart at a 
Word, if they don't like the Sound of ir, tho? its Meaning be never 
ſo innocent. Theſe Jacobites then are vaſt Numbers of Chriftians in- 
habiung in Babylonia and Meſopotamia, under a Patriarch of their own, 
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don't deny each other's Ordination; alas. a- day: 
they deny it! no, no, they live amicably together, 
tho the Bigots of Uniformty (as Cotton Mat her mo- 
deſtly calls the Church of England) won't believe Ab- 
ſurdities, Contradictions, and Impoſſibilities; that 
Fire and Vater, Earth and Air, ſhou'd mingle to- 
gether in one comprehenſve Maſs, without ſo much 
as one faint Struggle, wiuch ſhould get uppermoſt z 
I ſay, ſuch an Inſinuation as this, will give me a 
fair Opportunity of producing a certain very long 
and black, Jet-black Lift of Anathema's and Dam- 
nations, that were thunder'd out by each one ſe- 
verally againſt the other, (in thoſe Days of Purity, 
as ſome good Men call them) the Days of ſuper- 
Re. reformation in England, from 41 to 603 by the 
Anabaptiſts, Muggletonians, Anti-Sabbatarians, Anti- 
nomians; and more particularly between that lovely 
loving Fair, the red-hot Presbyterians, and the no leſs. 
fiery Homothumadon Brethren: Which, I make no 
Queſtion, will ſatisfy moſt People, that as much 
like Lambs as they appear at preſent, they. have 
very long Teeth as well as Claws, and that they 
never fail'd making uſe of them when they had 
Power, 

So that, as I ſaid before, the Ordination of eve 
one of them is difown'd by all the reſt; and all 
of them together by the whole Chriſtian World. 
And if their Ordinations are not valid, then they 
have no more Authority to adminiſter the Sacra» 
ments, than any other Lay men; and conſequently, 
there can be no Security in receiving Baptiſm from 
any of them, 85 

WRA T allowances God will make to thoſe who 
think their Ordination to be good enough, and that 
they are true Miniſters of the Goſpel, and, as ſuch, 
do receive the Sacraments from them, I ſhall not 
determine, a | | | 
But THE have no Reaſon to expect the like 
Allowances who are warned of it before-hand, _ 
a wi 
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will notwithſtanding venture upon it, before theſe 
Diſſenters have fully and clearly acquitted them- 
ſelves of ſo great and univerſal a Charge laid againſt 
them; ſuch an one, as muſt make the whole Chri- 
ian World Wrong, if they are in the Right; not 
only the preſent Chriſtian Churches, but all the Ages 
of Chriſtianity from Chriſt. Of which the Diſſenters 
are deſird to produce any one, in any part of the 
World, that was not Epiſcopal any one conſti- 
tuted Church upon the Face of the Earth, that was 
not govern'd by Biſpops, diſtinct from, and ſuperiour 
to Fresbyters, before the Vaudois in Piedmont, the 
Hugonats in France, the Calviniſts in Geneva, and 
the Presbyterians thence tranſplanted in the laſt 
Age, into Holland, Scotland, Old England and New 
England. | 

Ir it fhou'd be return'd, that neither is the 
Church of England without Oppoſers; for, that the 
Church of Rome oppoſes her, as do likewiſe our Diſ- 

enters. 

# I Anſwer, None of them do oppoſe her, in the 
Point we are now upon, that is, the validity of 
Epiſcopal Ordination, which the Church of Rome do's 
own ; and the Presbyterians dare not deny it, be- 
cauſe they wou'd {thereby ) overthrow all their 
own Ordinations , for the Presbyters who reform d 
(as they call it) from Biſhops, receiv'd their Ordi- 
nations from Biſbops. 

AND therefore, tho' the e Principles 
do invalidate the Ordination by Fresbyters, yet the 
Presbyterian Principles do not invalidate the Or- 
dination by Biſhops : So that this Validity of Epi ſco- 

al Ordination ſtands ſafe, on all ſides, even by the 
Confeſſion of thoſe who are Enemies to the Epiſcopal 
Order : And, in this, the Biſhops have no Oppo- 


rs. 
WHEREAS, on the other Hand, the Validity of 
the Fresbyterian Ordination, is own'd by none but 


themſelves, and they have all the reſt of the _ 
| ian 
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ſtian World as oppoſite to them. Therefore, to 
ſtate the Caſe the moſt impartially; to receive 
Baptiſm from theſe Diſſenters, is, at leaſt, an Hazard 
of many Thouſands to One; as many as all the reſt 
of Chriſtianity are more than they: But to receive 
it from the Biſhops, or Epiſcopal Clergy, has no Haz- 
ard at all, as to its Validity, even as own'd by the 
Presbyterians themſelves. 

No w, if any Perſon ſhould find fault with this 
way of Reaſoning, and ſhould ſay, that this is 
rank Popery, a Popiſh Argument to perſwade People 
to come over to the ſafer ſde; and that if this Ar- 
gument be concluſive, we our ſelves mult return to 
the Church of Rome: I ſay, if any ſhall think thus, 
I here give them this Anſwer. That in all the Diſ- 
putes betwixt the Church of Rome and Us, we have 
the Advantage of this Argument againſt them 1n 
every Point. For Example; they ſay, That if the 
Church thought it fit to give the Communion in both 
Kinds; to have the publick Offices in the vulgar 
Tongue, to have no Images or Pictures of God the 
Father in their Churches, and fo of other Matters, 
it wou'd do well, and they wou'd be pleas d with it; 
and all of them that ever I met with fay, they 
wou'd be glad and rejoice in it. And confeſs (that 
*bating the Authority of the Church) we are on the 
ſafer ſide of the Queſtion. For no one ſays, that 
it is a Sin to worſhip God without any Image of Him 
before me, A 

THEREFcRE the whole Hazard lies on the other 
tide, viz, Whether that be not the Idolatry forbid- 
den, Deut. iv. 12. 15, 16, &c. and many other Pla- 
ces in Scripture ? Again, it can be no Sin to receive 
the holy Sacrament in both Kinds, as it was inſtituted. 
But the Diſpute is, whether taking away the Cup 
is not mutilating the Sacrament, and conſequently 
Sacrilege, as Pope Gelaſius call'd it? And then, whe- 
ther the Council of Conſtance had Authority to enact 
this Sacrilege with a non obſtante to the Inſtitution of 

E 3 Chrift, 
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Chrift, and the Practice of the Church to that Time, 
which was 1400 Years after Chrift © 

I ſay, we have no plainer and more perſwaſive 
Arguments againſt the Fapiſts, than to ſhew them, 
that we are on the ſafer ſide all the Way. | 

AN D wou'd you (you who are ſo much againſt 
Popery) have us loſe this Advantage, by running 
don the Argument of being on the ſafer fide ? 

Bur now, the only Point wherein the Papiffs fo 
much as pretend to turn the Argument upon us, is 
on Account of our Miſion. And this grounded on 
a falſe and fooliſh Story they had trump'd up of the 
Nag's- Head Conſecration. h 
Bur this has been confuted, and our firſt Con- 
ſecrations ſo fully vindicated, that, as Arch-biſhop 
Brambal has ſhewed to us, the Fapiſts themſelves 
have quitted that Pretence and given it np. 

The Arch-biſhop has printed the Original Record 
of that Conſecration which is ſtill preſerv'd and 
forth-coming. So that there is no Diſpute of the 
Validity of our Ordination, nor conſequently of our 
Baptiſm, | 

THEREFORE we perſwade you to the rl Side, 
without giving any Advantage to the Fapiſts; for 
we perſwade them by the ſame Argument. And 
are ſure that we are on the ſafe Side, in our Diſputes 
with Them, as well as with Ton, | 

THEREFORE this Argument can be of no Advan- 
tage to the Church of Rome, nor is any Way lead- 
ing to Fopery. | 

AND now, having mention'd the Word Popery, 
I beg leave to ſay ſomething concerning it. And 
herein I ſhall more immediately direct my ſelf 
to thoſe poor People, who have been ſo unhappily 
deluded with the Sound of this one Word Popery, as 
to fly affrighted from the beſt conflituted, the moſt 
Primitive and Apoſtolic Church at this Day in the 
Whole World; I mean the Church of England. 


2 


To 


SES 

To you, my Friends, I dire& my Diſcourſe at 
preſent, and therefore let me freely ſpeak to you; 
and I entreat you to take particular Notice of what 
follows. I make no Qneſtion but that moſt of you 
think, that the Government of the Church by Biſbops 
is an Innovation, brought in by the Popes of Rome, 
And indeed I do not greatly blame you for ſo think- 
ing, becauſe I know that you have been taught to 
believe, that Biſhops are an Innovation upon the 
Primitive Government of the Church, introduced 
by the Pride and Tyranny of Rome: That in the ft 
and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, Biſhops were utter 
Strangers to the Church: And that 1n later Ages 
when the Church had many Corruptions in it, thts 
likewiſe of Biſhops was introduc'd, particularly by 
the Pope of Rome, that Man of Sin] upon the Ruins 
of the true primitive Presbyterial, Apoſtolic Govern- 
ment. That (as I faid before) in the firſt and pureſt 
Ages, Biſhop and Presbyter were the ſame, without 
any Difference; and if fo, (no doubt) Biſhops ſu- 
7 7457 to Presbyters muſt be an Uſurpation upon that 

iſcipline which Chriſt appointed: And therefore 
to ſay that there is any Difference between them 1s 
Popery, ay, rank Popery. If 
I make no doubt, but that I have ſtated your 
Caſe right, I mean, that you ſo believe, and that 
you have ſo been taught, 5 

AN D now my Friends, let me entreat you to 
be undeceiv'd, And in order to it, I ſhall firſt re- 
mark, that this one Word PO YER x, has been the 
Trojan-Horſe let in among us, from whence moſt, 
(if not all) of our preſent Troubles have ariſen : 
This Word Popery has been that fatal Engine which 
has been uſed by wicked and malicioas Men, to 
raiſe thoſe high, frightful, and un- Chriſtian Walls of 
Separation between us. This is an old Stratagem, 
(and I wor'd to God it were not now us'd.) If wick- 
ed Men have a Mind to blacken any Thing, tho' 
never ſo good and innocent in itſelf, they preſently 


ET>] 
make an hideous Out-cry of Popery, Idolatry, and Su- 
perſtition; this rouſes the mad Enthuſiaſt, this it is 
that catches with the gaping Rabble, the mad unthink- 
ing Populace, who ſeldom examin Things deeper than 
their Surfaces ; it was this Word Popery which the 
ſubtile Sons of Machiavel and Miſchief made uſe of 
(ſometime after the Rebellion had broken out againſt 
King Charles the Firſt of blefſed Memory) to gain 
their wicked Ends: And it was chiefly by this fa- 
tal Ignis Fatuns,that they hurry'd our deluded Ance- 
ſtors into thoſe horrid Fields of Blood and Confuſion : 
Where, when they were once enter'd (good God!) 
what Havock did they make! Parents againft their 
Children, and Children againſt their Parents ! 
How did they rifle (which was a Thing not prac- 
tisd by the worſt of Men, may, even a vicious 
Heathen wou'd have bluſh'd at it) I ſay, how did 
they rifle the fair, the ſacred and goodly Monuments 
f the Dead! and thoſe ſtately and magnificent 
Piles. thoſe majeſtic and awful Strutures, I mean 
thoſe 5. Temples, which were rais'd in honour 
of our God and ouryRegeemer, were by theſe impious 
Wretch?s turned into Stables and Slaughter- Houſes, 
And at length, horridly ftriding from one Step of 
Wickedneſs to another, they, (oh dreadful !) they, 
I ſay, murthered the Parent of their Country! the 
beſt Chri/izan as well as the beſt King upon Earth; 
and after that, they overwhelm'd and bury'd in 
Ruins the beſt Church in the whole World: But God 
be thanked it aroſe again. 
AND all theſe horrid Things were perpetra- 
ted by Men who had, been ſadly deluded, and had 
been taught that many Things in the Church of 
England, were Rags of the Whore of Babylon, and 
particularly that Biſhops were Creatures of the 
Pope's making; and to have them in the Church 
Was rank . 
Tuts (as I ſaid beſore) has been an old Device, 
and I do not ſo greatly wonder that you 1 of 
| 18 
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this preſent Age (both here and in New - England) 
are deceiv'd, when the ſame Artifice is made uſe of 
to delude you. | 

Bur in anſwer to this Charge, that the Govern- 
ment of the Church by Biſhops is Popiſn; I tell you, 
that it is a vile and wicked Inſinuation. And to 
make it plain to you that it is not Fopiſb, I will 
ſhew you how it is impoſſible that it ſhould be ſo: 
(and I ſhould think that were ſufficient in all Rea- 
ſon, to ſatisfy any Man, but him who 1s refoly'd 
not to be convinc'd:) And the Method I ſhall 
take in proving this, ſhall be firſt, in telling you, 
that the firſt Pope of Rome (in the modern, and in 
your Acceptation of the Word Fope) was not till the 
7th Century, above Six hundred years after Chrift : 
And nextly I will produce the Teſtimonies of the 
Primitive Fathers and Councils of the Church, and 
theſe Teſtimonies ſhall be brought from the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of the Chriſſian Church, the 
firſt Four hundred and fifty Years after Chrift - 
the lateſt of which Authorities is 150 Years before 
there was a Pope of Rome, (in the preſent Accepta- 
tion of the Word Pope) and if thoſe Teſtimonies 
which I ſhall preſently produce, make mention of 
the Biſhops as the only Governours of the Church, 
and not only of the Time in which each one of theſe 
Perſons lived, but ſpeaking of Biſhops as ordained 
by Chrift and his Apoſtles, and having deſcended 
down all the Way to each one of them by an unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion z, I ſay, if theſe Teſtimonies af 
firm thus much, let no Man be fo fooliſh, nay, wick- 
ed and malicious, as to ſay, that it is Papery, when 
{ome of the Perſons, whoſe Teſtimonies I produce, 
lived above 500, and the lateſt of them 150 Years 
before the Pope was thought of. | 

Here follows a ſhort Collection of Authorities for 
Epiſcopacy, as diſt inct from, and ſuperiour to Presby- 
tery, taken out of the Fathers and Councils, in the 
brit tour hundred and fifty Years after Chi,. 1 
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I!. the Year of our LoR D Jo. 


8 r. Clement Biſhop of Rome, and a glorious May- 
tyr, whoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel, and of whom 
particular Mention is made, Phil, iv. 3. Clement — 
"whoſe; Name is in the Book of Life. He I ſay, ſpeaks 
thus, in his 1ſt. Epiſtle to the Corinthians, n. 42. p. 
89. of the Edition of Oxford, 1697. 

TE Apoſtles having preach'd the Goſpel, thro' 
Regions and Cities, did conſtitute the firſt Fruits 
of them, having prov'd them by the Spirit, to be 
Biſhops and Miniſters [or Deacons] of thoſe who 
mou'd believe; and this, not as a new Thing, for 
many Ages before it was written concerning Bi. 
mops and Miniſters [or Deacons] , for, thus faith 
| the Scriptures, in a certain place, I wil il 
Tfa. Lx. conſtitute. their Biſhops in Righteouſneſs Þ 
17. and their Miniſters | or Deacons | ix 
N Faith. What wonder is it then, that 
thoſe who were intruſted by God, in Chriſt, with 
this Com miſſion, ſhould conſtitute thoſe before 
ſpoke of ? | 

IB1D. N. 44. And the Apoſtles knew by the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, that Conteſts wou'd ariſe concerning 
the Eprſcopal Name, (or Order) and for this Cauſe, 
2 perfect fore-knowledge (of theſe Things) 
they did ordain thoſe whom we have mention'd be- 
fore; and moreover, did eſtabliſh the Conſtitution, 
that other approv'd Men ſhould ſucceed thoſe who 
dy'd, in their Office and Miniſtry. 

THEREFORE thoſe that were conſtituted by them, 
or afterwards by other approved Men, with the 
Conſent of all the Church, (or the Church applaud- 
ing the Choice) and have adminiſtred to the Flock 
of Chriſt unblamably, with Humility and Quiet. 
neſs, without all Stain of Filth or Naughtineſs; and 
have carry'd a good Report, of a long Time, from 
all Men, I think cannot, without great Injuſtice, 
be turn'd out of their Office; For, it will be 5 
wad b 973-1 | al 
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fmall Sin to us, if we thruſt thoſe from their Bl- 
ſhopricks who haye holily and without Blame of- 
fer'd our Gifts (and Prayers) to God. Bleſſed are 
thoſe Prieſts who are happily dead, for they are 
not afraid of being ejected out of the Places in which 
they are conſtituted. For, I, underſtand that you 
have depos'd ſome, from their Miniſtry, who be- 
hav'd themſelves un-reproveable amongſt you, 

Par. 40. To the High- Prieſt his proper O ffices were 
appointed; the Prieſts had their proper Order, and 
the Levites their peculiar Services, or Deaconſhips , 
and the Lay-men, what was proper for Lay-men. 

THIS, as before ſhewn, St. Clement apply'd 
to the Diſtribution of Orders in the Chriſtian . 
Church; Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. And the 
Office of the Levites, is here call'd by the Word 
A12x0viaz 1, e. the Office of Deacons, 

Anno Domini. 71. St. Ignatins, a glorious Martyr 
of Chriſt, was conſtituted, by the Apoſtles, Biſhop of 
Antioch, and did thereby verily think that he ſuc- 
ceeded them (as all other Biſhops do) in their full 
Apoſtolical Office. Thence he ſalutes the Church 
of the Trallians, in the Fulneſs of the Apoſtolical 
Character; and in his Epiſtle he ſays to them. 

B E Subject unto your Biſhops as to the Lord 
And to the Presbyters, as to the Apoſtles of Chriſt — 
Likewiſe the Deacons alſo, being Miniſters of the 
Myſteries of Chriſt, ought to pleaſe in all Things — 
Without theſe there is no Church. -g He is without, 
who do's any Thing without the Biſhop, and Pres- 
byters and Deacons ;, and ſuch a one is defil'd in his 
Conſcience, 

IN his Epiſtle to the Magneſians, he tells them, 
That they ought not to deſpiſe their Biſhop, for his 
Youth, but to pay him all manner of Reverence, 
according to the Commandment of God the Father. 
And as I knowp that your holy Presbyters do 

THEREFORE as Chriſt did nothing without the 

| 107 Father, 
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Father, ſo neither do ye, whether Presbyter, Deacon, 
or Laic, any thing without the Biſhop. 
SoM E indeed call him Biſpop, yet do all Things 
without him ; but theſe ſeem not to me to have a good 
Conſcience, but rather fo be Hypocrites and Scorners, 
. I exhort you to do all Things in the ſame Mind 
of God, the Biſhop preſiding in the Place of God, 
and 1 in Room of the Colledge of the 
Apoſtles; and the Deacons, moſt beloved in me, 
who are intruſted with the Miniſtry of FJeſis 
Chriff. np v7 

HE direct, his Epiſtle to the Church at Philadel- 
phia, to thoſe who are in Unity with their Biſhop and 
Presbyters and Deacons, And fays to them, in his 
Epiſtle. 1 . 

THAT as many as are of Chriſt, theſe are with 
the Biſpop; and thoſe who ſhall repent, and return 
to the Unity of the Church, being made worthy of 
Je ſus Chriſt, ſhall partake of eternal Salvation in 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. | 

Mv een be not deceiv'd, if any ſhall fol- 
low him that makes a Schiſm, he ſhall not inhe- 
rit the Kingdom of God. 

I exhort you to partake of the one Euchariſt, for 
there is one Body of the Lord Feſus, and one Blood 
of his, which was ſhed for us; and one Cup — and 
one Altar, ſo there is one Biſhop, with his Presby- 
1 and the Deacons my Fellow-Servants _ 

31VE heedRo the Brſhop, and to the Presbytery, 
and to the Deacons — without the Biſhop do no- 
thing. 

IN bis Epiſtle to the Smyrnzans, be ſays, Flee 
Diviſions as the Beginning of Evils, All of you 
follow your Bzſhop, as Feſus Chrift the Father , and 
the Presbytery, as the Apoffles, and reverence the Pea- 
cons as the Inſt itution of God. Let no Man do any 
Erb of what appertains to the Church, without 
the Biſhop, let that Sacrament be judg'd effectual 
and firm, which is diſpenced by the Biſbop, mM by 
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him to whom the Biſhop has committed it, Where 
ever the Biſhop is, there let the People be; as where 
Chriſt is, the Heavenly Haſt is gather'd together. It 
is not lawful, without the Biſbop, either to baptize, 
or celebrate the Offices: But what he approveth of, 
according to the good pleaſure of God, that is firm 
and ſafe, and ſo we do every Thing ſecurely. 

I Salute your moſt worthy Biſhop, your venera- 
ble Presbytery, and the Deacons my Fellow Ser- 
vants. I | 
I x his Epiſtle to St. Polycarp, Biſhop of Symrne, 
and Martyr, who together with himſelf, was Diſciple 
to St. John the Apoffle, and Evangeliſt, He gives 
theſe Directions. WY: - 

Ir any can remain in Chaſtity, tothe Glory of the 
Body of the Lord, let him remain without Boaſting, 
if he boaſt, he periſnes; and if he pretends to know 
more than the Bzſhop he is corrupted. It is the 
Duty both of Men and Women that marry, to be 
joyn'd together by the Approbation of the Biſhop, 
that the Marriage may be in the - 1 
Lord — * Give heed to your Bi- # Ignatius here ſpeaks 
Gp, that God may hearken unto fm d de: Shurchror 
You. My Soul for theirs, who Smyrna. x 
Subject themſelves under the O- 
bedience of their Biſhop, Presbyters and Deacons, and 
let me take my Lot with them in the Lord. ; 

AN p he ſays to Bithop Polycarp, Let nothing be 
done without thy Sentence and Approbation. 

A. D. 180. St. Ireneus Biſhop of Lyons, in France, 
who was Diſciple of St. Polycarp, and flouriſh*d a- 
bout the Year of Chriſt 180. In his Book, Advers. 
Hæreſes. I. 3. c. 3. 

WE can reckon thoſe Biſhops, who have been 
| conſtituted by the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors all 
the Way to our Times. And if the Apoſtles knew 
hidden Myſteries, they wou'd certainly deliver 
them chiefly to thoſe, to whom they committed the 


Churches themſelves ; and whom they left their 
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own Succeſſors, and in the ſame place of Govern: 
ment as themſelves. We have the Succeſiions of the 

Biſhops, to whom the Apoſtolic. Church in every 
place was committed. All theſe (Hereticks) are 
much later than the Biſhops, to whom the Apoſtles 
did deliver the Churche. | 

I.. 4. c. 6. The true Knowledge is the Doctrin 
of the Apoſtles, and:the ancient State of the Church, 
thro' the whole World, and the Churches of the 
Body of Chriſt, according to the Succeſſion of the 
Biſhops, to whom they committed the Church that 
is in every Place; and which has deſcended even 

A. D. 203. Tertullian, of the Preſcription of 
Heryeticks.:c, 322 $1 

Lex them (Hereticks) produce the Original of 
their Churches ; let them ſhew the Order of their 
Biſhops, that by their Succeſion, deduc'd from the 
Beginning, we may ſee whether their firſt Biſhop 
had any of the Apoſtles, or Apoftolical Men, who 
did likewiſe perſevere with the Apoſtles, for his 
Founder and Predeceſſor. For, thus the Apoſtolical 
Churches do derive their Succeſſion: As the Church 
of Smyrna from Polycarp, whom Fobn (the Apoſtle) 

placed there? The Church of Kome from Clement, 
who was, in the like manner, ordain'd by Peter: 
And fo the other Churches can produce thoſe conſti- 

tuted in their Biſhopricks by the Apoſtles. 

C. 36. Reckanover the Apoſtolical Churches, where | 
the very Chairs of the Apoſtles do yet preſide in 
their own Places. At Corinth, Philippi, Epheſus, 
Theſſalonica, &c. 

Or Baptiſm, c. 17. The High prieſt, who is the 
Biſhop, has the Power of conferring Baptiſm 4 and 
under him the Presbyters and Deacons, but not with. 
out the Authority of the Biſhop. 1 

A. D. 220. Origenis Comment. in Matt, Ratho- 

magi, 1668. Gr, Lat, p. 255, 1% 
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Origen names the diſtinct Orders of Biſhop, Pres- 
Lyter and Deacon. Such a Biſhop ( ſays he, ſpeaking 
of one who ſought vain Glory, 8&c.) doth not deſire a 
good Work and the fame is to be ſaid as to 
Presbyters and Deacons The Biſhops and Presby-1 
ters, who have the chief Place among the People 
The Biſhop is called Prince in the Churches: And 
ſpeaking of the irreligious Clergy, be directs it to them, 
whether Biſhops, Presbyters, or Deacons. © 
A. D. 240. St. Cyprian, Arch-biſhop of Carthage. 
Edit. Oxon. Epiſt, 33. Lapfis. At 
Our Lord, whoſ: Commands we ought to reve- 
rence and obey, being about to conftitute the Epiſ- 
copal Honour, and the Frame of his Church, ſaid to 
Peter, Thou art Peter, &c. From whence the Order 
of Biſhops and Conſtitution of the Church do's de- 
ſcend, by the Line of Succeſſion, through all Times 
and Ages, that the Church ſhou'd be built upon the 
Biſhops —— It is eſtabliſh'd by the Divine Law, 
that every Act of the Church ſhou d be Govern'd. 
by the Biſhop. EE at 
To Cornelius, then Biſhop. of Rome, Epiſt. 47. 
We ought chiefly (Brother) to endeavour to keep 
that Unity which was enjoyn'd by our Lord and his 
Apoſtles to us their Succeſſors, to be carefully ob- 
ſerved by us. 127 
Epiſt. 3. Rogatiano, "I 
The Deacons ought to remember that it was the 
Lord who choſe the Apoſtles, that is, the Biſhops. 
, Epiſt, 66. Florentio, , 
Chrift ſaid to the Apoſtles, and by that to all Bi- 
ſhops or Governors of his Church, who ſucceed the 
Apoſtles by vicarious Ordination, and are in their 
ſtead, He that heareth you, heareth Me. ; 
Fo from hence do Schiſms and Hereſies ariſe," 
and have ariſen, while the Biſhop, who is On E, 
and Covernour of the Church, by a proud Preſump- 
tion is deſpis'd; and that Man who is honoured as 
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| worthy by God, is accounted unworthy by Man. 
Epiſt, 
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Epi 59. Cornelis. 

Nor are Hereſies ſprung up, or Schiſms ariſen 
from any other Fountain than from hence, that O- 
bedience is not paid to the Prieſt of God; and that 
there is not one Frieſ at a Time in the Church, and 
one Judge for the Time in the Place of Chriſt. To 
whom, if the whole Fraternity did obey, according 
to the divine CEconomy, none wou'd dare to move 
any Thing againſt the Sacerdotal College Tt is 
neceſlary that the Biſhops ſhould exert their Au- 
thority with full Vigour. — But if it is fo, that 
we are afraid of the Boldneſs of the moſt profligate; 
and that which theſe wicked Men cannot compaſs 
by the Methods of Truth and Equity, if they can 
accompliſh by their raſhneſs and Deſpair, then is 
there an End of the Epiſcopal Authority,and of their 
ſublime and divine Power in governing the Church. 
Nor can we remain Chriſtians any longer, if it is 
come to this, that we fhou'd be afraid of the Threats 
and Snares of the Wicked 

——— The Adverſary of Chriſt, and Enemy of his 
Church, for this End ftrikes at the Biſhop or Ruler 
of the Church, with all his Malice, that the Go- 
vernour being taken away, he might ravage the 
more violently and cruelly upon the Shipwreck of 
the Church. Fq 

I's Honour then given to God, when the Divine 
Majefty and Cenſure is fo deſpiſed, that theſe ſa- 
crilegious Perſons ſay, do not think of the Wrath of 
God, be not afrgid of bis Fudgment, *do not knock 
at the Door of the Church; but without any Re- 
pentance or Confeſſion of their Crimes, deſptiing 
the Authority of their Biſhops, and trampling it 
under their Feet, a falſe Peace is preach'd to be 
had from the Presbyters, (viz.) In their taking up- 
on them to admit thoſe, that were fallen, into Com - 
munion, or the Peace of the Church, without the 
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TH ex imitate the coming of Anti-Chrift now 
approaching. 

Epiſt. 80. Succeſſo. "a 

Valerian (the Emperor) wrote to the Senate, that 
the Biſhops and the Presbyters, and the Deacons, 
ſhou'd be proſecuted. 5 

Firmilianus Cypriano. Epiſt. 75. p. 225. 
Tux Power of remitting Sins was given to the 
Apoſtles, and to the Biſhops, who have ſucceeded 
them by a vicarious Ordination. 

Epiſt, 16. p. 36. Cyprianus Presbyteris & 

| Diaconibus. 

Wnar Danger ought we to fear from the Diſ- 
pleaſure of God, when ſome Presbyters, neither 
mindful of the Goſpel, nor of their own Station in 
the Church, neither regarding the future Judgment 
of God, nor the Biſhop who is ſet over them, which 
was never done under our Predeceſſors, with the 
Contempt and Neglect of their Biſhop, do arrogate 
all unto themſelves? I cou'd bear with the Con- 
tempt of our Epiſcopal Authority, but there is now 
no room left for Diſſembling. 

A. D. 365. Optatus Milevitanus, Biſhop of Mileve, 
or Mela in Numidia in Africa, in his ſecond 
Book againſt Parmenian. | 

TH x Church has her ſeveral Members, Biſhops, 
—_—— Deacons, and the Company of the Faith- 

ul. 

You found in the Church, Deacons, Presbyters, 
Biſhops, you have made them Lay-men; acknow- 
ledge that you have ſubverted Souls. 

A. D. 370. St. Ambroſe, Bithop of Milan, Upon 
Epbeſ. iv. 11. Speaking of the ſeveral Orders of the 
Church. Andyþe gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
ll r and Evangeliſts, & 1 s, that by the Apo- 

les there, were meant the boos ; by Prophets, the 
Expounders of the Scriptures ; and by 'the Evange- 
lifts, the Deacons. But ſays, that they all met in 
the Biſhop , for that he was the chief Prieft; that is, 
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(ſays be) Prince of the Prieſts, and both Prophet and 
vargelaf, to ſupply all the Offices of the Church 
for the Miniſtry of the Faithful. | 

And upon 1 Gr. ii. 28. ſays, That Chrift conſti- 
tuted the Apoſtles Head in the Church, and that 
theſ> are the Biſhops. _Y 

And upon v. 29. are all Apaſtles? i. e. all are not 
Apaftles. This is true, (ſays he) becauſe in the 
Church there is but one Biſhop. *. 

AND becauſe all things are from one God the 
Father, therefore hath He appointed that one Bi- 
ſhop ſhould preſide over each Church, 
In his Book of the Dignity of the Prieſthood, c. 3. 
be ſays, That there is nothing in this World to be 
found more excelfnt than the Prieſts; nothing more 
ſublime than the Biſhops. F 
AN p ſpeaking of what was incumbent on the 
ſeveral Orders of the Church, he do's plainly di- 
ſtinguiſh them: For, ſays he, in the ſame Place; 
Go do's require one thing from a Biſhop, ano- 
ther from a Presbyter, another from a Deacon, and 
another from a Lay- man. N. 

A. D. 380. St. Ferom in his Comment on the 

| Epiſt. to Titus. 

Wx it began to be ſaid, I am of Paul, I of 
Apollos, Cc. and every one thought that thoſe 
which he baptized, belong'd to himſelf, and not to 
Chriſt, it was decreed thro' the whole Earth, that 
one choſen from among the Presbyters ſhou'd be ſet 
over the reſt, that the Seeds of Schiſm-might be 
taken away. " Ota 

I! bis Epiſt. to. Evagrius. 
FROM Mark the Evangeliſt to Heraclas, and Di- 
onyſius the Biſhops, the Presbyters of Agypt have 
always choſen out one from among themſelves, 
whom haying placed in an higher Degree than the 

reſt, they called their Biſhop. ' A a 
FH that is advanc'd, is advanc'd from leſs to 
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TRE Greatneſs of Riches, or the Humility of 
Poverty, do's not make a Biſhop greater or leſs, 
ſeeing all of them are the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. 

THAT we may know the Apoſtolical CEconomy to 
be taken from the Pattern of the Old Te/tament, the 
ſame that-Aaron and his Sons, and the Levites were 
in the Temple, the Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons 
are in the Church of Chri/t. | 

To Nepotianns, In 

Be ſubject to your Biſhop or Chief Prieſt, and re- 

ceive him as the Father of your Soul. 
Againſt the Luciferians. 

TRE Safety of the Church depends upon the 
Dignity of the High-prieſt, to whom, unleſs a ſort 
of abſolute and eminent Power be given above all, 
there will be as many Schiſms in the Church as 
there are Prieſts. Thence it is, that without the 
Command of the Biſhop, neither a Presbyter nor 
a Deacon have Power to Baptize; And the 
Biſhop is to impoſe his Hands upon thoſe who are 
baptized by Presbyters or Deacons, for the invo- 
cation of the holy Spirit. 5 

AND comforting Heliodorus a Biſhop, upon the 
Death of Nepotian bis Presbyter and Nephew, he 
commends Nepotian, in that he reverenc'd bis Biſhop. 

H E honour'd Heliodorus in Publick as his Biſhop, 
at home as his Father. But among his Presbyters 
and Co-equals, he was the firſt in his Vocation, &c. 

Uron the 6th of 1a, He calls the future Bi- 
ſhops Princes of the Church. 8 

Of the Eccleſſaſtical Writers. Concerning James, 

James, after the Paſſion of our Lord, was imme- 
diately, by the Apoſtles, ordained Biſhop of Feru- 
alem. The like he tells of the firſt Biſhops ' of other 


Places, 


Epiſt. 54. Againſt Montanus. 
WIr n us the Biſhops hold the Place of the A. 


poſtles, | 
F 2 A. D. | 
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A. D. 420. St. Auguſtin Biſhop of Hippo in A- 
frica, Epiſt. 42. | MM. 

THe Root of the Chriſtian Society is diffus'd 
throughout the World, in a ſure Propagation, by the 
Seats of the Apoſtles, and the Succeſion of the Biſhops. 

Que ſt. veter. & novi I.. N. 97. | 

THERE is none but knows that our Saviour did 
conſtitute Biſhops in the Churches , for before he 
aſcended into Heaven, he laid his Hands upon the 
Apoſtles and ordain'd them F7/bops. . 

L. 7. c. 43. The Sentence of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt is clear, who ſent his Apoſtles, and gave to 
them aloxe that Power which he had receiv'd from his 
Father; to whom we have ſucceeded, governing the 
Church of God by the ſame Power. | 

Epiſt. 162. Speaking of the Biſhops being call d 
Angels. Revela. 2. ſays be, By the Voice of God, the 
Governour of the Church is prais'd, under the Name 


of an Angel. | | 
SERMON 24. Of the Words of our Lord. 


Ir he ſaid to the Apoſtles alone, he that deſpiſetb 
yon, deſpiſeth me, then deſpiſe us: But if thoſe 
Words of his come down even unto us, and that he 
has called us, and conſtituted us in their Place, ſee 
that you do not deſpiſe us. 

Againſt Fauſtus, L. 33. cap. ult. 
WE embrace the holy Scripture, which from the 
Times of the preſence of Chriſt himſelf ; by the Diſ- 
poſition of the Apoſtles, and the Succeſtors of other 
Biſhops from their Seats, even to theſe Times, has 
come down to us, ſafely kept, commended and ho- 
nour'd through the whole Earth. 
Againſt Petilian. L. 2. c. 51, | 
War has the Chair of the Church of Rome 
done to thee, in which Peter fat, and in which at this 
Day , Anaſtaſius ſits ; or of the Church of Jeruſalem, in 
which James did fit, and in which John do's now 
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Againſt Fulian. L. 2. cap. ult. 

Trengus, Cyprian, Reticius, Olympius, Hilary, Gre- 
gory, Bafil, 7 bn Ambroſ? — theſe were Biſhops, 
grave, learn'd, &c. 

Que ſtions upon the Old Teſtament. Q. 35. 

Tre King bears the Image of God, as the Biſhop 
bears the Image of Chrift, Therefore while he is 
in that Station, he is to be honour'd, if not for him- 
ſelf, yet for his Order. 1 

LeT this ſuffice as to the Teſtimonies of particu- 
lar Fathers of the Church, tho* many more ma 
be produc'd, in that Compaſs of Time, to whi 
I have confin'd our preſent Enquiry. | 

AN D now (that no Conviction might be want- 
ing) I will ſet down ſome of the Canons of the 
Councils in thoſe Times, to the ſame Purpoſe; 
whereby it will appear, that Epi ſcopacy, as diſtin# 
from, and Superiour to Presbytery, was not only the 
Judgement of the firſt glorious Saints and Martyrs 
of Chriſt; but the current Doctrin, and Government of 
the Church, both Greek and Latin, in thoſe early 
Ages of Chriſtianity. 

IN the Canons of the Apoſtles, the Diſtinction of 
Biſhop, Presbyter, and Deacon is ſo frequent, that it is 
' almoſt in vain to give Citations, The 1. and 2. Ca- 
non ſhew the Difference to be obſerv'd in the Or- 
daining of them. oY OL 
LET a Biſhop be conſecrated by two or three Bi- 

Gn | | wy # 
15 E T a Presbyter and Deacon be ordain d by one 
%% | 

SEE the ſame Diſtin&ion of theſe Orders, Ca- 

NON 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 17. 18. 25. 27. 28. 29. 32. 

3. 36. 42. 44. 45. 51. 52. 53. 63. 68. 69. 70. 83. 
Canon, 15. Shews the Furi ſdiction of the Biſhops over 
the Presbyters and Deacons, 5 

Ir any Presbytey or Deacon, or any of the Cle- 
rical Order, ſhall leave his own Pariſh, and go to 
another, without the Biſhop's Leave, he ſhall offici- 

| > . 


wy 


134 

ate no longer; eſpecially if he obey not the Biſhop, 

when he exhorts him to return, perſiſting in his In- 

ſolence and diſorderly Behaviour, but he ſhall be 
reduc'd there to communicate only as a Lay-man. 

AND Can, 31. If any Presbyter, deſpiſing his 
own Biſhop, ſhall gather Congregations a- part, and 
ere& another Altar, his Biſhop not being convict of 
Wickedneſs or Irreligion, let him be depos'd as 
an ambitious Perſon , for, he is a Tyrant : As likewiſe 
ſuch other Clergy, and as many as ſhall join with 
Him; but the Lay men ſhall be excommunicated. 
But, let this be after the firſt, ſecond, and third 
Admonitien of the Biſhop, 

Can. 39. Let the Fresbyters and Deacons do no- 
thing without the Conſent of the Biſbop; for it is 
he to whom the People of the Lord are commit- 
ted, and from whom an Account of their Souls will 
bevequined, 4 dens TY 

Can. 41. We ordain the Biſhop to have Power 
of the Goods of the Church — And to adminiſter 
to thoſe who want, by the Hands of the Presbyters 
and Deacons, SES N 

| Can, 55. If any Clergy-man ſhall reproach his 

Biſhop, let him be depos d: For, thou ſhalt nat ſpeak 

evil of the Ruler of the People. - 

. . After the CaNows of the Apoſtles I produce next 
a great Council of 87 Bithops held at Carthage, in the 
Tear of Chriſt 256, under St. Cyprian, Arch-biſhop 

of that place, which is publiſhed in St. Cyprian? 

Works before quoted, p. 229. I here he tells us, 

TH a T beſides the Biſhops, there met there both 
22 and Deacons, and great Numbers of the 
Laity. T . mu 5 | 
_ Tx# Council of Eliberis in Spain, about the Tear 
of Chriſt 305. Cap. 18, and 19. Biſhops, Pres- 
byters and Deacons are nam'd diftin®, And C. 32. 
Presbyters and Deacons are forbid to give the Com- 
munion to thoſe who grievouſly offended, without the 
Command of the Biſhop. —_— 
13 c. 75+ 


7. , 

C. 75. Of thoſe who ſhall falſely accuſe a Biſhop, 
Presbyter or Deacon. 

Cap. 77. It is ordained that thoſe who are bap- 
tiz d by a Deacon, without the Biſhop or Presbyter, 
ſhall afterwards be confirm'd by the Biſhop, 

' Tax Council of Arles in France, about the Year 
of Chriſt 309, Cap. 18. It is declar'd that the Dea- 
cons ſhould be Subject to the Presbyters. And c. 19. 
That the Presbyters ſhould be ſubje& to their Bi- 
ſhop, and do nothing without his Conſent, 

A. D. 315. The Council of Ancyra, cap. 1. and 
2. Having prohibited thoſe Presbyters and Deacons 
who had, in Times of Perſecution, offer'd to Idols, 
from the Execution of their Office, ſays, that not- 
withſtanding the Biſhop may diſpence with Them 
if he ſees their Repentance ſincere ; for that this 
Power is lodg'd in the Biſhop. | "= 
A. D. 321. The Council of Laodicea. Can. 41. 
That no Clergy-man ought to travel, without the 
Conſent of his Biſhop. 

Can. 56. That the Presbyters ought not to go 
into the Church, and fit in their Stalls, till the Fi. 
Hop come, and to go in with the Fifbop, 

A. D. 325. The firſt and great Council of Nice. 
Can. 16, That if any Presbyters or Deacons leave 
their own Churches, they ought not to be receiv'd 
into any other Church - And that if any ſhall or- 
. Cain ſuch in his Church, as belong to another, with- 

out the Conſent of his proper Biſbop, let ſuch Ordi- 

nations be void. - 3 1 

A. D. 326. The Council of Gangra. 

Can. 6. If any have private Meetings out of the 
Church withont their Presbyter, let them be anathe- 
matiz'd by the Sentence of the Bibo. 
Can. 7. If any will take or give of the Fruits 
offer'd to the Church, out of the Church, without 
Leave of the Biſhop, let him be Anathema. : 
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A. D. 341. The Council of Antioch. 

Can. 3. If any Presbytey or Deacon, leaving his 
own Pariſh, ſhall go to others; and refuſe to return, 
when his own Biſbop ſhall Summon him, let him 
be depos'd, | 

Can. 4. If any Biſhop being depos'd by a Synod, 
or a Presbyter or Deacon being depos'd by his own 
proper Biſbop, ſhall preſume to exerciſe his Functi- 
on, let no Room be left them, either for Reſtau- 
ration or Apology. 
Can. 5, If any Presbyter or Deacon, deſpiſing 
his own _ Biſhop, ſhall ſeparate himſelf from the 
Church, and gather a Congregation of his own, and 
ſet up a different Altar ; and ſhall refuſe to ſub- 
mit himſelf. to his Biſhop, calling him the firſt and 
Tecond Time, let him be OW depos'd. 

Can. 12. If any Presbyter or Deacon being de- 

os'd by his own proper Biſhop, or a Biſhop bp the 

ynod, dare appeal to the King, ſeeing his Appeal 
les to a greater Sy nod of more Biſhops, where he is 
to expect the Examination of his Cauſe, and to refer 
the Deciſion to them: But if, making light of theſe, 
he trouble the King with it, ſuch an one is worthy 
of no Pardon, nor ought to be admitted to make 
any Sort of Apology, or to have hopes of his be- 
ing ever reftor'd any more, | | 

Can. 22. That a Biſhop ought not to ordain Pres- 
byters or Deacons in another Biſhop's Dioceſs, with- 
out his leave. 

A. D. 348. In the Council of Carthage, Canon 11. 

Ihe Caſe is put where a Deacon being accus'd, 
Mall be try'd by three neighbouring Biſhops, a Fres- 
byter by 11x, and a Biſhop by twelve. | 

A. D, 381, The Second CEcumenical Council of 
Conſtantinople, Canon 6. Ranks thoſe with Here- 
ticks, who, tho' they Profeſs the true Faith, yet 
run into Schiſm, and gather Congregations a-part 
from, and in Oppoſiyog to our Canonical Bi- 


ſhops, | 
a A D. 
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A. D. 419. The Council of Carthage, Canon 3. 
Mentions the three diſtin& Orders of giſhop, Presby- 
ter and Deacon; and compares them to the Higb- 
prieſt, Priefts and Levites. 

In the ſame Manner they are as diftin@ly mention d, 
Canon 4. Biſhop, Presbyter and Deacon; and their 
Powers diſtin. For, Canon 6. It is declar'd not 
to be lawful for Presbyters to conſecrate Churches, 
or reconcile Penitents z but if any be in great Dan- 
ger, and deſirous to be reconcil'd in the Abſence of 
the Biſhop, The Presbyter ought to conſult the Bi- 
ſhop, and receive his Orders 1n it, as is declar'd in 
the 7 Canon." . 

Can, 10. If any Presbyter, being puff'd up with 
Pride, ſhall make a Schiſm againſt his own proper 
Biſhop, let him-be Anathema. 

Canon 11 Gives leave to a: Presbyter, who is 
condemn d by his Biſhop, to appeal to the neigbour- 
ing Biſhops , but if, without this, he flies off, and 
makes a Schi ſin from his Biſhop, it confirms the Ana- 
thema upon him. Canon 12 Orders what is beſore 
recited out of Can. 11 of the Council of Carthage. 

THAT a Biſpop who is accus d ſhall be try'd by 
twelve Biſhops, if more may not be had; a Presbyter 
by ſix Biſhops, with his own Biſhop, and a Deacon by 
three, © | 

Canon 14 Orders that in Tripoli, becauſe of the 
ſmaller Number | f Biſhops in thoſe Parts, a Presby- 
ter ſhall be judg'd by five Biſhops, and a Deacon 
by three, his own proper Biſhop preſiding 

Canon 46. That a Presbyter ſhall not reconcile 
a Penitent, without the Knowledge of the Biſhop 
unleſs upon Neceſſity in the Abſence of the Biſbop. 

Canon 59. That one Biſhop may Ordain many 
Presbyters; but that it was hard to find a Presbyter 
who was fit to be made a Biſhop. 

Canon 65. That a Clergy-man, being condemned 
by the Biſhops, cannot be deliver'd by that Church to 
which he did belong, or by any Men whatſoever 
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Canon 126. That Presbyters and Deacons may 
appeal from their own Biſhop to the neighbour- 
ing Biſhops, choſen by conſent of their own Biſhop, 
and from them to the Primate or Provincial Synod , 
but not to any trans- marine or foreign ' JurisdiQion, 
under pain of Excommunication. ns 
A. D. 451. The Council of Chalcedon, being 
the fourth general Council; Canon 9. | 
Ir any Clergy-man have a Cauſe of complaint a+ 
gainſt another Clergy-man, let. him not leave his 
own proper Biſhop, and have recourſe to the Secn- 
lar Conrts ——— Whoever do's otherwiſe ſhall be 
put under the Canonical Cenſures. 1 
Canon 13. That a foreign Clergy- man, and not 
known, ſhall not officiate in another City, without 
Commendatory Letters from his own Biſhop. 3 
Canon 18. If any of the Clergy ſhall be found 
confpiring, or joyning in Fraternities, or con- 
triving any Thing againſt the Biſbops they ſhall 
fall from their own Degree. ah 
Canon 29. To reduce a Biſhop to the Degree of a 
Presbyter is Sacrilege. eee 2 
Tuxs e Authorities are ſo plain and full as to 
prevent any Application, or multiplying of fur- 
ther Qnotations which might gd. be done: For, 
if thefe can be anſwer'd, fo may all that can poſſi- 
bly be produc?d, or even fram'd in Words. 
Ap there is now no Remedy left to the Presbyte- 
riant and other Diſſenters from Epiſcopacy, but to 
deny all theſe by Whole-ſale, to throw off all Anti- 
qaity, as well the firſt Ages of n even that 
wherein the Apoftles themſelves, lived and taught, 
as all ſince , Me.” ſo to ftand upon a new Foundation of 
their own Invention. | | 
Bu r this only ſhews the Nefperateneſs of their 
Cauſe; and the Impregnable Bulwark of Epiſco- 
pacy; which (I muſt fay it) ſtands upon fo ma- 
2y, clear, and Authentic Evidences, as can never be 
overthrown, but by ſuch Arguments, fach Topicks, 
as muft render Chriftianity it ſelf precarious, 5 f 
8 An 
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Ay if from the Etymology of the Words Biſhop 
and Presbyter, any Argument can be drawn (againſt 
all the Authorities produc'd) to prove them the 
| ſame, we may, by this way of reaſoning prove 

Cyrus to be Chriſt, for ſo he is call'd, Iſa, 45. 1.— 
anointed, which the Word Chriſt ſignifies. 

Ox if the Presbyterians will have their Moderator 
to be a Biſhop, we will not quarrel with them a- 
bout a Word. Let us then have a Moderator, ſuch 
as the Biſhops before deſcrib'd, viz. A Moderator, as 
a ſtanding Officer, during Life, to whom all the 
Presbyters are to be obedient as to Chrift, i. e. to the 
Moderator, as repreſenting the Perſon of Chrift : 
That nothing be done in the Church without Him: 
That He be underſtood as the Principle of Unity in 
his Church, ſo that, they who unjuſtly break off from 
his Communion, are thereby in a Schiſm : That He 
ſhew his Succeſton, by regular Ordination, convey'd 
down from the Apoſtles. In ſhort, that He have all 
that Character and Authority, which we ſee to have 
been recogniz d in the Biſhops, in the very Age of the 
Apoſiles, and all the ſucceeding Ages of Chriſtianity”, 
and then call Him Moderator, Superintendent, or Bi- 
ſoop For, the conteſt is not about the Name, but the 
Thing. 


Ay if we go only upon the Etymology of the 
Word, how ſhall we prove Presbyters to be an Order 
in the Church, more than Biſhops ? as Athanaſms 
ſaid to Dracontius, of thoſe who perſwaded him not 
to accept of a Biſhoprick, Why do they perſwade you 
not to bs a Biſhop, when they themſelves will have 
Presbyters, 

I will end this Head, with the Advice of that 
great Father to this ſame Dracontius. 
If the Government of the Churches do not pleaſe 
you ; and that you think that the Office of a Biſbop 
as no reward, thereby making your ſelf a Deſpiſer 
of our Saviour, who did inſtitute it; I beſeech you 
ſurmiſe not any ſuch Things as theſe, nor do you 
entertain any who adviſe Tock Things; for that 1s 
| N not 
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not worthy of Dracontins : For what things the Lord 
did inſtitute by his Apoſtles, thoſe Things remain 
both good and ſure. Athanaſ. Epiſt. ad Dracont. 
Ha vir thus explain'd thoſe Texts of Scripture 
which ſpeak of Epiſcopacy, by the concurrent Senſe 
of thoſe who liv'd with the Apoſtles, and were taught 
the Faith from their Mouths ; who liv'd - zealous 
Confefſors and dy'd glorious Martyrs of Chriſt , and 
who ſucceeded the Apoſtles in thoſe very Churches 
where themſelves had fate Biſhops: And having 
deduc'd their Teſtimonies, and of thoſe who ſuc- 
ceeded them down for Four hundred and fifty Tears 
after Chriſt , (from which Time, there is not even 
ſo much as a Doubt rais'd againſt the univer ſal re- 
ception of Epiſcopacy) and this not only from their 
Fitings apart, but by their Canons and Laws, when 
. aſſembled together in Council; which one -wou'd 
think ſufficient Evidence, againſt none at all on the 
other fide, that is, for the Succeſton of Churches in 
the Presbyterian Form, of which ub one Inſtance can 
be given, ſo much as of one Church in the World 
ſo deduc'd, not only from the Days of the Apoſtles, 
(as is ſhewn for Epiſcopacy) but before Calvin and 
"thoſe who reform'd with him, about 180 Yeats laſt 
_ Paſt : I ſay, tho' what is done is ſufficient to'ſatisfy 
any indifferent and unbyas'd Judgment, yet there is 
one Topic behind, which, with ſome Men, I mean 
our Diſſenting Brethren, which I ſay, weighs more 
than all Fathers and Councils; and that is, the late 
| Reformation, from whence ſome date even their very 
Chriftianity, And if even by this too Eprſcopacy 
mou'd be witneſs'd and approv d, then is there no- 
thing at all in the World left to the Oppoſers of 
Epiſcopacy, nothing of Antiquity, Precedent, or even 
any Autbority but their own wilful Will againſt all 
Ages of the Catholick Church, even that of the Re- 
formation as well as all the reſt. 
Let us then examine. Firſt, for the Church of 


England, that is thrown off clearly by our Diſſen- 
4 ters, 
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ters, for that was reform d under Epi ſcopacy, and 
continues ſo to this Day. a 

And as to our neighbour Nation of Scotland, where 
the Presbyterians do boaſt, that the Reformation was 
made by Presbyters; that is moſt clearly and authen- 
tically confuted, by a late learned and worthy Au- 
thor (already mention'd) in his Fundamental Char- 
ter of Presbytery, printed 1695, ſo as to ſtop the 
Mouths of the moſt perverſe, who will not be per- 
| Tiwaded tho! they are perſwaded. 

Go we then abroad, and fee the State of the 
Reformed Churches there. 

TRE Lutberans are all cut off, as the Church of 
England; for they till retain Epiſcopacy, as in Den- 
mark, Sweden, &c. 

THERE remains now only the Calviniſts. Here 
it is the Presbyterians ſet up their Reſt! This is 
their ſtrong (and as they think) impregnable Foun- 
dation ! | 

Ap even this will fail them as much as all the 
other: For, be it known unto them (however they 
will receive it) that Calvin himſelf, and Beza,and the 
reſt of the learned Reformers of their Part, did give 
their Teſtimony for Epiſcopacy as much as any, 
They counted it a moſt unjuſt Keproach upon them, 
to think that they condemn'd Ep [copacy 3 which 
they ſay they d1d not throw off, but could not 
have it there, in Geneva, without coming under 
the papal Hierarchy : They eh applauded and con- 
„ e the Epiſcopal Hierarchy of the Church of 

gland, as in their ſeveral Letters to Queen El:iza- 
beth, to the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and others of 
our Engliſh Biſhops : They pray'd heartily to God 
for the preſervation and continuance of it: Bemoan'd 
their own unhappy Circumſtances, that they cou'd 
not have the like, becauſe they had no Magiſtrate 
to protect them; and wiſhed for Eprſcopacy in their 
Churches, the want of which they on d as a great 
Defect, but call'd it their Misfortune rather oy 
6 ä their 
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their Fault. As the learned of the French Hugonots 
have likewiſe pleaded in TRE IR behalf. 

As for their Excuſe. I do not now meddle 
with it, for I think it was not a pod one. They 
might have had Biſhops from other Places, tho? 
there were none among themſelves, but thoſe 
who were Poprſh: And they might as well have had 
Biſhops as Presbyters, without the Countenance of the 
Civil Magiſtrate. It might indeed have rais'd a 
greater Fer ſecution againſt them; but that is no- 
thing as to the Truth of the Thing, And if they 
thought it a Truth, they ought to have ſuffer'd for 
at, | 

Bur whatever becomes of their Excuſe, here it 
is plain, that they gave their Suffrage for Epiſco- 

acy , which whoſo pleaſes may ſee it at large in 

r. Durel's View of the Government and Vorſbip in the 
Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, (who was himſelf 
one of them) printed 1662. 

So that our Modern Presbyterians have departed 
from Calvin as well as from Luther, in their Abhor- 
rence of Epi ſcopacy, from all the Chriſtian World, in 
all Ages; and particularly from all our late Re- 
formers, both of one fort and another. 

CALVIN wou'd have anathematiz'd all of them, 
had he liv'd in our Days. He ſays there were none 
ſuch to be found in his Time, who oppos'd the Epi/- 
copal Hierarchy, but only the Papal, which aſpir'd 
to an univerſal Supremacy in the See of Rome, over 
the whole Cuholick Church, which is the Prerogative 
of Chriſt alone. Bor, ſays he, , 

Ir they wou'd give us ſuch an Hierarchy, in 
which the Biſhops hou'd ſo excell, as that, they 
did not refuſe to be ſubje& to Chriſt, and to depend 
upon Him as their only Head, and refer all to him; 
then I will confeſs that they are worthy of all Ana- 
themas, if any ſuch ſhall be found, who will not 
reverence it, and ſubmit themſelves to it, with the 
' utmoſt Obedience, Calvin de Neceſitat. Eccles Re- 
Formand. SEE, 
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Sex, he ſays, if there ſhall be any ſuch, which 
ſuppoſes that He knew none. ſuch ; and that He 
own'd none ſuch amongſt his Reformers : And that 
if ever any ſuch ſhou'd ariſe, He thought there were 
no Anathemas which they did not deſerve, who 
ſhou'd refuſe to ſubmit to the Epiſcopal Hierarcby, 
without ſuch an Unverſal Head, as excludes Chriſt 
from being the only univerſal Head; for if there be 
another, ( tho' ſubſtitute) He is not only. Thus He 
is call'd the chief Biſhop, but never the only Biſhop, 
becauſe there are others deputed under him. 
Bur Chrift calls no Biſhop the univerſal Biſhop, or 
Head of the Catholic Church, becauſe He has appoint- 
ed no Subſtitute in that ſupreme Office z, as not of uni- 
ver ſal King, ſo neither of univerſal Biſhop, : 
AN D Beza ſuppoſes as poſitively as Calvin had 
done, that there were none who did oppoſe the 
Epiſcopal Hierarchy without ſuch an Univerſal Head 
now upon Earth; or that oppos'd the Order of Epiſ- 
copacy , and condemns them as Mad-men, if any ſuch 
cou'd be found. For thus ſays He, 
Ix there be any (which you ſhall hardly per- 
ſwade me to believe) who reject the whole Order of 
Epi ſcopacy; God forbid that any Man, in his Wits, 
ſhou'd aſſent to the Madneſs of ſuch Men. Bexa, 
ad Tractat. de Miniſt. Ev. Grad, ab Hadrian. Sa- 
rav. Belga Edit. C. 1. | 
A D particularly as to the Church of England, 
and her Hierarchy of Arch-biſhops and Biſhops ; he 
ſays, that He never meant to oppugn any Thing of 
that, but calls it a fingular Bleſſing of God, and wiſhes 
that ſhe may ever enjoy it. Ibid. c. 18. 
© So that our Modern Presbyterians are diſarm'd of 
the Precedent of Calvin, Beza, and all the Refor- 
mers abroad; by whoſe Sentence they are anathe- 
matized, and counted as Mad- men. 
HEN E then, let us conſider and beware of the 
fatal Progreſs of Error! Calvin and the Reformers 
with Him, ſet up Presbyterian Government, as they 
pos 
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retended, by Neceſſity , but ſtill kept up and 
proeſsd the bigbeil Regard to the Eiſcopil Cha- 
rater and Authority: But thoſe who pretend to 
follow their Example, have utterly abdicated the 
whole Order of Epiſcopacy, as Anti- Chriſtian and an 
inſupportable Grievance ! While at the ſame Time, 
they wou'd ſeem to pay the greateſt Reverence to 
theſe Reformers; and much more to the Authorit 
of the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; whoſ? 
Fathers and Councils ſpoke all the High Things, be- 
fore quoted, in Behalf of Epi/copery far beyond 
7 fo 
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the-Language of our later Apologi/ts, for that Apo · 
folic Hierarchy ; or what durſt now be repeated, 
except from ſuch unqueſtionable Authority. 

AN p now, let me tell our Diſſenters of all De- 
nomi nations, that they imitate the Hardneſs of the 
Jews, who built the Sepulchers of thoſe. Prophets, 
whom their Fathers ſlew , while, at the ſame Time, 
they adher'd to, and out-did the Wickedneſs of 

their Fathers, in Perſecuting the Succeſſors of thoſe 
P rophets. , | 
I make no Queſtion, but by this Time, I have 
made my ſelf many Enennes by talking thus freely 
againſt the Diſſenters. But if I have, all that I can 

ay is, that I wou'd willingly diſpleaſe no Man, 
but live at Peace with all the World. God knows 
my Heart, I hate no Man's Perſon, but would dohim 

all the Good that is in my Power, But if I cannot 
do him that Good without diſpleaſing him; I ought 
to prefer his Good to the diſturbing him a little; 
elſe I do not really love him. And if he takes Of- 
fence at me for this, it 1s his Fault, not mine. 

AND truly as to our diſſenting Brethren upon 
the Point of Religion, I look upon their Caſe with 
the greateſt Compaſſion and Concern that is poſſible 
for the ſake of their Souls, which to me they ſeem 
to hazard upon the greateſt Uncertainty, and the 
molt canſeleſly of any upon Earth. 
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FigsT cauſeleſly, becauſe they pretend to be one 
with us as to Doctrin and Worſhip, and break off for 
nothing but what themſelves call indifferent Things; 


and in which they declare they can comply occaſion- 
ally with a good Conſcience, 


Bur then, ſecondly, their Separation is upon 


the greateſt Uncertainty, if not a Certainty againſt 

them, which I ranges invite them to conſider, 

with that Seriouſneſs which their Eternal Salvation 
0's require. 3 N 

Eo R if Chriſt delegated his Power to his Apoſtles, 
and they to others, to continue to the End of the 
World, 2 _ 

Ir the Apoſtles did delegate Biſhops| under 
them, in all the Chriſtian Churches, which they 
planted throughout the whole Earth. 

Ir Epiſcopacy was the known and receii'd Go- 
vernment of all the Churches in the World, not 
only in the Apoſtolic Age, but in all the Succeeding 
Ages for 1500 Years. | | 
Ir it was not poſſible for Churches ſo diſyers'd 
into ſo many far diſtant Regzons, to concert all to- 
gether, and at once, to alter that Frame of Govern- 
ment which had been left them by the Apoſtles, © 

Is ſuchan Alteration of Government cou'd not be 
without great Notice to be taken of it, as if the 
Government of a Nation was chang'd from Com- 
mon · wealth to Monarchy. | [IP 

AND if no Author or Hiſtorian of thoſe Times 
makes the leaſt Mention of ſuch a Change of Go- 
vernment, but all with one Voice ſpeak of Epiſcopacy, 
and the Succeſton of the Biſhops in all the Churches, 
from the Days of the Apoſttes, and in thoſe Ages 
of Zeal, when the Chriſtians were ſo forward to ſa- 
crifice their Lives in Oppoſition to any, Error or 
Deviation from the Truth, no one takes any Notice 
of Epiſcopacy as being an Enctoachment upon the 

ght the Presbyters or the , People, or being 
any the leaſt Deviation from the Apaltelical e. 
#7, "So 6 3 9 
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I ſay, if theſe Things are not poſſible to any think- 
ing Man, then Friſco acy muſt be the Primitive 
and Apaſtolical Inflitutton. And it is as impoſible 
to be otherwiſe, as to ſuppoſe that all the great 
Monarchies in the World ſhou'd be turn'd into Com- 
mon wealths, or the Common wealths into Monarchies, 
all at one Inſtant, and yet (too) that no Body ſhou'd 
know it, or that thoſe who wrote the Hiftories of 
thoſe Times, ſhou'd take 99 Notice of it; or any 
Man be found to aſſert his Liberty and Freedom a- 
gainſt ſuch flagrant Uſurpations ! Or that none of 
thoſe who had the Government before ſhou'd com- 
plain of any wrong done to them, or ſet up their 
Claim! | 
Suck Revolutions cou'd not happen, but they wou'd 
have ſet the World in a Flame. And if Presbytery, or 
any other Form of Government except Epiſcopacy, 
had been the Primitive Inſtitution, the Biſhops cou'd 
never have ſtolen themſelves into Poſſeſſion, and 
uſurp d upon all Churches without any Notice, and 
without vaſt Struggling and Conte ſt. 
Ts not the change of Church-Government in Scot- 
land from Epiſcopacy to Presbytery ſince the Revolu- 
tion, very well known? And was it not known, that 
the Church of England was overthrown in the late 
Times of Uſurpation © Is there any Hiſtory of thoſe 
Times does not make mention of it? — 5 
How then can we ſuppoſe that Epiſcopacy (if an 
Uſurpation) ſnou'd have prevail'd in all the Churches 
of the Vorld, without the leaſt Notice or Oppoſition 
J ok, * RO REES I 
 THr1s being ſettled to a Demonſtration, I wou'd 
next lay before our unhappy · diſſenting Brethren what 
the Conſequence will be, if we willfully and without 
any Veceſſity break off from x which has 
deſcended to us from the Apoſtles, by as clear and evi- 
dent Fa& as that there were Emperours in Rome after 
Ceſar, or Kings in England ſince Villiam the Congue- 
Tony, - For it is as evident in all Ecclefiaftical Hiffo- 
6 | 3 ries, 
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ies, that there were Biſhops in all Churches from the 
very Beginning. 3 
Ir Biſhops then were conſtituted as Governors of 
Churches,he that difowns the Governor of any Society 
or Corporation diſowns the Government of it, and 
cannot be call'd a Member of ſuch a Society, and con- 
ſequently has no Title or Right to the Privileges of it. 
TH 15 is evident both in Fact and Rea ſon every 
Day before our Eyes. And the Diſſenters will allow 
it in every Caſe but their own. And in their own, 
when any break off from them. Therefore I won'd 
earneſtly exhort them to conſder of their Caſe, and 
that it muſt be the ſame in their Caſe as in others, 
for that the Rea ſon is the ſame : „n 34 
AND if fo, then their Ordinations in Oppoſition 
to Epiſcopacy are not only invalid but Sacrilege, and 
Rebellion againſt Chriſt who did inſtitute this Society, 
and gave them their Charter, and if their Ordinations 
are null, then their Baptiſms are ſo too, and all their 
Ordinances, They are out of the viſible Church, and 
have no Right to any of the Promiſes in the Goſpel, 
Wich are all made to the Church, and to none other. 
== v, Baptiſm by any other Lay-men or by a 
id. wife in Caſe of Neceſſity, is more excuſable, 
and I ſhou'd have a leſs Sin to anſwer for, if I 
ſhou'd ſuffer my Child to be baptiz'd by ſuch an 
One; than by thoſe who pretend to have Ordina- 
tion, but have none, «except what is worſe than none, 
that is, what is in dire& Oppoſition to the Church, 
For the firſt of theſe pretend to no Commiſſion or 
Authority, but excuſe themſelves purely upon the 
"Point of Neceſity, and wou'd not have thought it 
lawful for them to do if any Clergy-mani had been 
preſent : Whereas the other claim it as their Right, and 
in Preference to the Biſhops or Clergy. The Lifte- 
rence ſeems to me; as if in my Abſence one ſhou'd. 
break open my Doors on Suppoſition of a Fire, and 
an Houſe· hren ker ſhou'd do it to rob me. 
Ir we cannot have the Ordinances as Chriſt has 
commanded them, it is more dutiful to God, and ex- 
* 113 preſſes 
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expreſſes greater Humility in our ſelves, to pray Him 
not to impute the Vant of them to us, than to take 
upon vs to inſtitute new Ordinances, or ſet up a 
new Prieffbood of our own Heads, as Fereboam and 
Micah did. | 

Bur it is certainly, leſs culpable for a Lay. man 
to do ſome one Prieftly Act, as to baptize, &c. upon 
a Neceſity, and where no Cl-rgy-man is to be had, 
than if he ſhou'd ſet up falſe Orders, and pretend 
to the ſacred Office, and gather Congregations after 
him, in direct Oppoſition to the Church, and to 
tear her in pieces. There is no Compariſon betwixt 
theſe two Caſes. 

I ask any ſober Man, nay, any Man of but common 
Senſe or Reaſon, this one Queſtion. 

Suppoſe you had a Grant of an Eftate or Office 
from the King, but it was to paſs the Great Seal; 
and my Lord Chancellor not being in the way,wou'd 
you counterfeit the Great Seal to ſecure your Grant? 

No, ſurely; for if you did, (I have a ſtrong 
Fancy) you wou'd loſe your Grant, and be hang'd 
for Ireaſon into the Bargain. 

I verily. believe you'd think it much ſafer to 
truſt the King's Promiſe, and tell hin hom it was not in 
your Power to have the GRE AT-SEAL put to the Grant. 
_ 1.» WrTHCuT doubt you are of Opinion, that this 

wou'd be the moſt fafe and wiſe Courſe you cou'd 
take. And the King wou'd (ſurily) lay no Blame upon 
you for what was not in your Power to help. _ 

Now apply it. We have a promiſe of Salva- 
tion by the Redemption of Chriſt. But it is fequir'd 
that this Grant be Sign'd and Seal'd by Baptiſm. 
The Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the Biſhops of the 
Church, are thoſe empewer'd by Cbriſt to affix this 
Seal of Baptiſm to the Grant, either by themſelves, 
or their lawful Deputies whom they ſhall empower 
to do it: Such as the Prieſts and Deacons, to whom 
they give this Commiſſion by ſolemn I ords, and the 
lay ing on of their Hands. 57 F 
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Now, ſuppoſe I were in a Place where none of 
theſe were to be had. Shall J take upon me to af. 
fix the Seal myſelſ? Or ſhall I conſtitute Priefts or 
Deacons to affix it for me ? or ſhall I rather chuſe 
to want it, ſince I cannot have the proper Officers, 
and truſt to the Mercy of Chriſt? 

I am ſure I ſhou'd chuſe the laſt. It wou'd be 
much greater Humility in me, and Ju in God too, 
who, I wou'd not doubt, | wou'd ſupply the Defect 
which was not in my Power to help, than to coun- 
terfeit the Great Seal of Heaven, and to take upon 
me to appoint Officers to repreſent Chriſt, and to 
ſign and ſeal his Covenant, as his Attorneys, in hi, 
Name, to whom he gave no ſuch Commiſſion; this 
wou'd be to uſurp the Prerogative of the great and 
tremendous GoD, and the higheſt Treaſon againſt 
the Majeſty of Heaven! againſt the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords ! I ſhou'd think my Grant much 
more ſecure without any Seal, than with ſuch a Seal, 
and [o EJ. 

AND now] apply myſelf with a Chriſtian Con- 
cern to our mfled Diſſenters, and let them ſee and 
conſider, that when they receive (what they call) 

the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, in 
their Congregations, they receive no Sacraments, nor 
are their Children baptiz'd any more than if a Mid- 
wife had done it: Nay, that it had been "leſs guil- 
tily done by her, in Caſe of Neceſity, than by the 
others in the ordinary Way; whole Miniſtrations 
are not only void, and null, (if they have not a 
lawful Authority) but are Sacrilegious, and like the 
Offerings of | Korah, are Rebellion againſt the Lord. 
And will tender Parents carry their Children to, 
at leaſt, diſputed Baptiſms ? while the Presbyterians 
themſelves deny not the Validity of Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation, and conſequently of the Sacraments admi- 
niſtred by their Hands, Will you run an Hazard 
then, where your Souls are concern'd, and of your 
Children, when you may be ſure, by the n 
1 0 
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of all Parties, even of thoſe Men, who (thro Igno- 

rance) unhappily miflead you? O lay your Hands 

upon your Hearts, and ſtand not out wilfully a- 

gainſt your own Salvation, and in ſo plain a Caſe, 

i where you have no Excule ! 

BM Ax p now, I am well aſſur'd, that to thoſe who 
with unprejudic'd Minds ſeek for Truth: I ſay, I 
am ſure, that what has been offer'd in Defence of 
Epiſcopacy will appear ſufficient ; Yet, left any 

fooliſh Perſon who ſtudies to obſcure Truth for 

| Intereſt, and to ſupport a bad Cauſe, ſhall notwith- 

g ſanding all that has been ſaid, make uſe of that 

1 old thread bare Argument, and harp ſtill upon the 

j old wort ont String, I mean the Etymology, the ſenſe- 

i leſs Fingle of the Words Biſhop. and Presbyter , and 

becauſe the Word Presbyter ſometimes ſignifies a 

Pijbop, and the Word Biſbop ſometimes ſignifies a 

Presbyter, and therefore they will (with juſt as much 

Learning as Modeſty Y ſtand to it, that Biſhop and 

Presbyter are the ſame Thing, WE 6x 

8 Opt if any learned Gentleman, to ſhew his 

| j Parts, ſhou'd ſtill patronize this forſaken Argu- 

* ment, *ftho* Tam certain that moſt People will 
= be fully ſatisfy d, that thoſe who ſhall inſiſt upon 
Wa it, have nothing elſe to ſay.) I ſhall now, that the 
| Poor People may not be deceived with ſuch ſenſeleſs 
Fa, fay ſomething further to it. 
Tas Word Imperator, which we tranſlate Empe- 
ror, ſometimes ſignifies the. General of an Army, 
or any other Commander; for the Word ſignifies 
Commander. And we know that many command 
beſides the Emperor himſelf. Now ſuppoſe any to 
ſthew his Vit and Learning, ſhou'd ſet up a new 
Hypotbefis. and ſay, That there never was an Em- 
peror in Rome; and ſupport this learned Nonſenſe 
with abundance of Quotations out of the Roman 
Authors, where the General of an Army was call'd 
Imperator, and thence ſhou'd moſt wiſely argue that 


Ca/ar or Auguſtus, or any other of the Roman Em- 
ry | perers, 
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perors were no more than bare Generals of Armes, 
but had nothing to do in civil Affairs, or were any 
civil Magiſtrates at all. | 

I ſuppoſe every Body wou'd laugh at him, or if 
he were in earneft, think him a Madman, Becauſe 
he play'd with Words againſt plain Fa#. -And all 
the Hiſtories of thoſe Times wou'd contradict him 
and ſhew his Folly, When I fee the Pictures of the 
12 Ceſars or Emperors of Rome: I mean ſo many 
Kings with regal Power, and T have been always told 

ſo, and never heard any Body ſay otherwiſe. 

AND the Succeſian of the Roman Empire was de- 
duc'd in the Sneceſton of their Emperors, And it is 
told when one Emperor did ſucceed another. There 
were many Imperatores, that is, Generals in every | 
one of theſe Reigns, as it is with us; but the Go- 
vernment was not deduc'd in the Succeſſion of theſe 
Generals, but only of their Kings or Emperors, 1n 
the proper Acceptation of the Word, as Kings. 

AN'D I will appeal to any learned Diſſenter in 
the World, whether in the Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtories, 
the Succeſſon of all the Churches is not reckon'd by 
the Succeſion of the Biſhops alone, and not of the 
Presbyters or Deacons. © 3 
'Tx1s makes the Caſe clear. And that the Bi- 
ſhops were the Governors of the Churches. And as 
I ſaid before, how cou'd theſe Biſhops have thruſt 
themſelves thus into the chief Government all the 
World over, without any Oppoſition, and to be 
own'd as fuch, and acknowledg'd by all, if the 
Original Inſtitution had been Presbytery or oe other 
Frame of Government? Or if there were Presbyte- 
rians in thoſe Days, (as our Presbyterians wou'd have 
us believe) they were much more moderate and 
complai ſant than our Presbyterians, to let the Biſhops 
_ uſu7p upon their Authority, and engroſs all into their 
own Hands, without ſo much as one Remonſtrance 
or the leaſt Suarle from any of them: Strange! 

Wondrous ſtrange : 


4d. 
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None. then did object that Biſhop and Presbyter 
were the ſame Thing, from the Etymology of the 
Words, 

Such Trifling wou'd not then have been endur'd! 
They knew very well, that the Word Ei - 
which we tranſlate Biſhop, ſignifyd an Over-ſeer, 
in which Senſe every Shepherd may be call'd an 
ExicnorO-, much more any Presbyter or Paſtor in 
the Church. The Etymology of the Word n1948%74g0- 
is Elder man, which we call Alderman , and the So- 
niores or Elders was us d to expreſs Authority, and 
not only Age; as the Elders, that is, the Chiefs or 
Heads of the Peqple, an Expreſſion frequent in 
Scripture, Hence Ambaſſadors have been call'd 
Presbyters, and other Great Men, or in great Employ- 
ments, Now, if any Man ſhou'd infer from this, 

that every Ambaſſador or Alderman of the City were 
a Clergyman, and of the Degree of Presbyter in the 
Church, I ſuppoſe he cou'd. perſwade but a few. 
The Word Aaudxor©- ſignifies a Miniſter or Servant; 
and Rom. xv. 8. Chrift is call'd a:zxoG;, (as I ſaid be- 
fore) ſhall we argue therefore, that Chriſt is no 
more than a Servant, and of the Order of Deacon 
in the Church? Such, and no better are the Argu- 
ments from the Etymology of Words, that Biſhops are 
no more than Presbyters. | | 
Such poor Stuff as this frets even my Patience! 
But leaying this Matter, let us go on and try if we 
can anſiver the next doughty Obiedion; which tho? 
A it is not, yet (at firſt fight) looks ſomething like 
3 an Argument; and tis this. Some Men ſay, that 
„ 1 did not come in all at once, but encroach'd 
y Degrees. 1 
Ar, was it Sq then? — Very well. Then let 
them ſhew when it began: And we will take care 
to reckon for the Encroachments nn 
Bu ꝝ ſay they, there are many Errors whoſe Be- 


ginying we do not know, and yet we may diſcover 
4 men 19 be Errors afterwards, That the Pcs 
BN ol Were 
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were ſown while the Husbandman ſlept, but were not 
diſcover d *till they were grown up. Thus errone- 
ous Opinions may be inſtill'd from one to another, 
and propagate a long Time before the World takes 
ublic Notice of them; and no Body may be able 

then to tell who was the fit Broacher, And it might 
be ſo of Epiſcopacy and Things of the Like Na- 
TURE. Might it ſo?—Alack-a-day !— really I never 
dreamt that it might be ſo of any Thing of this 
Nature ! © 

Bu T however, we muſt defend our ſelves as well 
as we can; and therefore in Anſwer to this ter- 
rible Argument, I ſay, 

THAT tis very true, this may be in Opinions, 
which are broach'd and propagated in the Dark. 

Bur harkee Gentlemen; Government is not a 
Thing of this Nature. It is always public and be- 
fore every Man's Face. And when it is alter d or 
overthrown, every Man has a Share in it, and feels 
it, it affects him and bis Circumſtances more or leſs. 
And no Hiftory of thoſe Times can miſs taking No- 
tice of it. Now Epi ſcopacy is Government. And 
cou'd not be introduc'd but upon the Ruins of that 
Government (whatever it was) that was before it. 

TRHERETORE, I earneſtly deſire the Dis8ENTERS 

to do me this one ſmall Favour, that is, ſhew me 
the Beginning of Epiſcopacy. For Try aT Govern- 
ment (however it be as to private Opinions) whoſe 
Beginning we know not, muſt have been from the 
Beginning. | 

THxvs no Man can fix the Time when Monarchy 
began in the World ſince Adam, or the Diviſion of 
the Nations after the Flood. And this is a Demon- 
ſtration that the Original of Monarchy was from 
thence, and did not begin in any after Time. : 

Bur we can punctually tell the Beginning of e- 
very Common. wealth in the World, all Hiftories of 
thoſe Times do tell it, 


AND 
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Ax p thus, no Man can tell the Beginning of 
Epiſcopacy at any Time ſince the Apoſtles, But 
we all know the Peginning of Presbytery, that there 
was no Presbyterian Church in the World before 
Fobn Cal vin. ks EI. 
TuIsõ is the Reaſon why I demand from the 
Diſſenters, that they wou'd ſhew the Time when 
Epi ſcopacy did begin. For if they cannot ſhew it, 
they muſt own Epiſcopacy to have deſcended all the 
way from the Apoſtles. | 1 
Bur ſome Men may ſay, Is not an Univerſal 
Biſhop over all the Biſhops and Churches in the 
World a great Change in the Government of the 
Church e And the Church of Rome pretends to 
have derivd this Form of Government all the way 
down from St. Feter. Therefore, by your own 
Argument, you are oblig'd to ſhew the Time when 
_ this Univer ſal Biſhop did ſet up at Rome. NG 
. THx1s we do with great Readineſs. The firſt 
that aſſumꝰ'd to be univerſal Biſhop was John Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople , againſt whom Gregory I. call'd 
the Great, wrote with much Spirit, and ſaid that 
none of his own Predeceſſors Biſhops of Rome did 
ever aſſume ſuch an arrogant Title, which he calls 
likewiſe blaſphemons, and ſaid that whoever did ar- 
rogate it to himſelf, was a Lucifer for Pride, and 
the Fore-runner of Anti- Chriſt. Hs 
YET Pope Boniface 3, next Succeſſor but one to 
Gregory 1. took this Title, given him by Phocas that 
Tyrant and Uſurper, who firſt x: bo and then Mur- 
tber d his Maſter Mauricius the Emperor, This was 
in the Seventh Century. And from that Beginning 
we ſhew the Progreſs of this Uſurpation of the Popes, 
and the Struggle of the Biſhops againſt it, in many 
Inftances, even at the Council of Trent, and very 
- remarkably in the Year 14582. by the memorable 
Decrees than made by the whole Body of the Biſhops 
and Clergy of France, But it wou d fill an 0 
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to tell of the Oppoſition made by the- Biſhops and 
other learned Men. 

AND not only as to this Point of Government, but 
even in the Do@rinal Diſputes we have with the 
Church of Rome, (whole Beginnings are leſs obvious) as 
of Purgatory, Invocation of Saints, Tranſ-ſutftantiation, 
Half Communion, Prayers in an Unknown- Tongue, &c. 
even in all theſe Caſes, we are able to tell the Be- 
ginnings of them, and the Time when there was no 
ſuch Thing. Let this be ſhew'd of Epi ſcopacy. 

THIS is a ſure and certain Rule whereby to 
know the Original of any Species of Government, 
whether in Church og State; That if we cannot af- 
an its Beginning to any Time ſhort of that to which 
it pretends, we muſt. allow it to have been from that 
Beginning. For that Government is of ſuch a public 
Nature, that the Change of it muſt be known to e- 
very Body. 

'Ta1s may be illuſtrated by enquiring into the 
Original of Monarchy, and of Common wealths and 
bother Popular Governments. The firſt Common wealths, 
that ever were in the World, were thoſe in Greece, 
and the Hiſtories of thoſe Times give a particular 
Account of the Beginning of every one of them. We 
all know how long the Governments in Fenice, in 
Holland, in Geneva, &c. have been in the Frame 
they no are, 

LET then the Common-wealth-men and the 
Orators for the Power of the People, (if they will 
argue fairly and upon the Square with us) ſet down 
the Time when Monarchy did begin in the World, and 
ſee if this Clew will not lead them up to the Divi- 
ſion of the Nations after the Flood, which I am ſure 
no Man (who has ſeen that Account which holy 
Scripture gives us of it) will venture to ſay, was 
done by the People, And from that Time to Adam 
the Tranſition is eaſie, Noab bei. g but the tenth 
from him, and the Names of the other nine Fatri- 


archs are given us in the fifth of Geneſis, Let — 


— 


[ 105 ] 


Republicans then conſider at what Era of Time they 
will bring in their Orizinal State of Nature! 

AN p this Demonſtration is as clear for Epiſcopacy, 
as for Monarchy. Unleſs our Diſſenters can ſhew 
the Time, ſince the Apoſtles, when there was no 
Epiſcopacy in the Church, Or that they think ſuch 
a Revolution of Government, as from Presbytery, or 
| Tndependency, to Epiſcopacy cou'd be brought about 
without any Body's Notice or Knowledge 
_, Wm ar think ye my Friends? Was there ever 
a Time in the World when all Mankind (all but the 
Uſurpers !) were all a- ſleep — But whatever your 
Thoughts may be concerning this Matter, (or whe- 
ther you may think it worth your while to ſpend one 
Thought about it, you who care not to trouble your 
ſelves with ſuch Trifles, with ſuch indifferent Things 
as theſe) I ſay, whatever your Thoughts may be 
concerning this Matter; I aſſure you the World 
will expect ſomething of an Anſwer to that ſame 
ſhort Dneſtion, viz. When did u begin ? 
Ap Iamrefolv'd to keep you cloſe to this Point. 
For this determines the Cauſe all at once, without a- 

ny Poring or Diſputing. Let us then know, (you I 

mean who are ſo ready at anſwering) let us know I 
ſay, when Monarchy or when Epiſcopacy did begin. 
And if you cannot fix the Time Short of the Be- 
ginning of Mankind, or of Chriſtianity, it wou'd be 
Modeſty as well as Fuſtice to knock under, and be 
filent trom henceforth and forever, 10 

THE Diſſenters are likewiſe diſarm'd of the Re 
tortion J foreſee they wou'd have made upon us, 
and with which they wou'd have made a great 
Noiſe among the People, and repreſented us as Fa- 
piſts, in affording the Church of Rome an Handle a- 
gainſt us, and obliging us to fix the Time when the 
Papal Uſurpation did begin; otherwiſe that we muſt 
give up to them the Univerſal Supremacy of the Pope, 
as deduc'd from St. Peter. But we have fix'd the 
pery Time, and nam'd the Century, and the very 


Pope, 
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Pope who firſt aſſum'd the Title of univerſal Biſhop , 
and ſhewn the Oppoſition made to that Pretence 
ever ſince, even by the Biſhops and Divines of the 
Church of Rome. So that this Cauſe and that of E- 
piſcopacy come not near one another, upon our Ar- 
gument, unleſs the Diſſenters can ſhew the like Be- 
ginning of Epiſcopacy, and the like Oppoſition made 
to it from the very Beginning. y 

AND as I ſaid before, The far greateſt Part of the 
Chriftian Church never did own, nor do own at this 
Day the Supremacy of Rome, without reckoning 
thoſe in the Veſt who have broken off from it ſince 
the Reformation, But the Diſſenters cannot ſhew a- 
ny One ſingle Church in the whole World that did not 


own Epi ſcopacy, and was not it ſelf Epi 2 from 
r. 


the Days of the holy Apoſtles down to Mr. Calvin. 
AND at this Day they areall Epiſcopal,except a Few, 
very Few in Compariſon where his Diſcipline has 

revail'd in ſome Corners of the World. And I 

ave ſhewn before, that He and Beza and the firſt 
Reformers did give full Atteſtation to Epiſcopacy, and 
pleaded Neceſity for their Departing from it; but 
anat hematiz d, and reckon'd thoſe as Mad-men who 
did oppoſe it, or wou'd not join with it where they 


might have had it with Purity of Doctrine and Vor- 


ſhip, as in England, which they particularly nam'd, 


and pray'd for the Proſperity of our Epi ſcopacy. 
Ov Diſſenters and their ct is diſarm'd and 
deſerted every where, and by all. 


a Conſe I think, fo expos d, and ſtrip'd fo naked as 

this! | | | 
HERE I wou'd defire the Reader to take notice, that 

tho there is not the ſame Reaſon or Demonſtration to 


fee the Beginning of Errors in Opinion, as the Re» 
| ä volutiom 


and wiſh'd they cou d enjoy ſo great a Bleſſing, 


They plead no 
eceſity, but diſpute againſt the Government of Epiſ- 
copacy, as Novel, and as an U a upon the pri- 
mitive Government of the Church. And yet they 
can ſhew none other that ever was, before Mr. cal. . 
vin, in any Part of the Chriſtian Forld. Never was, 
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volutions of Government in any Society; yet that 
we can trace out the Beginnings even of thoſe DoQ4rinal 
Errors we charge upon the Church of Rome, - ſome of 
which Inam'd. And the Method to come at the Know- 
ledge of their Original is this ; When Opinions come 
abroad, and make a ffir in the World, they are then 
Fats, and may be diſprov'd as other Fas are. We 
can tell when they jr/t appear d, and that they did 
not appear before, And this is the Method by which 
we diſprove the Do@rinal Errors in the Church of 
Rome, and ſhew them to be Novelties. 

AND here I beg leave to give a little friendly 
Advice to our miſled Diſſenters of all Denominations. 

My Friends, what has been ſaid as to Epiſcopa- 
2 1s undemable, and a plain Demonſtration from 

at, which is ſo ſure an Argument that nothing 
can be reply d. 

AND I am likewiſe as ſure, that it is downright 
impoſſible, but that what has been ſaid, muſt create 
a Doubt at leaſt in any conſidering Man, whether 
be ought not to ſubmit to Epiſcopacy. | 

Nov ſuppoſe I come to the Sacrament, and have 
any Doubt whether this Man is lanfully ordain d, 
and can conſecrate and adminiſter the Holy Sacrament 
to me, will not that of Rom. 14. 23. come into my 
Mind ? He that doubteth is damned if he eat, becauſe 
he eateth not of Faith, for what ſoever is not of Faith, 
2s Sin. In what a Condition then are our unhappy 
Diſſenters who cannot eat in Faith, unleſs t ey 
Fully, plainly, and clearly anſwer what has been ſaid, 
ſo as to leave no Doubt behind it: They may (which 
God forbid) ſhut their Eyes, and go on willfully, 
but this will be a freſh Aggravation, and will 
double their Sin. - 

Wa a T Compaſpn can they have for their tender 
Trfants, to carry them to diſputed Baptiſm, when 
they may have that which is .clear, and _ 
offer d to them ! will they preſent the Prous- 
cation of their Offerings, .and pawn their Souls 
upon the greateſt Uncertainty ! Will wy 

are 


* 


Wk 
dare to ſay, that it is not an Uncertainty at beſt, 
when they vill not becauſe, they cannot anſwer for 


_ themſelves! Is not this to be ſelf-condemn'd ! To pat 


a 


the Stumbling-block of their Imquity before their Faces, 
and tben come to enquire of the Lord ! | 

- Taxis I ſhou'd think were enough to rouſe the 
Conſcience of any Diſſenter that 18 not harden'd to a 


Stone, I'm ſure, if I was'a Diſſenter, it wou'd prick 


me to the Heart. And till I cou'd give an An- 


ſwer to what has been ſaid in theſe Papers, I 
wou'd never go to a Meeting, left I periſh'd in 
their Sin : I wou'd not receive their Sacraments, leſt I 
offer'd their Provocations : And'I ſhon'd think my ſelf 
guilty of the Blood of my Child, if I brought it to 
their ay: xj At leaſt my own Blood wou'd he up- 
on my HEAD, if I did it with a doubting Mind, while I 
cou'd have that Baptiſm which was undiſputed to 
make my Child a Member of the Church, And how can 
he who has thruſt himſelf out of the Church, admit 
another to be a Member of it? Can I make another 
Free of any Corporation, who am not Free my ſelf ? 
No. If I am baptiz'd by a Schiſmatick, T am bap- 
tiz'd into his Sch:ſm, and made a Member of it, and 
not of the Church againſt which he is in Rebell ion 
and open Defiance to it. The Children of Korab, Da- 
than and Abiram were ſwallowed up with Them. 
If we will hazard our ſelves, let us have ſome Com- 


paſton for our innocent Children ! 


I Charge upon them is very, very heavy; I 
muſt confeſs it is exceeding heavy, but it is as true 
as it ĩs great, I know it will raiſe the Indignation 
of many of them, and I ſhall hear it from all 


Hands. What! — ſay they, wou'd he un- Church 


us, and annul our Sacraments 9 — wou'd he make 
the ordinary Miniſtrations of our Minifters as lit- 


' tle valid, and more guilty than if perform d by 
a Mid- wife in Caſeof Neceſſity? Where, where is the 


Moderation of this Man? Where is his Charity 2 


He makes all our Meetings to be Aſſemblies of Ko- 
rah, in Rebellion againſt God! We are not able 


to 


* 
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to bear it — We will not bear it — It is not fit 
ſuch a Man ſhou'd live upon the Earth. All this 
I expect to hear. And now I deſire them to 
hear my Defence, — I hope they are not all pro- 
vok d beyond the Bounds of Nea ſon. 

FIRST then, I deſire them to tell me, what they 
think it is a Man's Duty to do, if he is only 
verily perſwaded this is their Caſe? ( But methinks 
if he proves it too, he ſhou'd be ſuffer'd to ſpeak) 
ſhall he be ſilent and let them go on in their Sin? 
and let them periſb eternally for him, rather than 
he wou'd be at the Pains to convince them if he 
cou'd; or rather than diſpleaſe them, or loſe their 
Favour, or run the haxard of what they might 
do to him (if permitted) in the Bitterneſi of their 
Spirit? Or, in the next Place, if ſuch a Silence 
wou'd. be highly guilty, and argue Self. love, ra- 
ther than the Love of our Neighbour ?? ſhall he 
then, ſince he muſt ſpeak, or offend his own Conſci- 
ence, ſhall he mince the Matter, and alleviate or ex- 
cuſe, and ſmooth over their Sin till 1t appear tole- 
rable? This wou'd be ray 4 to ſew Pilloys, to hate 
our Neighbour, and ſuffer Sin upon him, and to bear 
Sin for hin, as our Margin reads, Lev. xix. 17. For 
that ſin lies upon me, which I ſuffer to go unreprov d 
in another.. Ea» 
AND (if I do my Duty as a good Chriſtian) I am 
to lay out his Sin before him in its proper Colours, 
to let it appear as black and heinons as it is, that 
he flatter - not bimſelf in bis own | Sight,” until 
his abominable Sin be found out, Till it find him 
out, and Fudgment overtake him, when (alas!) 
there ſhall be no Remedy. But if he repent, then, 
as Solomon ſays, he that reproveth, will find more 
Favour than he that flattereth with his Lips. 
Therefore I hope ftill to find their Favour in an 
| boneft May; in a true and conſcientious Diſcharge of 
my Duty, tho' at preſent I yurchaſe their Diſpleaſure. - 


AND 


ſure. But if (which God forbid) it ſhou'd happen 
_ otherwiſe, yet I have delivered mine own Soul, .. 


AN D I do here proteſt before God, in the moſt 
ſerious manner, that I believe their Caſe to be really 


41 have put it And the Arguments which I have 
offer d to them have fully convinc'd tnyſelf (and 
many others) that Epiſcopacy was the primitive and 
Apoſtoli Inftitution of the Government of the Charch. 
And conſequently that thoſe Fresbyters and others 
who break off from it, are guilty of the very She 
of Korab, and of thoſe Chriſtians of whom St. Fude 


ſpeaks, who Ib. themſelves, and periſh in tbe 
0 


Gain ſaying o 
Gain-ſaying did conſiſt, but in his Gaix-ſaying to the 
Priefthood of Aaron, He differ d not with Aaron 
in any other Point either of Doctrine or 9 655 
And ſince St. Jude brings down this very Cale of 
Korah to the Griſtian Church, and applies it t6 thoſe 
who ſeparated themſelves, and broke off from their 
lawful Governors in the Churth, I Tee not why it is 
not as applicable at this Day. SE ws. 
AND that uſurping upon the Chriſtian Prieſthood, and 
ſeparating our ſelves in Oppoſition to it, is as great a 
Sin as it was in the Levitical Diſpenſation, if not 
greater, as much greater as the Pri:ftbood which God 


ordain'd by Chrift, is of mote Dignity and Regarg with 


Hi than what H E appointed by his Servant Moſes, 


For Moſes was but a Type of Chrift, and the e. 
hood and Sacrifices appointed by bim, were but Types 


wg 5 /// OR Rs 
HALL then the Uſurpers of the Levitical Prieft- 
Dood be ſwallow'd up * into the Pit, and is there 
no Judgment of God 


of the nearer and more expreſſbe CHRISTIAN Sa- 


Prieſts to offer * legal Sacrifices, and may the £van- 
gelical mn e offer d. without Offence, by any 
Hands not lan fully ordain d ED I 
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rah. I know nothing wherein his 


ue to the Uſurpers upon the 
Chriſtian Prigftbood *\ Was it Death for any but the 


PI 
- 


Ap müſt they not be told of this? Muſt I be 
their Enemy becauſe I tell them the Truth ? Is it 
becauſe. T love them not? — God knoweth, I 
declare, ſo far as I know my. own Mind, (tho? I 
cannot ſay as St. Faul did in a like Caſe, yet) I 
wou'd giv my Life to purchaſe their Reconciltation, 
and that I might ſee the Unity of the Spirit in the 

„ Face, .. m +... . {46s & 
Ix they will not believe me, I cannot help it. 
But I will not fail to tell them the true and the 


UE 
AFTER what I have ſaid, he muſt want all 
Charity who does not believe my Profeſſions are 
true and from my Heart. Nay, it is againſt my 
Intereſt to provoke ſo, great a Body of Men, and 
who have ſo great Power and Influence, and who are 
capable to do me good or harm. Therefore it can 
be nothing that moves me to concern myſelf with 
them, and to lay their Sin before them, but the 
Danger J apprehend there is to their Sour. 

AND it will confirm my Charge againſt them, 
if inftead of anſwering my plain and fort Argument, 
they return railing Accuſations againit me, and Ha- 
zrid fer my Good M. 
IN DEED I provoke them to anſwer, but it is not by 
way of inſulting, but to ſhey them the little Ground 
they have for their Separation, when they cannot 
Juſtify it, or anſwer one plain Queſtion that is ask d 
them, V hen did Epi ſcopacy begin? ' 
I is to he hop'd, that ſome will confider this; 
and if they ſee not their Way thro' but that they 
are hedg'd in on ev'ry ſide, and can find nothing 
to reply, they will think of returning, that they Sin 
not wilfully, nor offend of malicious Wickedneſs, of 
whom King David ſays, forgive them not. And the 
ſevereſt ſay ing in the whole Bock of God, is of thoſe 
»ho for ſake the aſſembling themſelves together, as the 
ananner of ſome is, Heb. x. 25. For of thoſe it is ſaid, 
That, ?/ we fm wilfully, after ws bave receiv'd the 

NE Sar NV Knowledg: 


. 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sa- 
crifice for Sins, but a certain fearful looking for of Fudg- 
ment and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Ad- 
ver ſaries. NS 

Oh! dreadful! And will Men make themſelves 
theſe Adver ſaries, by forſaking the Church of Chriſt, 
and ſeparating themſelves = run the Hazard of 
this terrible Sentence; and upon a Cauſe which 
they cannot defend, nor anſwer a Vord to that plain 
but forceable Queſtion I have ask'd, and without 
anſwering of which they muſt ſtand condemn'd to 
all the World; and (which is more) to their own 
Conſcience ! pray God give them Repentance before 
it be too late, | 

I have reduc'd the Diſpute betwixt us to one 
ſingle Point, of which every one may judge, a Point 
of Fa# which cannot be counterfeited. That is, 
when Epiſcopacy did begin. And this determins the 
whole Matter, without a multitude of Quotation, 
or referring to many Books, 5 

I hope what I have already ſaid in Vindication. 

of my Innocency, will be ſufficient to ſatisfy all Per- 
ſons of the ſincerity of my Intentions towards them. — 
And ſo without making any further Apology ; Go. 
vie on to ſilence one great Clamour, which I be- 
lieve will be made againſt the Doctrine T have laid 
down, and which raiſes ſuch Prejiidices in the Minds 
of many, that if I cannot remove it, all I have ſaid 
will, be. ineffectual; and tho they cannot anſwer 
me, yet they, will ſtill oppoſe me. Some Men fay, 
that by my Argument all the. foreign Reformed. 
Churches which have not Biſhops*are un Church'd, 
and put out of the Fold of Chris Flock. Which 
is ſo very unc haritable, and of fuch dangerous Con- 
{ſequence to the Reformation, that if ſhou'd bring ten 
thon ſand Demonſtrations to ſupport it, they will not 


receive it. ra „55 
eform d Churches abroad 


I have ſpoke before of the 
which are not Epi ſcopal, and yet are not Ant? epiſ- 
"oo - copal 1 
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copal; that is, whoſe Principles are not againſt 
Epi ſcopacy; but their Circumſtances, the Frame of the 
vil Government where they are, and other Neceſ- 
ſities they lie under, they ſay, hinders them from 
having it. But that they highly aprove it, and wiſh 
they might have it. As I have ſhewn from Calvin, 
and others of the firſt Reformers, and from the 
Church and Univerſity of Geneva at this Day. Who 
condemn our Diſſenters, and even anvatbematize them, 
for ſetting up againſt Epiſcopacy, and making a 
Separation in England from it. 

Now, if the Neceſity of theſe foreign Churches be 
zeally and truly as they pretend, which they muſt 
know better than we, great Allowance will be made 
for the Caſe of Neceſity, as of David's eating the Shew- 
bread, which . otherwiſe had been preſumptuons in 
him, and a Sin. And the Countenance which our Diſ- 
ſenters plead from theſe foreign Churches, is the ſame 
as if from this Example of David, others ſhou'd have 
ſet up a Frinciple, that the Shew- bread was no more 
hallow d than any other Bread, and that it was law- 
ful for any, and without any, Neceſſity, to profane 
the Temple, and eat of that Bread which it was not 
lawful td eat, but for the Prieſts only. Is it not 
the ſame, that from a Neceſſity, pleaded, in Geneva, 
c. our Diſſenters, without any Neceſſity, renougce 
and diſown Epſcopacy in itſelf, and for Epi ſcopa- 
47 fake 7 — Becauſe ie is E . 1 0 ee e oP 

Bur now to put the G e to the utmoſt Extre- 
mity; Suppoſe theſe reform'd Churches ſhou'd, like 
our Diſſeutere, give up the Plea of Neceſity, and 
ſtand it out againſt Epiſcopacy upon a Principle as 
75 as an Uſurpation, and confequently as 
Anti chriſtian, Put the Caſe thus, and what wou'd 
be the Conſequence ? Muſt the. Demonſtration of 
Ep ſcopacy from the Beginning fall to the Ground, 
becauſe a few in theſe latter Ages had depart- 
ed from it? Muſt all the Churches in the World 
be given up in Favour of the Calviniſts ? For that 
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is the Caſe. All others are Epiſcopal, and have 
been ſo. And what proportion does the Calviniſt 
Party bear to all the Churches in the Chriſtian 
World? Not ſo much as a Mole hill to a Mountain. 
Which then muſt give Place ? Wou'd you throw 
down a Mountain to make room for a Mole hill? 
Wou'd you throw down all Antiquity to make room 
for a very modern Novel? Wou'd you reje& the 
Example of the firſt 1560 Years, to countenance a 
late Up-ſtart in the two laſt Centuries? If ſo, (my 
Erie if that be your Deſign, I wou'd willingly 
ask one Queſtion more, and a ſerious, a very fer1- 
ous one too, that is, how you will defend the Creed, 
the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, or even any Ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian, Faith? For do we believe 
them any otherwile than as handed down to us all 
the way from Chrift and his Apoſtles, as the Doctrine 
which was once deliver d to the Saints! aces 
Bu x ſome may ſay. What! wou'd you put the 
Faith and Do@rine of Chrift, upon the ſame Level 
with Epiſcopacy. W hae 
IO wiichT anſwer. Whatever the Importance of 
the one or the other may be, the Evidence for them 
is the ſame, yea, and in one Point ſtronger for Epif- 
 copacy, as being Matter of Government, which is more 
obvious to the Notice of Men, and any Change or 
Alteration in it more obſervable than in Doctrines 
or Opinions. Tho” as I ſaid before, Doctrine may 
become Fact and provable the ſame way; as it 
is yow a Matter of Fact, whether ſuch and ſuch . 
Doctrines are profeſs'd in the Church of England, 
what Bob are in the Canon of the holy Scriptures 
allow'd by her, c. z | 6 

AN p thus the Faith and Chriſtian Da@rine, is 
prov'd throughout all the Ages from Chriſt, We Tee 
what the Faith was which was all along profeſs'd in 
the Church. And thus we detect the novel Do#rmes 
of Rome, and of the Sectaries among us. | 
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. Txwv s much as to the Evidence of Epiſcopacy, But 
now as to the Importance of it. There is nothing of 
more Importance to any Society than Government. 
It is neceſſary, and of the very Eſſence of a Society, 
without which no Number of Men cou'd be a Society. 

THERkEFORE Government is abſolutely neceſſa- 
7y, and the moſt of any other Thing, to the Church, 
as a Church, that is, as a Society. And the Preſer- 
vation of the Faith and Doctrine of the Church, de- 
pends under God, moſtly and chiefly in the Support 
of the Government of the Church, that is, in ſupport- 
ing her as a Society. Whence She is call d in Scrip- 
ture the Pillar and Ground of the Truth. 

AN D where her Diſcipline fails, there is an open 
Door for all Errors and Hereſies to creep in, as the 
Experience of our own as well as of former Ages 
has inſtructed vs. And as it is in all other Govern- 
ments, the Laꝝs loſe their Force, and are forgotten, 
1 the Power of the Governors is cramp d or over- 
— 1 ; 3 

Bu T it may be Reply'd. The . have 
Goverument in what they call their Churches, for 
they are Societies, and, as you ſay, every Society 
muſt have Government, 

IN Anſwer to which I ſay, That as every So- 
ciety muſt have Government, fo no Society or Corpo- 
ration can have any other than what is preſcrib'd to 
them by their Charter, granted to them by their 
firſt Inſfitutor and Founder of their Corporation. 
Suppoſe a Mob ſhou'd riſe up in London, and ſup- 
poſe ſome of the Common Council or Alderman ſhowd 
15K with them, and they ſhou'd make a new Regu- 

ation of their Charter and inſtead of ONE Lord 
Mayor ſhou'd ſet up T x, and make a new Diviſion 
of their Vards and ſet over them whom they Pleas'd; 
and if this ſhou'd prevail for many Years together, 
 wou'dall this make them a lawful Government? Might 
not the King juſtly bring a Quo Varranto againſt 
duch a Corporation, who acted from no * 
5 ut 
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but their own, and had quite alter'd, that is, aunull d 
the Charter he had given them? For all Authority 
muſt be deriv'd from ſome Superiour, till we come 
to God himſelf, from whom all Authority in Hea- 
ven and Earth is deriv'd. All other Authority is 
Rebellion againſt God, and uſurping of his Prero- 
gat ius. a | ' | | 
Ir Korah had prevail'd againſt Aaron there had 
been Government ſtill, and it had been only chang- 
ing the Obyed, that Korab had been the High-Prieſt 
inſtead of Aaron, and.who knows but he was as ca- 
- Pable ot it as Aaron, and as good a Man, bating 
his Rebellion? But you ſee how God judg'd this 
Caſe; and that it was over-turning all Government 
by taking it off its true Foundation and Baſis, as be- 
ing deriv'd from God, and fubfiſting upon his Au- 
thority. 5501 
T uIsã indeed is a Parallel- Caſe to that of Presby- 
ters throwing of their Biſhops, and ſetting up a new 
Government and a new Regulation of their own. 
And by tlie ſame Rule that they broke off from 
their Biſbops, others broke off from them, and 
wou'd have neither Biſbops nor Presbyters, but every 
Man, Woman and Child took upon them the - ſacred 
Ofice, and thought it no Uſurpation ! | 
The Priefts of Fereboam had Government, And 
they were ten to two of the Tribes, Let the ten 
were the Sciſmaticks, (if I may be allow'd to call 
em ſo) becauſe they did it in Oppoſition to that 
Pr ieſthoꝛd uhich God had ordained. So that we are 
not to reckon the Truth by Numbers, (as I {aid be- 
fore) Elfe Mahomet wow'd have: the better of Chri- 
ſtianity. But thank God the Presbyterians have not 
yet that Argument to bragg of. 1% 41 
FF I ſhou'd be thought (as I expect I ſhall) too 
ſevere in my Inferences upon the Diſſenters leaving 
the Communion of the Church of England, as if it 
were not only throwing themſelves out of the 
Church, but even forſaking Chriſt himſelf. This 


D 

may be thought a carrying the Matter too far. If! 
had made it a Crime, and but a Mop ERATE 
Crime, it had been tolerable: and they wou'd have 
ſaid ſomething to it. But now(perhaps) they will 
not Anſwer a Mord. 10 
Bur then I have this to ſay to them, that it is 

becauſe they have not a Word to anſwer. For is 
the Greatneſs of the Charge a Reaſon why a Man 
ought not to clear himſelf? I thought Men wou'd 
think themſelves more concern'd to anſwer an hea- 
vy Charge than a ſlight one. And no Doubt they 
wou'd, if they thought they were able to do it, or 
their Cauſe cou'd bear it, ö | 
Bur alas! why do they call it my Charge up- 

on them? I only lay before them that Cenſure which 
God has pronounc'd upon their Sin. I can neither 
make it more nor leſs. And I ſhou'd not deal faith- 
fully by them if I either. added or ſub#raed one 
Fittle of what God has threatn'd. It would be de- 
cetving them to their own Deſtruction; and their 
Blood wou'd be requir'd at my Hand. Fherefore 
(as St. Paul ſaid, Ads xx. 26, 27.) I take you to re- 
cord this Day, tbat I am pure from the Blood of all 
Men; for I bave not ſhunned ta declare unto you, all 
the Council of God. Whereby the Apoſtle do's im- 
ply. that he had not been pure from their Blood, if he 
had kept | ack any of the Council of God, and not 
declar'd it all and wholly unto the. 
Nov I beſeech the Diſſenters, as they wou d a- 
void the fierce Anger of God, to look upon their 
own Sin in the Example given of it in Korab, and 
which St. Jude ſays is an Example to thoſe who ſe- 
parate them ſelves in the Chriſtian Church. The Diſ- 
pies of Korab with Aaron was perſonal, he laid 
Pride and Ambition to the Charge of Aaron and 
his Sons, as if they had engroſs'd the Prieftbuod to 
tnemfelves. And the popular Argument againſt 
them was, that they were no holier than other Men. 
Thar all the Corgregation was holy, every one of 
them; this catch'd the Populace, they were glad 
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to hear of this, and to ſee themſelves exalted ! They 
then began to think (as ſome among us) that they 
had no Need of the Mini ſtration of Aaron or his Som. 
but cou'd minifter unto themſelves, ſeeing they were 
all holy, and why then ſhou'd they not be accepted 
of God, as well as by the Mediation of Aaron or his 
Sont, who were no better (no not a Bit) than Them- 
ſelves? Read Numb. xvi. 3. And they gathered them- 
| ſelves together againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, ſaying, 
u take too much upon you, ſeeing all the Congregation 
are boly every one of them, and the Lord is among them, 
wherefore'then lift = up your ſelves above the Congre- 
gation of the Lord: he Xi 
© TrEsE were their Pretences. But the true Rea- 
fon was, that theſe mutinous Presbyters had a Mind 
to the High- Frieſthood. They wou'd have been all 
Biſhops. This was the Bottom of their Deſign, hid 
under all their fine Pretences to' Holineſs. And thus 
Moſes detected them; ver. 8, 9, 10. And Moſes 
aid unto Korah, hear I pray you, ye Sous of Levi, 
feemeth it but a ſmall Thing unto you, that the God of 
Iſrael bath ſeparated you from the Congregation of Iſra- 
el, to bring you near to himſelf to do the Service of the 
: Tabernacle of the Lord, and to fland before the Congre- 
gation, to mniſter unto them; and be bath brought thee 
nearer to him, and all thy Brethren the Sons of Levi 
with thee? And ſeek ye the Priefthood alſo ? 
Nou let the Diſſenters ſee if there be one Cir- 
cumſtance of Difference betwixt their Caſe and that 
of Korah? And their Pretences are the very fame, 
even at this Day, they have not departed from the 
very Words of Korah, for do they not ſay to their 
Biſhops, Te take too much upon Te ? And do they not 
give the ſame Reaſon, the Holineſs of the People who 
are Go D's Heritage, and that the Biſpops do lift up 
themſelves and Lord it over the Heritage of Chriſt 
Are not theſe their very Words ? And the ſame Pre- 
tences and the Words of Korah againſt Aaron? And 
have they not made it apparent, that their Deſign 
= a 185 was 
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was the ſame. with that of Korab, to ſeize upon the 
. Prieſthood for themſelves? And have they not lorded 
it over the People with ten: fold the rigour that ever 
was ſhew'd by the Biſhops ? The little Finger of Pres- 
 ptery was thicker than the Loins of Epiſcopacy ! (as I 
can fully, and will, make appear if it be deny'd) 
How then can they avoid applying to themſelves 
the Anſwer. of Moſes to Korab, ver. 11. For- which 
 Canſe (that is for his ſeeking the Prieſthood) both thou 


and all thy Company are gathered together againſt the 


Tord And what is Aaron that 3e murmur againſt him? 
AN po may not we {ay the ſame to our Korabites 
at this Day? What are the Biſhops that ye murmur 
againſt them? You are gathered together againſt the 
Lord; that is, againſt what he has inſtituted and ar- 
' dained, For the Matter was not, Wat Aaron was, 
or what Korab was, as to their Perſonal Qualifi- 
.cations; or which of them was moſt fit for the Prieſt- 
. bood © No, this was not the Caſe. But which of them 
God had appointed? Which of them was called 
of God to this Oficef re t 
AD how called? (I pray take Notice) Not by 
the Call of the People, (the Phraſe ſtill us d by the 
Diſſenters) for Korab had that Call: Not by the in- 
ward Call of their own Ipulſes and Concert of their 
own Foline ſi, for this too Korah and our Diſſenters 
plead, that they are all holy every one of them, 
they are. the People of the Lord, and the Heritage of 
- Chriſt | But the Queſtion was, which of them was 
outwardly ordain'd by ſuch as had Power from God 
to ordain them? Aaron and his Sons were conſecrat - 
ed by Moſes, who had ſpecial Command from God fo 
to do. And Korab wou'd thruſt himſelf into this by 
the Voice of the People and his and their Holineſs! 
For was not the Lord among them 2 -- Moſt afiu- 
redly! And they were the peculiar People out of all 
the Earth. Ef % or? a>} 
And as St. Jude argu'd againſt the Separatiſis in 
his Days, and piov'd them Guilty of the Gain Jay- 
e | fo I ing 
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ing of Korah, ſo as I ſaid before, St. Faul us'd the 
ſame Argument as I have as to the Calling of Aaron, 
and applies it to the Calling of Chriſt. That it muſt 
be an outward Calling, and viſible before the Eyes of 
Men. For thus ſays he, ſpeaking of the Prieftbood, 
Heb. v. 4. And n Man taketh this Honour unto bim- 
fell, but be that is called of God, as was Aaron : Co 
alſo, Chriſt glorify'd not himſelf to be made an Fligh- 
Frieſt, but be that ſaid unto bim, Thou art my Son — 
Thou art a Prieſt for ever, &c. 
AN p it was not only ſaid fo before of him in the 
Scriptures, but afterwards was proclaim'd publickly 
by a Voice from Heaven, in prefence of all the 
Feople at his Baptiſm. And it 1s obſervable (as I 
remark'd before) that He did not enter upon the 
Execution of his Prieſthood, till after this publick 
Notification by the Mouth of God himſelf, For it is 
ſaid Matth. 4. 17. Fron that Time Feſus began to 
Preach. 
AND if HE who had ſo long before been de- 
clar'd a Prieff for ever, and in whom dwelt 
the whole Fulneſs. of the God- he ad bodily, if He 
cou'd not take this Honour unto himſelf ; nor 
enter upon the Execution of his Prieſtly Office, with- 
out an ontward and viſible Call from God; what is 
that Thing which is ſty1'4 at this Day a CALL from 
the Trople? Can their Call, or their Conceits of any 
Man's Suficiency enable him to take this Honour unto 
himſelf? Is this the Call of Aaron and of Chrift? — 
No; but it is of Korah and our Diſſenters who ſet 
up upon their Gift: | ** 
A D I hope what has been laſt ſaid will make 
(at leaſt) ſome Impreſion upon Thoſe who are not 
judicially infatuated, That Chriſt himſelf the Son of 
God, tho' ordain'd from Eternity to be a Prieſt, and 
 Propbeſy'd of ſo long before, yet that when he came 
in the Fleſh, he did not begin to preach, or execute 
any part of his Priefily Office#till after his Commiſſion 
was proclaim d by hs Voice of God from Heaven, 
a a8 
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at his Baptiſm, inthe Audience of all the People, and 
that the holy Spirit deſcended upon him v2fibly as a 
Dovs deſcendeth, in all their Sights, giving Con- 
viction even to their outward Senſes. And that the A- 
Me argues from hence; That he did not glorifie him, 
eto be made a. Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, 
Thou art a Prieft, forever, &c. And that none 
can take this Honour to himſelf, but be that is called of 
God, as was Aaron, that is by an ontward Commiſſion 
given him by God, for ſo Aaron was called, being 
outwardly conſecrated by Moſes, in Preſence of all 
the People. And this was the Argument Moſes us'd 
againſt Korah, that he wou'd thruſt himſelf into 
the Prieſthood without any Call from God, tho' he 
had the Call of the People, and much Holineſs, as 
he pretended. But the Call of God to the Priefthood 
was always an outward Call, as I have ſhewn. | 
AND it is a great Mercy to us. For how otherwiſe 
ſhou'dj we know who were our Prieffs ? If inward 
| Holineſs were the Call, how eaſily are Feople im- 
pos'd upon by falſe Pretenders, and by Hypocrites ? 
Efpecially when they Flatter the People, like Ko- 
rab, and call T RH E M all holy too! And as the Fro. 
ple, who know not the Heart, are not good Fudges 
of the Qualifications for the Prieft. hood. 
So, on the other Hand, they can have no Authority 
to inveſt any Man with this Hononr : Becauſe the 
Office of the Prieſthood is to tranſact with us as from 
God, to blefs in his Name, and to Miniſter to us in 
thofe Ordinances HE has commanded, to n and 
feal his Covenant with us, and to us, as his Ambaſ- 
f=dors impower d by him to this Purpoſe. And 
who can appoint an Ambaſſador but the King who 
fends him? Who elſe can give him his Authority? 
How otherwiſe is the Ring oblig'd to ratify what is 
Hud by his Ambaſſadors in his Name purſuant to 
his Inſtructfons ? As it is Treaſon for any Subject to 
Preſume to ſend an Ambaſſador in the Name of his 
Kg, it is really taking upon himfelf to be Ag 


L 55. 
So it is tie greateſt Blaſphemy for any Man or Men 
to take upon them to appoint Frieſ for God, that 
18, in plain Conſequence, uſurping the Frerogati ve 
of God, and, as much as in our Power, to dethroxe 
him, and ſet up our ſelves in his Race. | 
THE Apoſtles call themſelves Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt. And now, (I ſpeak not (God forbid 1 ſhou'd) 
of any of thoſe learn'd and traly Pions Gentlemen 
who are Teachers either here or in other Parts of 
the World ; but it is well known and confeſs'd by 
all who know any Thing of the Matter, thas the 
Chriſtian Priefthood was never ſo ſhamefully debas'd, 
as it has been this. Hundred Years laſt paſt, fince 
Chriſtianity has been in the World.) I ſay, the A. 
poſiles call'd themſelves. Ambaſſadors of Chrift. And 
now, every Tag, Rag and Long-tail call themſelves 
his Ambaſſadors too, by a Call from the Feople ! 
Good God ! — Good God! — How has the Prieftbood 
been-vilify'd of late! Was it a Glory to Chriſt to be 
made a Prieſt * And now, from this vile Proſitu- 
tion of it, it is come to be thopght (among ſome 
Men) the meaneſt of Employments,. and hardly Be- 
fitting a Gentleman „„ 
THE twelve Tribes once ſtrove for it as the , 
higheſt Honour. And it fell not into Contempt, till 
a King ſet up by the Feople, took upon him to dif- 
poſe of the Prieſthood too, and made Prizfts of the 
meaneſt of the People. And this Thing became Sin 
to the Houſe of . Fereboam, even to cut it off, and to 
deſtroy it from off the Face of the Earth. 1. Kings. 
12. 34. Thus God expreſs'd his Indignation againſt 
the firſt Prophaner of the Priſtbood, tho? theſe were 
Prieſts he had ſet up for his Calves. But God Will 
not have the Not ion of Frieſthoad to be vility'd, tho 
in an Idolatrous Worſhip, Foſeph had Reſpect to this, 
and wou'd not ſuffer the Lands of the Prieſts to be 
fold, when all the Reſt of Egypt was ſold to the 
King. When the Prieſthood fell into the Hands of 
the King, to be difpos'd of by Him, it ſoon fell _ 
I qe, cop et WP | der 
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der one Feet of Beaſts of the People, when TRE x 
had taken upon T x E M to make Aixgs too. 
Ap this Witchcraft is in the Sin of Rebellion 
that People are given up to believe a Lie, and think 
they are in the Right Thus we muſt preſume Ko- 
rab thought, when he appear'd with his Cenſers be- 
fore the Lord, which was a ſolemn Appeal to him, 
for the Fuſtice of his Cauſe, that the Lord might 
thereby ithew whom he choſen, and who were 
'  boly. Numb. 16. 7. Thus have we heard of ma- 
ny Appeals to God by our Diſſenters. re 
Bu r ſome lay great Streſs upon that Deſcription 
given of a Prieſt, Heb. v. 1. That e ta- 
ken from among Men, is ordain'd for Men, in Things 
peraining to God, that be may offer both Gifts and Sa- 
crifices for Sins, They ſay, That here Prieſts are or- 
am N 
So they are. But it is not ſaid by Man. No 
Doubt Prieſt, were ordain'd for the Benefit of Men. 
And here it is told, to fer both Gifts and Sacri fices 
for Sins. But the People were not to offer their own: 
Gifts nor their Sac77fices, -butt by the Hands of the 
Prieſts, And theſe are call'd Things pertaining to 
God, And who but God Himſelf can ordain in 
Things pertaining to God? Can we, appoint and or 
dat for Him? Therefore the Apoſtle argues ver. 4. 
That uo Man taketh this Honour "to bimſelf but be 
that i called of God. And how called? As was 
Aaron, that is, by an ontward Call and Con ſecration 
ta that Office, by thoſe who had Power from God fo. 
to appoint and conſecrate him. Thence the Apoſtle 
carries, on the Argument to Chriſt Himſelf,” and 
ſhews, that even HE was thus called of God, but 
did not glorify himſelf to be a Nie, as by his own, 
Authority. And, as T have often told you before, 
He did not enter upon the Execution of his Prieft- 
bood, till his Commiſion was publickly proclaim'd, 
from Heaven, f TT rw i 
AND now before I conclude, I muſt anſwer one 


grand Olhjection; T have heard ſome Men ſay ** 
the 
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the Chriſtian Prieſthood is not ſo plain and aſcertain d 
as was that of the Levitical, which being fix d to 
one Tribe, there cou'd be no Miftaking of it. 
NO? — Did not Kordb miſtake it, who was one 
of that Tribe, tho*-not of the Family of Auron? 
Did not Fereboam miſtake it, (that Tame Fereboam 
who was ſet up by the People) and the ten Tribes 
with Him, who ſet up other Frieſts ? Methinks 
this was ſome ſmall Miſtake, But did not Mi 
' miſtake it, who conſecrated” his Son to be a Hi 
who was not of the TRIBE of Levi? Another 
ſinall Miſtake it may be ? Nay farther, did not 
Sanballat and the Samaritans miſtake it-when they 
ſet up another Temple And many. other Miſtakes 
of this Sort we find in the Hiſtory of the Fews after 
the Captivity ;/'and after the Mactabees. And they 
miſtook it fo long at laſt, till the Succeſſon of their 
N wa lol, as it is at this Dax. 
B bleſſed be God, the Succeſſor of the Chriſti- 
an Biſhops is open and flagrant to this Day, in all 
the Churches of the World, except among the little 
Culviniſti, who are but of Teſferd ß. 
Ov Tribe was” ſufficient for Fries to e- 
leven Tribes. But when Chriſtianity was to be Ex- 
tended to the utmoſt Parts of the Earth, the Prieff- 
hood then cou'd not be confin'd to one Family, But 
the Suceefion of it went afterwards by Conſecyation, 
and not by Inheritance. And, as I have ſaid, has 
been better preſerv d. IIA * eon 1 F 6 2 N 
AN D now as the Apoſtle ſays, If He dyed without 
Mercy, who deſpis'd 'Moſts's' Law. and the Priefiboo# 
which he ſet up; of bor much ſorry Puniſhment, ſup» 
paſe ye, N he be thought worthy, who bath trampled 
under Foot the Son 'of God, aud that Church and 
Frieſthood - which he has ordain'd and promif d to be 
with it to the End of the Vorlddde 
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| artes hn; 4% called THEOPHORUS, 

| Iso the. Holy Church which is at Tralles in Aſia; 
_ Beloved of God the Father of Feſus - Chriſt z 
EFlect, and vorthy of God; Having Peate through 

the F leſb, and. Blood, and Paſſon of Feſus Chriſt our 

Hape; in the Kgſurraclibn which 1s by Him + W hich 
"alſoT, ſalute in its Falneſs; continuing in thegg4po-) 
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1 26 we AH avi ; ati your Blamelef and 
A SE 9255 Conſtant Diſpoſition, through Patience, 
v which not only appears in your Out- 

Wo ward Converſation, but is Naturally 
=o rooted and grounded in yon: In like 
manner as Polybius your Biſhop has declared unto 
— me; Who came te me to Smyrna, by. the Will of 
{ God. and Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo rejoyced toge- 
ther with me in my Bonds for Jeſus Chriſt, that 
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in Effet I ſaw your Whole Church in Him. Having 

[| Ts received the Teſtimony of your Good, 
Will towards me for God's ſake; by Him, 1 ſeemed 
to find you, as alſo I knew that ye were he Fol- 
lowers of ved; ke 
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II. For whereas ye are ſubject to your Biſnop as 
to Jeſus Chriſt, ye appear to me to live not aſter the 
manner of Men, but according to Jeſus Chriſt; who 
died for us, that ſo believing in his Death, ye might 
eſcape Death. It is therefore neceſſary, that as ye 
do, ſo without your Biſhop, you ſhouꝰd do nothing: 
Alſo be ye ſubject to your Presbyters, as to the A- 
poſtles of Jeſus Chriſt our Hope; in whom, if we 
walk, we ſhall be found in Him. The Deacons al- 
{ay as: being the Miniſtars of the Myſteries of Jeſus 
Chriſt; muſt by all means pleaſe all. For they are 
not the Miniſters. of Meat and Drink, but of the 
Church of God. Wherefore they muſt avoid alb 
Offences, as they would do Fire. bald 
III. In like manner, let all Reverence the Dea- 
cons as Jeſus Chriſt, and the Biſhop. as the Father; 
and the Presbyters as the Sanhedrim of God, and 
College of the Apoſtles,” Without theſe there is no 
Church. Concerning all which 1 am perſwaded 
that ye think after the very fame manner: For L 
have received, and even now have with me the Pat - 
tern of your Love, in your Biſhop. Whoſe very 
Look is Inſtructive; and whoſe Mildneſs Powerful: 
Whom I am perſwaded, the very Atheiſts them- 
ſelves cannot but Reverence. But becauſe I have 
a Love towards you, I will not write any more 
ſharply. unto you about this Matter, tho” T very 
well might; but now I have done ſo; leſt being a 
Condemn d Man, I ſhould ſeem to preſeribe to you 
aa ens. e e : er ee eee 


ee grear Knowledge in God; but I re- 
frain myſelf, teſt I ſhould-periſh in my Boaſting. 


For now I-ought the more to fear; and not hear 

ken to thoſe that monld puff me up. For they that 

ſpeak ta me in ny praiſe, Chaſten me. For I indeed 

deſire to ſuffer, but I cannot tell whether I am 

worthy ſa ta do. And this Deſire, though to others 

it does not appear, — ſelf it is for that very 
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Moderation; by which the Prince of this World is 
deſtroy d. JOSH EE 0 TROOT R374 6 arty 
V. Am I not able to write to you of Heavenly 
things? But I fear leſt I ſhould Harm you, who are 
yet but Babes in Chriſt; (Excuſe me this Cure ;) 
And left perchance being not able to receive them, 
ye ſhauld be choaked with them For even I my 
ſelf, although Tam in Bonds, yet am not therefore 
able to underſtand Heavenly Things: As the Places 
of the Angels, and the ſeveral Companies of them, 
under their reſpective Princes; Things Viſible and 
Inviſible; but in theſe I am yet à Learner. For many 
_ gs are wanting to us, that we come not ſhort of 
od. þ WS LITE 5:08 Jackdafe ITE HS 30044; 
VI. I Exhort you therefore, ar rather not I, but the 
Love of Jeſus Chriſt; that ye uſe none but Chriſtian 
nouriſhment: abſtaining from Paſture which is of 
another Kind, I mean Hereſie. Fur tbey that are 
Heretic, confnund together the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Cirift ; with their own Poiforr, whilſt they ſeem 
worthy of Belief: As Men give a deadly Poiſon'mix'd 
with Sweet Wine; which He who is ignorant of, does 
with the treacherous Pleaſure ſweetly drink in his 
„ 275 Eu any mal avte 
+ VII.” Wherefore guard your ſelves againſt ſu h 
Perſons. And that you will do if you are not puffed 
up; but continue inſeparable from Jeſus Chriſt our 
God, aud ftom your Biſhop, and from the Com- 
mands of the Apoſtles. He that is within the Al- 
tar is Pure: But he that is without, that is, that 
does any thing without the Biſhop, and Presbyters, 
and Deacons, is not Pure in his Conſcience. 
VIII. Nor that I know: there is any thing of 
this Nature among you; But I fore · arm you, as be- 
ing greatly Beloved by me, forefeeing the Snares of 
the Devil. Wherefbre putting on Meekneſs, re- 
ne your ſelves in Faith, that is the Fleſh of the 
LORD; and in Charity, that is the. Blood of ſeſus 
Chriſt. Let no Man have any Grudge 2 = 
1 | "> 3 eigh- 
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Neigbar. ive 16 Occaſion to the Gentiles; leſt 
by means of a few Fooliſh Men, the whole Congre- 
gation of God be Evil ſpoken of. For woe: to that 
Due through whoſe Vanity my Name is Blaſphemed 
| Dy x3: 1 oor 33885 1 880 2 1 
1. Stop your Ears therefore, as often as any 
one ſhallſpeak contrary to Jeſus Chriſt, who was of 
the Race of David; of the Virgin Mary. Who was 
truly Born, and did Eat I. Drank, Was truly 
Perſecuted under Pontius Pilate ; Was truly Crucified 
and Dead; Both Thoſe in Heaven, and on Earth, 
and under the Earth being Spectators of it. Who 
was alſo truly raiſed ffom the Dead by his Father, 
after the fame manner as he will alſo raiſe up us 
who believe in Him, by Chriſt Jeſus; without whom 
we have no true Life. 1, N \ „ a 
X. Bur if as ſome who are Atheiſts; that 2 
ſay Infidels, pretend, that he only ſeem'd to Suf- 
fer: (They themſelves only ſeeming to exiſt) why. 
then am 1 Bound? Why do I deſire to fight with 
Beaſts? Therefore do I die in vain: Therefore I 

will not ſpeak falſely againft the LORD. . 
XI. FILE therefore theſe Evil Sprouts which 
bring forth deadly Fruits of, which if any one 

taſte, he ſhall pere Dye. For theſe are note 
the Plants of the Father; Seeing if they were, 
they would appear to be the Branches of the Croſt, 
and their Fruit would be Inccorruptible: By which 
he invites you througi his Paſſion, who are 
Members of him. For the Head cannot be with- 
aut its Members, God having promiſed a Union, that 
is Himſelf... {pol ai bung at SEES Hg 

XII. I:$alute you fram Smyrna, together with the 
Churches of God that are preſent with Me; who 

have refreſh'd me in all things, both in the Fleſh 
and in the Spirit. My Bonds, which I carry about me 

for the ſake of Chriſt, (beſeeching him that I may 
attain unto God) exhort you, that you continue 
in Concord among your ſelves, and in Prayer with 
2 4 Ts - ng 
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e another. For it becomes er one af you; e- 
the Biſhop, to 


ecially the Presbyters, to xetre 
- the Hononr'of the Father, of Jeſus Chriſt; and of 
the Apoſtles, I beſeech you that-you hearken to 
me in Love; that I may not by thoſe things which 

I write, riſe, up in Witneſs againſt you. Pray alſo 

for Me; who through ge MY of God ſtand in 
need of yonr Prayers, that I may be worthy of the 
= Portion which I am about to obtain, that I be not 


found a Reprobate. We. a 
II. The Love of theſe who are at Smyrna and 


. 


3 falute eee een our Prayers the 
Church of Syria, from which I 585 worthy to be 
called, being one of the leaft of-it. Fare ye well 
in Jeſus Chriſt; being ſubject to your Biſhop as to 
the Command of God; and fo likewiſe to the Pres- 
bytery. Love every one his Brother with an un- 
feigned Heart. My Soul be your Expiation, not 
only now, but when I ſhall have attain d unto God: 
For I am yet under Danger, But the Father, is. 
Faithful in Jeſus Chriſt, ro fulfil both mine and 
3 im whom may ye be found ublame - 
err dne 
Wb TRALLIANS. 


0 2 . : 
"14 . * * 0 C * . 8 
—_—_ . . * 1 * 


e. Ipratize, the Author of this Epiſtle, was a 
- 8 Companion of the Apoſtles, and was taught the 
Faith of Cbriſt from their Mouths: + He wrote this 
Epiſtle with many other as He was on his way to 
Rome, where he ſeal'd the Truth (of what he had 
. taught and written) with his Blood, being caſt to 
= the Wild Beaſts: Thus dying a glorious Martyr of 
8 the ever bleſſed Feſus. ; DIG inne 
His Martyrdom was but ſeven Leas after the Death 
of St. Fobn, who wrote the Relations | 


I Euſebs Eceleſ, Hift. Eib. 3, Cop. 36. 
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